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ADVERTISIiMENT. 



In the year 1781, Doctof GeddfeS elig^g^d 1ft 
his new Translatkfh of the Scriptures, utider the 
patronage of the late Lord Petre; his lordshif) 
having furnished him wth a complete Biblical 
Library, and proihisihg to allow him, while he 
should be employed oh the Worit, an annuity of 
lOO/i I'^^ouble the amount of which he regulariy 
paid him. 

In 1786^ the Doctof published his " Prospec- 
tus of a new Translation of the Holy Bible, from 
corrected Texts of the Original^, compared with 
the ancient Versioiis : with Various Readings, Ex- 
planatory Notes, and Critical Observations/' The 
object of this publication was^ to point out the 
defects of former versions, their causes, and the 
means by which a more perfect version might be 
procured. It abounds with very curious and 
learned remarks on the state of the text, and the 
tnerit of its former editors and translators ; and 
tvas favourably received by the public. The 
manuscript copy of it had been sent by Doctor 
a 2 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 

Geddes to Doctor Lowth, the late Bishop of Lon- 
don, with a letter desiring ^^ his lordship would 
mark, with a blkck theta, whatever passage might 
appear objectionable." The learned Bishop re- 
turned jt with a note, expressing "that he had 
read it with some care and attention, and with 
the fullest approbation ; that he found no room 
for black thetas; and that he doubted not it 
would give general satisfaction/' 

In the following year. Doctor Geddes addressed 
to the learned Bishop, " A Letter containing 
Queries, Doubts, and Difficulties, relative to a 
vernacular Version of the Holy Scriptures/' It is 
an Appendix. to the Prospectus. 

These publications produced him several com- 
munications: in consequence of them he pub- 
lished, in 1790, his "General Answers to the 
Queries, Counsels, and Criticisms, that had been 
communicated to him since the Publication of his 
Proposals for printing a New Translation of the 
Bible." 

In 1792, the first volume of his Translation ap- 
peared under the title of " The Holy Bible, or 
the Books accounted sacred by Jews and Chris- 
tians : otherwise called the Books of the Old and 
New Covenants : faithfully translatedfrom corrected 
Texts of the Originals. With Various Readings, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 5 

Explanatory Notes, and Critical Remarks/' It 
contains a complete translation of the Pentateuch : . 
he dedicated it to his noble patron. 

In answer to the objections made to it, the 
Doctor published in the following year his *' Ad- 
dress to the Public, on the Publication of his New 
Translation of the Bible.'' 

In 1797, the Doctor published the second 
volume of his Translation ; it comprises the Book 
of Judges, the Books of Samuel, the Books of 
SLings, the Books of Chronicles, the Book of 
Ruth, and the Prayer of Manasseh. It is dedi- 
cated to the Duchess of Gloucester. The two 
volumes comprise the whole series of Jewish 
History, from the Creation to the Babylonish 
Captivity. 

To each volume a preface is prefixed ; and 
each is accompanied throughout with various 
readings and short explanatory notes at the bot- 
tom of the page. A fuller explanation or illus- 
tration of different passages of the text was to 
form his Critical Remarks. 

His Critical Remarks on the Pentateuch, under 
the title " Critical Remarks on the Hebrew 
Scriptures, corresponding with a New Translation 
of the Bible," were published in 1800. 

In 1801,. he lost his friend and patron Lord 
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6 Ai)V£RtlSEMfiKT* 

Petre. His lordship's exalted and amiable cha^ 
facter will not soon be forgotten. — Adored by 
his family, the centre of a numerous and honoiir. 
able band of friends, connected with some of th^ 
fnost illustrious personages in the kitigdom, all 
of whom revered and loved him; the warm 
and steady friend of civil and religious liberty J 
the soul of the successful attempts in 1778 and 
1791, for the relief of his Roman Catholic 
brethren; but, in his expanded benevolence^ 
knowing no difference of Catholic, Protestant^ 
Jew, or Infidel, his lordship seemed to exist only 
for purposes of charity and munificence i his 
death (though his conscientious adherence to his 
religious principles kept him from the public 
situations to which his birth, his possessions, and 
his character, entitled him,) was generally be-* 
wailed as a public loss. Doctor Geddes bewailed 
it in a pathetic and elegant Latin Elegy. 

The connexion between Lord Petre and Doctor 
^ Geddes was equally honourable to each : ther6 
were never between them any of those coolnesses 
or intermissicois of regard which often affect th^ 
sincerest friendships ; still less was there on his 
lordship's side, any thing of that superciliousness, 
or, on the doctor^s, any thing of that subserviency 
which so often disgrace patronage. His lordship 
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ADVERTISEMSNT* 7 

'was uniformly respectful ^d kind to his literary 
ftiend, anxiously promoted the great work which 
occasioned their coijnexion, and warmly inters 
estod himself in its success. By his will he be^ 
Ipieathed to* the Doctor, for his life, an annuity 
of 100/. 

: With the hereditary niunificence of his family, 
the present lord, very soon after his father's de- 
cease, signified to the Doctor, in the most polite 
and friendly manner, his intention to continue 
his father's patronage of the work, and to allow 
the Doctor an annuity of lOOA in addition to that 
which his father had bequeathed him. 

Doctor Geddes did not long survive his noble 
patron. Lord Petre died July 2nd, 1801; the 
Poctor, after a very severe illness, died on the 
26th of the following February. He was burie4 
by his own desire in the qhurch-yard at Padding-i 
ton. His funeral was numerously and honourably 
attended : few persons could boast of more warm 
pr more respectable friends. No person ever 
called in question his learning, his literary indus^ 
try, his friendly and beneficent disposition, or 
guileless heart. 

Lord Petre extended his kindness to the Doc- 
for's memory. Immediately ?rfter his decease, 
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8 ADVERTISEMENT. 

his lordship desired us to examine the Doctor's 
papers. We did it as far as our avocations allowed; 
but, to our great surprise, we did not find a 
single manuscript line which related to his biblical 
pursuits. We signified this to his lordship, ancfc 
recommended a further search might be made by. 
some person who could bestow more time upon 
it: this was done, but was equally imsuccessfuL 
From the Doctor's own declarations, and other 
circumstances, there is every reason to suppose 
he had made great progress in his work : it seems 
therefore probable, that in the view of his ap- 
proaching dissolution, of which he had long been 
sensible, he had committed all his manuscripts to 
the flames. 

Lord Petre closed his attentions to his friend's 
memory by causing a monumental stone to be 
erected with the following inscription : 

REVEREND ALEXANDER OEDDES, LL. D. 

TRANSLATOR OF THE HISTORICAL BOOKS 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, 

PIED FEB. 26, 1802, 

AGED 65. 

*^ Christian is my name, and catholic my surname." 
^' I grant that you are a christian as well as Ij; 
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ADVEKTISEMENT* 9 

and embrace you as my iyiow disciple of Jesus. 
And if you were not a disciple of Jesus, still I 
would embrace you as my fellow man/* 

Extracted frm his Works. 
REQUIESCAT IN PACE. 

This Stone wsus erected by his friend Lord Petre, 
1804. 

It has been mentioned that the part of his 
Translation which he lived to see printed, ended 
with the Book of Ruth. But, at the request of 
several of his friends, he consented to anticipate 
the time, in which the Book of Psalms would 
appear in its proper order, and to prepare it for a 
separate publication ; prefixing to each psalm a 
jsummary of its contents, and inserting at the end, 
such critical remarks as appeared to him abso- 
lutely necessary for the elucidation of the text, or 
the defence of his own version. 

It was a very favourite work of the Doctor ; 
he bestowed an uncommon degree of attention 
upon it. He completed the translation as far as 
the 11th verse of the cxviiith psalm, inclusive; 
and in his lifetime it was printed off to the end of 
the civth. Among his books was found an inter- 
leaved copy of bishopWilson's edition of theBible : 
he had made in it some verbal corrections, and 
had translated the whole of the clth psalm : of this 

b 
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10 ABVERTI8EMEKT. 

circumstance the publisher has av^^led himself^to 
presezit the public with the work in as perfect a 
state as his materials admit. The reader, therefore, 
is desired to recollect, that as far as the 11th 
verse of the cxviiith psalm, the work had the Doc- 
tor's finishing hand; the whole of the clth psaim 
was translated by him ; from the 1 1th verse of the 
cxviiith exclusively, to the clth exclusively, the 
work is printed from bishop Wilson's edition, with 
such alterations as were made in it by the Doctor. 
Some persons may expect a fuller account of 
the Doctor's literary life, habits, and character ; 
we beg leave to refer them to the Memdrs of his 
life and writings, published by Mr. Good ; which 
exhibit a faithful and interesting account of the 
Doctor's literary life and labours. 

JOHN DISNEY, 
CHARLES BUTLER. ^ 

London^ 
J)anuaryi7, 1807. 
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Dr. GEDDES'S PREFACE. 



AT was not my intention to print my New Transla- 
tion of the Psalms, until after all the Historical and 
Prophetical Books of the Old Covenant should he 
published; all these being more nearly connected 
than the Poetical and Sapiential Volumes. But so 
many requests and solicitations have lately been made 
to me, to segregate, and separately print, my Ver- 
sion OF THE Psalms, that I can no longer refuse 
what my friends have a right to demand ; and, there- 
fore, the following Translation, although it has 
not yet received the last polish, js now offered to the 
Public, in a small, unexpensive Volume. 

In this edition I have inserted but few Various 
Readings; and these are, chiefly, additions from the 
Greek, and other antient Versions, not unfrequently 
supported by maniascript authority. Some of them 
may be interpolations ; but as that is far from being 
certain, I deemed it but fair to lay them before the 
reader, with a proper mark of discrimination. That 
mark is a f before the addition, the end of which, 
when it contains more than one word, is marked^ 
thus, [. 
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]^ DR. GBDDBV'S PREFACE. 

Where there are Various Readings of the same 
word or passage, I have pladed in the text, that which 
I thought the most probable j and thrown the other, 
or others, among the Notes, without any particular 
specification than the abbreviation al. But wherever I 
have been under the pressrng necessity of amending 
both the Text and Versions, by conjectural criticism, 
I have been careful to warn the reader that it is a 
conjectural emendation. 

I have, throughout, strictly confined myself to thie 
direct and literal meaiiing of my authors. Indirect 
and secondary applications, whether typical or alle- 
gorical, 1 leave to professed commentators. I will 
only say, that it is my firm belief, that every psalm 
has a primary literal meaning, independent of alle- 
gorical interpretation. 

The Notes are as short as I could make them ; and 
I trust rarely superfluous, tn them I have made no 
reference to my Critical Remarks^ because it would 
have been useless, tde Remarks not being printed. 

I now request my learned friends, and the learned 
in general, to favour me with their observations on 
this premature publication ; that I may avail myself 
of them in my larger and last edition, which I wish 
to be as clear and correct as possible*. 

* TMs preface is printed verlatim from the autograph in 
tke Doctor* s hand-turiting : ^it appears thai he departed, in 
some respects^ from the plan mentioned in ii. 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 



PSALM I* 



tits pfalm may he confidered as a fori of fteludi to the wboh 
ffalter 5 and, originally, feems not to have hen numbered with the 
other ff alms. Infome copies it is joined to thefecond. It contrasts, 
in an elegant poetical manner^ the happinefs of the just man with 
the unbafpinefs of the wicked. 

1 Happy is the man 

who felloweth not the counfel of the wicked ; 

nor treadeth in the track of finners ; 

nor fitteth in the company of fcoffers 5 
a but whofe delight is in Jehovah's law; 

and who Dn h^s law meditateth day and night* 

3 He is like a tree planted by water-ftirrqwii, 
that yieldeth its fruit in its own feafon, 
the foliage of which never fadeth, 

and which matureth all its produftions. 

4 Not fo the wicked*' — 

but like chaff, which the win3 difperfeth* ! 

5 Hence, the wicked ftand not in judgment ; 
nor finners in theaffembly of the juft : 

6 for Jehovah fuperintendeth thewayof the juft j 
but perilous is the path of the wicl^. 

NOT£S. 
Vcr. I. company, Vit. 0ion; not cbair,^y. i. a tree. He moft probably 
alludes to thepalm-ircc— V. 4.* Sept. andVuIg. add notfo! and again* 
from the face of the earth.-^Y. yftand not j in the fame fenfe as we fay 
" he cannot .^</ the teft/' 

B 
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THB BOOK OF PSALM;»» It. 



PSALM IL 



This p/aittt, wblih is alfo without a title, must have heen written 
hy David, or for David, when the nations fubdued by him were 
meditating a revolt 5 or, perhaps, were already in open rebellion. 
A late writer has, however, conjectured that it was compofed by 
Nathan in favour of Solomdn, against the party df Adoniah\ 
and has fupported his conjeBure by plav^ble^ but not convinting 
arguments. 

WHY are nations tumultuous, i 

and peoples rage in vain ? * 

Kings of the land rife up, rulers confpire together, % 

againft Jehovah, and againft his Anointed. 
^^ Let us, they fay ^ break afunder their banda; 3 

*^ and throw off from us Iheir heavy fetters." 

He who dwelleth in the heavens will laugh : 4 

Jehovah will have them in derifion. 
Theil will he accoft them in his ire, ^ 

and confd\ind them in his warm indignalioa t 
II for I am his appointed king,^ 6 

over Zion, his hallowed mountain : 
Jehovah's decree I >yill rehearfe. 7 

** Thou, faid he to me, art my fon : 
^' to-day 1 have adopted thee : 

** a(k of me, and to thee I will give 8 

'* nations for thine inheritance ; 
*^ for thy pofleffion the limits of the land : 
** Thou (halt ciufti them with a rod of iron 1 *9 

" Thou (halt (hiver them like a potter's veffel 1*' 

Lo ! now, be wife, ye kings ! 10 

be docile, ye judges of the land I 
ferve Jehovah with fear: - 11 

worftiip him with trembling : 
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II->-III. « THE BOOK OF PSALMS. J 

JO, adore fincerely, .left he be wroth ; 
and ye perifli in jfour perver/e way : 
for, foon as his ire (hall be kindled^ 
happy all they who truft in him, 

NOTES. 
Ver. 6. B I follow the reading of ^ept. The prefent Heb. may be 
rendered thus ; for have not I appointed bim my king over Zton, my bal'» 
lowed mountain f as if the words were uttered by God : but the other 
reading is more natural.— Ver. 7. adopted^ lit. cbilded: begotten is here 
an improper term, — ^Ver. 12. adore Ji?tcerely, So I render the words 
which are commonly tranilated i//]r tbefon: a tranflation whicb, in my 
opinion, they -cannot bear. Perhaps they might bear to be rendered 
iifs the cbofen one : that is, pay due bomage to bim : but I prefer the 
other verfion. 

PSALM III- 

ne fubje£i of tbis pfalm is fufficiently indicated by its title, 
Kvbicb is, 

1 A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN HE WAS FLEEING 

FROM HIS SON ABSHALOM. 

2 JEHOVAH ! how numerous are my foes ! 
how numerous they who rife up againft me ! 

3 how numerous they> who fay of me, 

*^ There is no fafety for him from God !"— 

4 But thouy Jehovah, art to me a (hield ; 
my glory, and the lifter of mine head, 

5 With my voice I invoke Jehovah ; 

and he heareth me from his holy mountain. 

6 I lie down — I fleep — again I wake— 

7 for, Jehovah fupporting me, I dread not 
the myriads of people that befet me round. 

8 Arife, Jehovah ! fave me, my God ! 
for thou canft fmite the jaws of all my foes, 
the teeth of the wicked thou canft (hatter. 

. B 7, 
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4 tHX ftOOK OF l^SAliMS. . III-»lV« 

From Jehovah cometh falvation : 9 

on thy peqple, Jehovah ! be thy blefBng, 

NOTES. 

Ver. 2. At the end of this vcrfe, and twice again, occurs a word, 
felab, of which the precife meaning is not well known. It was moft 
probably fome mark of a change of modulation ; and it found in feverat 
other pfalms of the fame plaintiv* caft. To me it appears to refemble 
what the Italians call adagio, or mark of flow time : and perhaps our 
word Jktw, al. JlaWi is derived from it. — As it is of no importance to 
us, I have throughout omitted it in my verfion.— Ver. 6. There is a 
beautiful climax in this verfe, which every reader of tafte will readily 
perceive,*— Ver. 8. tbuu canfi finite y &c. a metaphor taken from noxious 
animals ; who, when their jaws and teeth are broken, have not the 
power to hurt. 

PSALM IV. 

This ffalmfeems to have been compofed on the fame occajion with 
the former 5 but its general import has, I apprehend^ been generally 
mifunderstood Its title is, 

FOR THE FIRST musician; ON THE NEGI- 1 
NOTH — A PSALM OF DAVID. 

HEAR me, invoking thee, Jeh o v ah ! my juftifier ! z 
thou art wont to relieve me in diftrefs : 
have pity on me j and hear my prayer. 

Ye men of note ! how long will ye be infatuated }, 5 
will ye be fond of vanity — and follow falfehood ?— 
Know that Jehovah diftinguiflieth his pious-one : 4 
Jehovah heareth, when him I invoke. 
Although ruffled, rebel not : 5 

refleft on your couches, and be quiet : 
facrifice legitimate facrifices, 6 

and confide in Jehovah. 

But many of you fay : 7 

*^ Who will {how us goodnefs?'' 
Jehovah ! the light of thy countenance 
hath with fplendour beamed forth upon us I 
thou haft given gladnefs to mine heart f 8 
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IV— -v. TflC BOOK OF PSALMS* $ 

Since their corn, and wine, and oil have increafed, 
9 with them I fecurely lie down, and flcep : 
for thou, alone, Jehovah ! 
In confidence xnakeft me repofe. 

NOTES. 
Vcr. I. ThcNeginoth feemsto have been a ftring-mftrumcnt, which 
was licat upon, either by the fingers, or fmall rods. — Ver. 3. Temen of 
note! lit. Tefons of a man! But this Hebraifm is equivalent to the Spanifti 
HIDALGO ; the fon of fomething ; i. t. a perfon of diftindion. The 
addrefs is made to thofe chiefs of Ifracl, who had already joined 
Ablhalom, or were inclined foto do. — lb. bow long will ye be mfatuatedf 
iit. hea*vy of heart \ that is, dully flupifiy infatuated. I follow the read- 
ing of Sept. The prefent Hebrew is commonly rendered ; «< How long 
will ye turn my glory to ihame?" — lb. will ye follow vanity ^ &c. He 
alludes to the vain promifes of Ab&alora. See a Sam. 15. »> 6.-* 
Ver. 5. Although ruffled, rebel not. The Hebrew words are commonly 
tranflated, Be angry, and fin not: but this, I think, cannot be their 
meaning. They are addreffcd xo the yet wav^rin^ friends of David, who, 
difpleafed probably with foroe meafi^pes of his government, were dif- 
pofed to join his rebellious ion. To fuch he ie^ms to fay, Howfoever 
much ye may be agitated, or ruffled, yet pa& not to open nebellion-ir 
confider well on your couches, (that is, in thje divaos wherjp they ufed to 
take counfel with one another) and be quiet, &c.^-<-Viewed in this light 
the whole pfalm is clear, and confiftent in all its parts.-— Ven 7, 8, 9. 
Thefe three verfes have, I think, been univerCilly mifunderftood ; and, 
iConfequentiy, mifinterpreied. They allude to that period, when David 
and his men, in diftrefs for provifions, were feafonably relievied ; firft by 
Zebah ; and then by Shobi, Machir and Bar^ilai. Sec % Sam. 16. i, 
and 17. 17. 

PSALM *V. 

Tbk ffalmftems alfo to have betn comfofed during the rebellion ^ 
Abjbalom. Its^ title is the fame with that of the last; fave thai 
the mufical instrument affmrs to have been a firt 4>f Jiute \ er at 
least fome wind instrument. 

I FOR THE CHIEF MVSTCIAV; ON THE NEHI- 
LOTH ; A PSALM OF DAVID. 

a GIVE ear, Jehovah 1 to my words : advert to my 
plaint: 

»3 
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6 THE BOOK OP PiSlALMS. V. 

attend to my lamentation, my king, and my God ! 3 
for to thee I make my deprecation. 

At the dawn, Jehovah ! thou heareft my voice; 4 
at the dawn I prefent myfelf, and wait on thee: 
for thou art a God who favoureth not the wicked : 5 

with thee no evil-doer can harbour : 
before thine eyes the profligate cannot (land : 6 

thou hateft all the workers of iniquity : 
the tellers of lies thou deftroyeft : 7 

the bloody and deceitful man Jehovah abhorreth. 

But I, through thy exceeding favour, 8 

fliall reenter thine houfe ; 

and, with reverence, worfhip at thine holy tabernacle. 
Conduft me, Jehovah ! according to thy juftice 3 9 
direft my path before thee, becaufe of my foes: 
for in their mouths is nothing fincere; 10 

inwardly they are all depravity : 
their throats are open fepulchres : 
their tongues they fmooth — to flatter- 
Hold them guilty, O God ! il 
may they fail in their views 2 
for ttjeir numerous ofienccs, caft thein off: 
fince jigainft thyfelf they rebel. - 11^ 

Then will all, who truft in thee, rejoice) 
and, ever after, fing fongs of praife 5 
becaufe thou, Jehovah ! haft been their. proteftor. ^ 

t All they, who love thy name; will exult in«thee / 13 
becaufe the juft man thou bliefleft, Dehovah 1 
and cQvereft him with a (hield of bounty. . 

NOTES. 

There is nothing obfcurc in this beautiful pfalm. To ver, 13. I 
have prefixed the word «//, on the authority of Sept. and almoft of all 
the other antient veriions. It is not, however, abfolutely necefTary. 
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PSALM VL 

This ffalm must have been compofed in fome^ fivere affii^ton, 
) htb of 'mind and body. It is the Jirst of tbofe f/alms called 
fenitentiaL • 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; A PSALM O? 

DAVID; ON THE EIGHT-STRINGED NEGI- 
NOTH. 

a JEHOVAH! in thine ire reprove me not, 

nor in thy warm )jTath chaftife me. 

3 Pity me, Jehovah ! for w^ak I am : 

heal me, Jehovah ! for troubled are my bonca ; 

4 and troubled, exceedingly, is my foul : 

how long, Jehovah ! wilt thou delay to help ? 

5 return, Jehovah ! relieve my foul : 
fave me for thy goodnefs' fal^e, 

6 For there is no remembrance of thee in death ; 
who in Had^s (hall fing thy praife ? 

7 I am quite exhaufted by my fighs : 
every night I bedew my bed ; 

with my tears I deluge my ^ouch | 
S wafted with forrow are my looks ; 

II I am worn out, ajnidft aU mine enemies ! 
9 Be gone from me, all ye workers of iniqui,ty ; 

for Jehovah hath heard my lamentation ': 
JO Jehovah hath liftened to my requeft : 

Jehovah hath accepted my prayer. 
J I Abated and confounded fhall be all my foes ; 

they fhall retrpai, and be fuddeply put to fliame* 

NOTES, 
Ver. 6, HadeSf the maniion of departed fouls. — Ver. 8. 
H I prefer the reading of the anticnt verfions; which make David the 
nominative, to worn out. In the prefent Heb. looks or ey£ \% the nomi* 
native. It is of little importance which^reading be followed. 

»4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 



VII. 



psAlm vir. 

Tb'ts pfalm it^ in its title^fard to have been eomtofed^ on account 
of the luords of tbujb^ a Benjamimte. But wbo was Cbufb ? 
We readmot offu^cb a pe fon in ibe ivh^Ie history of David. The 
Jenijb Inierfreten tell us that Saul is called Cbufb-, tb.t is, an 
Mtbopim, on account of bis black jEtblopic deeds! Others, with 
more probability, refer it to Shimei : but still why is Sbimei called 
Cbujb ? I believe that Chvfb here is not a proper nnme\ but an 
afpeliativcy denoting re^roacb ; and I have rendered the title 
accordingly* 

AN ELEGY OF DAVID, WHICH HE SANG Tp I 
JEHOVAH, ON ACCOUNT OF THE REPROACH- 
FUL WORDS OF A BENJAMINITE. 

JEHOVAH ! my God \ in thee I tmftj % 

. (ave and deliver me from all my foes : 
left, like a lion, they bereave me of life, 3 

II while there is none to fave and deliver. 

Jehovah ! my God ! if this I have donct 4 

if in my hands be iniquity : 

if Lhave repaid friendfliip with evil^ c 

or molefted even mv caufelefs foe : 
may the enemy puruie and overtake me j ^ 

my life may he trample to the ground^ 
and my glory may he lay in the duft ! 
Jehovah ! arife in thine indignation : y 

ftand up againft the outrages of my foes ; * 

and exert, in my favour, 
the judgment thou haft prefcribed. 
The people in crowds will then furronnd thee x 8 

on their account be thou feated on high : 
to the p ople let Jehovah do juftice. n 

Judge me, Jehovah! 
acording to my righteoufnefs ; . 

according to my real integrity. 
May evil confume the wicked ! jo 
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but eftablifh thou the righteous : 

for a juft God art thou, 

the fearcher of hearts and reins, 

11 My refuge is in Jehovah^ 

who preferveth the upright of heart; 

12 a God who judgeth juftly, 

and is sever wroth without a caufe. 

13 But for the unconverted he whets his fword ; 
he hath bent and prepared his bow, 

14 and hath fitted to it inftruments of death : 

his fbafts he hath tempered with burning coaU. 

15 Lo ! the wicked-t)ne hath conceived iniquity, 
and i^ pr^nant with oppreffion : 

* but an abortion Jie (hall bring forth. 

16 A pit he hadi opened, and deep hath dug it : 
but he (hall tumble into the hole he hath made : 

17 on his own head his iniquity fhall revert, 
and on his own crown (haU his violence fall. 

j8 I will then praife the Lord for his juftice, 

and fing pfalms to the name of Jehovah, the tnoft 
high. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 3. II I follow the reading of Chald. and Syr. The prefent 
Hebrew has tearing ^ and none to deliver, — Ver. 4. if this I have done. 
He feems to allude to the reproach of Shimei, who had called him a 
bloody y Unvlefs man. See 2 Sam. 16. 7. — Ver. 5. The firft line of this 
Verfe may be referred to Jonathan ; the fecond to Saul, whom David 
had more than once in his power to kill. — Ver- 7. the judgment thou 
haft prefcrihed\ i. e. the rules of judgtnent laid down in the law.— i 
Ver. 8. A pidhire of human judicatories. The judge is feated on an ele- 
vated bench; and the people furround him to hear and receive judgment. 
—Ver. II. is never wroth without a caufe • lit. is not wroth every day. 
So read almoft all the antient interpreters \ but the prefent text, from 
a change of points, muft be rendered a God ^wroth every day ; i. e. fay 
commentators, againft the wicked : and fo 6ur public verfion. But 
I cannot think that this could be the pfalmift*s meaning. For the reft, 
\ thought an equipoUenc^ was here better than a literal rendering. 
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PSALM VIII. I 

When this heautiful fjalm *utas compofedy it is uncertain. The 
title gives it to David: but this is no Jure criterion. The 
Critbith, or Gathith, is juppofed t$ have been a mufical instrument 
invented a Gatbi 

FOR THE FIRST musician; ON THE OITHITH ; I 
A PSALM OF DAVID. 

JEHOVAH! our God! 
how illuftrious thy name through the whole earth; ra 

which refoundeth thy praife to the heavens ! 
from the mouths even of babes and fucklings ^ 

thou derived force againft thy foes : . 
fo tis to filence the foe, and the felf-avenger'.* ^ 

When I look at the heavens, the*work of thy fingers, 4 
at the moon and the ftars, which thou»baft formed : 
*^ What is man, I fajy that thou art mindful of him ? 5 
^* What the fon of man, that for him thou careft ?" 
Little lefs than a God thou haft made him, 6 

and haft crowned him with glory and honour ! 
over the works of thine hands * y 

thou haft given him dominion, 
and fubjefted every thing to his power : 
flocks and herds ; nay, the beafts of the foreft ; 8 

the birds of the air ; and the fifties of the fea 9 

that traverfc the paths of the waters ! 

Jehovah ! our God ! lo 

how illuftrious thy name through the whole earth ! 
notes, 

Vcr. 2. ivbicb refoundeth, &c. This line has been greatly mifunder- 
ftood ; I am perfuaded 1 have given the true meaning.— Ver. Z'fi^^^n 
i. e. a (Irong and folid argument againft the atheift, 

PSALM IX. 

This pfalm appears to bt a general thanksgiving Jong\ and it 
thought to have been compojed after the wars mentioned in the Sth 
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gh, of 2 Snm. I would rather place it after the fuppreJJIion of the 
two rebel ions ofAhJhalom and of Shebah : If indeed, it belong not 
to a much later periods 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; ON THE MU- 

THLABEN; a song OF DAVID. 

% I WILL praife Jehovah with my whole heart: 

all his wonderful deeds I will rehearse. 

3 In thee, Jehovah I I will rejoice and exult; 
and celebrate thy name, thou Moft High 1 

4 lince my foes, driven back, have ftumbled ; 
and perifhed before thy face. 

5 For thou haft fupported my righteous plea ; 
haft fat on the throne as a juft judge : 

6 the nations thou haft checked j 
the wicked thou haft undone ; 

their name thou haft- for ever eETaced ! 

7 complete defolation has confumed the foe; 
their cities thou haft deftroyed, 

their remembrance is loft ! 

8 but Jehovah remaineth'for ever. 
Preparing his throne for judgment, 

9 .' with juftlce he will judge the world, 

and with equity doom the peoples. 

10 Jehovah is the proteftor of the weak ; 
a proteftor in the time of tribulation ; 

II they ihall truft in thee, who acknowledge thy 

name : 
for thofe who feek thee, thou never forfakeft. 
\% Sing pfalms to Jehovah, 

who dwelleth in Zion ; 
among the people celebrate \\\% deeds : 
13 fince, inquefting blood, he hath remembered them, 
, and hath not forgotten .the cries of the afflided. 

X4 On me Jehovah hath had compaffion : 

feeing mine afflidion from thofe who hated me; 
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and raifing me from the gates of death : 

that I might rehearfe, Jehovah ! all thy praifes 15 

in the gates of the city of Zion : 

and might exult on being faved by thee. 

The nations have funk into the pit they had made : i5 
in the fnare which they had laid 
hath their own foot been entangled. 
The Lord is recognifed 

in the exercife of judgment: 17 

in the works of his own hand 
hath the wicked been enfnared. 

To the pit (hall the wicked haften : 18 

all the nations unmindful of God ! 
For the poor (hall not for fver be forgotten ; Tg 

nor the hc^e of the afflifted be for ever fruftrated. 

Arife, JeKovah ! let not man prevail : 20 

be the natiops fudged by thee alone: 
place, Jehovah ! a maftcr over them ; ai 

and let the nations know they are but men* 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 13. inqueftin^ blood. I have ventured a new word, the better 
to exprefs the original, without a paraphrafe. The meaning is, that 
God will make a judicial inquiry concerning the blood of the op« 
prefled, and avenge it on their enemies. — Ver. 17. At the end of this 
yerfe, there is a sel ah accompanied by another word HIGAION ; the 
precife meaning of which is not known— Ver. zi. place a mafietovir 
them. This comma is commonly rendered put fear w ibem ; from a 
different reading in the original : but the other is the better and more 
appoiite reading. 

PSALM X.— al.IX. 

This pfalm is fuppofed to have been *written an tie fame occafim 
Hjotih the preceding one; to which in most of the antient verfions 
and 3 of Dr. Kennicott's MSS. it is joined: hence a different 
order in the numbers takes place as far as pfalm 147 \ which 
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leing divided into twot makes the numbers again correffond to ibi 
end oftbe ff alter, Tbe tentb pfalm bas no title, 

I WHY, Jehovah ! ftandeft thou aloof ? 

concealeft thou thyfelf in the time of trouble ? 
9 through the pride of the wicked the weak is diftreffed ; 

is caught in devices which the other contriveth ! 

3 The wicked glorieth in the completion of his wifhes; 
and the rapacious calleth himfelf bleffed ! 

4 The wicked defpifeth Jehovah ! 
through contempt he feeketh bim not ! 
Godlefs are all his thoughts ; 

5 perverfe at all times his ways ! 

Thy judgments, Jehovah ! are beyond his notice: 
all his adverfaries he difregardeth ! 

6 In his heart he faith : ^^ I (hall never be moved :" 
becaufe he hath never been in calamity. 

7 His mouth is full of perjury, deceit, and fraud; 
oppreffion and iniquity are under his tongue ! 

8 In the ambufliment of hedges he fitteth ; 
in lurking-holes he murdereth the innocent! 
His eyes fecretly mark the miferable : 

^ like a lion in his den, he lieth in wait— 
lieth in wait to feize on the forlorn. 

10 He feizeth by dragging him into his net ; 
he croucheth and comprefleth himfelf, 
until the miferable fall into hu toil ! 

11 In his heart he faith : *^ God hath forgotten 
*^ he is hood-winked — he will never fee/' 

12 Arife, Jehovah, God ! exert thy power : 
forget not f fpr ever | the forlorn. 

13 Why (hould the wicked defpife God ? 

(hould he think that thou wilt not make inqueft ? 

14 Thou provided for the proteftion of tbe forlorn : 
becaufe thou haft feen his trouble and forrow. 
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To thee the miferable committeth his caufe : 

of the helplefs thou art the helper. 

So (hatter the arm of the wicked and malignant, 15 

that, when fought for, he may not be found. 

Be Jehovah king for ever and ever : 16 

perifli all the gentiles, out of his land ! 

To the wifh of the forlorn thou haft liftened, 

O Jehovah ! 17 

to their difpofition of heart thou haft inclined thine 

ear; 
to do juftice to the helplefs and the opprefled : 18 

that no man, henceforth, be expelled from the land; 

NOTES* 

My tranflation of this pfalm differs in fo many places from the com- 
mon verfions, that my readers will poffibly be aftoniflred : but I caji 
tffure them that I have ufed no violence to the text, nor admitted a 
fingle change or conje£^:ural emendation ; fave the addition in ver. 12. 
•which is inferted on the authority of the Arabic vcrfion, Tiie text in- 
deed is throughout highly metaphorical : and fomc of the metaphors 
appear harfli in our modern idioms. I have endeavoured to fofren them, 
without altering the meaning ; and I truft the whole pfalm is perfedtly 
intelligible. — Ver. 16. It is clear, I think, from this and ver. i8, that 
the pfalm muft have been compofed after the remigration from Babylon: 
confequently, if it ever belonged to the preceding pfalm, the title of that 
pfalm which afcribes it to David muft be a falfc title — and indeed little 
ftrcfs is to be laid on any of the titles. 

PSALM XL— al.X. 

This pfalm feems to have been compofed hy Davidy either during 
his perfecution hy Saul^ or in^be time of Ahjbahms rebellion. Its 
title is, 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PS^LM OFDAVFD. I 

IN Jehovah I truft : — why fay ye to me: 
" Efcape, like a birdling, to the mountains ; 
'^ for lo ! the wicked have bent the bow, a 
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^^ have fitted their arrow to the firing, 

** to flioot in fecret at the upright of heart ! 

3 ^^ When the foundations ofjujiice are fubverted, 
*^ what can the juft man do ?" 

4 Jehovah in his facred palace; 
Jehovah, whofe throne is in the heavens— 
HIS eyes behold ; his eyebrows examine 
the difpojitions of the fons of man. 

5 Thfe juft man Jehovah approveth : 

but the wicked and violent his foul detefteth. 

6 On the wicked he (howereth flakes of fulphureousfire; 
a tremendous tempeft is the portion of their cup! 

7 But Jehovah, being juft, delighteth in juftice : 
his countenance regardeth the righteous. 

NOTES. 
Ver. I. Efcapey ^c. This is the advice of David's timid friends, 
which is continued to the end of ver. 3. The Hebrew text is here 
evidently corrupted : but almoft all the antient verfions have pre fcrved 
the true reading. — Ver, 4. David's reply is abrupt, but beautifully 
poetical. — lb. bis eyebrows examine. This is a bold metaphor, but by 
no means unnatural: when we examine anything ferioufly, the eyebrows 
are fenfibly affeftcd, and vifibly exerted. — Ver. h. a tremendous tempeft, 
or blafl. He alludes, mod probably, to the burning wind called the 
fmumy or famiel'i which is often fatal to the unguarded traveller. 

PSALM XII.— al. XI. 
Compofidj I thinkf during the rebellion of AbJbaJom. Its title is, 

t FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN 5 ON THE OCTA- 

CHORD:. A PSALM OF r)AVID. 

% SAVE thou, Jehovah! forgone are the com- 

paflionate; 
' the fincere have ceafed to be among the fons of man ! 

3 Diffemblingly they fpeak, each one to. his fellow ; 
fpeak with flattering lips, but with a double heart ! 

4 Cut oflF, Jehovah ! every flattering lip; 



^ 
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every tongue that uttereth boaftful Aings : 

of thofe who fay : " By our tongue we (hall prevail <*- 5 

*^ our lips are our own — who is lord over us ?" 

^^ For the mifery of the afflifted, 6 

** for the anguifli of the miferable^ 
" I myfelf (faith Je^hovah) will inftantly arife, 
*^ and place them in fafety from their infultcrs." 

The words of Jehovah are words fincere, 
filver tried in an earthen cruciblej y 

feven-times refined 1 

Jehovah, then, will be their guardian; 9 

will preferve them for ever from this race of men i 
when the wicked flalk every where around, o 

and the vileft of mankind are exalted, 

notes. 

There are great beauties in this pfalm, which difappear in a dry 
profaic theological verfion. The tranfitions are as bold as thofe of 
Pindar, and more cmphatical. In ver. 8. are fome various readings, 
which I notice nothere ; as I think the common readings are preferable* 

PSALM XIIL— al. XII. 

This pfalm is generally referred to SauPs ferfecutton of David: 
hut from ver. 5 one is inclined to think that it was compofed during 
the rebellion of Abjbalom. Its title is, 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM OF DAVID. I 

HOW long, Jehovah ! wilt thou me forget? a 
how long hide from me thy countenance ? 
how long (hall I be uneafy in mind? 3 

be all day grieved in my heart ? 
how long (hall my foe be exalted above me ? 

3e favourable— hear me, Jehova^ ! my Gop ! 4 
enlighten mine eyes, left 1 fleep the fleep of death j 
left mine enemy fay : ** I h^ve prevailed :*' 5 

left my foe «xuU on my being removed. 
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6 For I in thy mercy put my truft : 

my heart will rejoice on being faved by thee. 
I will fingto Jehovah for his bounty toward me: 
tpfaimodize to the name of Jehovah, the Moflt 
High. 

NOTES. ' 

The laft line of ver. 6. is added on the authority of Sep. and 
Arab, and was retained in our Englifh liturgical verfion. I am 
perfuaded that it flood originally in the text : and that it and the pre* 
ceding line ihould be accounted the feventh verfe. 

PSALM XIV.— al. XIII. 

Although this psalm he in the title ascrihed to David ; it seems 
pretty clear, from the last verse, that it was composed during the 
Bahylonish captivity : or at least after the deportation of the ten 
tribes. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM OF 

DAVID. 

THE profligate imagine — ^there is no God ! 
corrupted they are — ^abominations they praiQiife ! 
not one of them doeth good — not even one ! 
Ci Je h ova h from the heavens viewed the Ions of man; 
to fee if there were any fo wife as to feek God. 

3 They are all gone aftray, are all corrupted : 
not one doeth good— not even one 1 

4 Shall not all fuch evil-doers be made fenfible ; 
who have devoured my people, as bread is devoured? 

5 Since Jehovah they invoke not, with fear they 

fhall tremble, 
when Jehovah fliall appear in the congregatio^n 
of the juft. 

6 They deride the confidence of the afflifted j 

c 
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althongh Jehovah be his reftige ! 

Oh ! that falvation may, from Zion, come to Ifrael ! ^ 
When Jehovah hath reverfed the captivity of his peoplcy 
Jacob will exult — Ifrael will rejoice. 

NOTES. 
Some parts of thb pfaim are hard to be underftobd, and ftill more 
difficult to be intelUgibly rendered. I have done my beft; but am not 
entirely fatisfied with my own doings. After ver. 4. there is an ad- 
dition of three verfes in fome Greek copies, followed by Vulg. : and 
Arab. wkhoneofKennicott'sMSS. has the fame addition. It fecms, 
however, to be an interpolation, partly from pfalm 5. and partly from 
pfalm 62. It is quoted indeed by Paul, Rom. 3. i-S : Thi« however 
only proves that he read it in his Greek copy. But this is not the 
place to canvafs the matter critically. 

PSALM XV.— al. XIV. 
Thn palm, if tie title he not spurious, seems t(h have teen com- 
posed hy David, Kvhen the ark was hrought in triumph to the taler- 
nacle prepared for it in Zion',^'et H may pofsihly have heen com^ 
fosed hy some Jewish hard, ahout the time of the remigralionfrom, 

^y^^* A PSALM OF DAVID. I 

: WHO, Jehovah 1 ihall fojoum at thy tabernacle ? 
who {hall inhabit thine holy mouatain ? 
He who walketh uprighdy, and afteth jwftly : % 

who from his heart fpeaketh the truth ; 
who flandereth not wkh his tongue : S 

wbadoth no harm to his fellow,, 
nor on his neighbour bringeth difgrace : 
in whofe eyes the worthlefs are contemptible 5 4 

4)ut who honoureth the reverers of Jehovah : 
who, when he fweareth to a friend, deceiveth 
hiiunott 
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5 who putteth not his money to ufury 5 

nor taketh a bribe againft the Innocent— 
He who adeth thus, {hall never be moved. 

PSALM XVI. ah— XV. 

The psalmist heauttfuUy exprefsetb bis sole dependance onjelovah 
. his God', bis contempt ofallotberprofane divinities \ his thanhfuU 
nejs for the good" things already received, and his firm hope of 
future favour and proteBion, The title is, 

I A GOLDEN SONG OP DAVID. 

PRESERVE me, O God ! for in thee I truft. 
a To Jehovah I have fald : " My LoED art thou: 
*^ no good I expe6t but from thee.'* 

3 As for thofe profane earthly idols, 

and all the great who In them delight—* 

4 multiplied be their forrows : 
backward let them fpeed : 

libations of blood to them I will not pourj 
their names I will not mention with my lips. 

5 Je H o V A H ! the portion of mine heritage and cup } 
thou art he who rendereth me fecure. 

6 The lines have fallen for me on a pleafant fpot 5 
delightful truly is the heritage on me devolved. 

7 I will blefs Jehovah, who confulteth my good} 
even, by night, he is the object of my defires. 

8 Jehovah I ever place before me : 

while he is at my right hapd, I cannot be moved« 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, 
and my liver rejoiceth; 

my whole flefli refteth in fecurity, 
JO that thou wilt not abandon my foul to Hadlfa; 
nor fuffer thy pious-one to fee the pit : 
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but to me wilt make krtown the pith of life 3 x I 

overflowings of joy, in thy preferice, 
perjpetqal pleafures, at thy right hand^ 

NOTES. 
Vcr. «. To Jebavab Ihavefaid^ The prefent Hebrew has tbOu baji 
Jald, i. e. fay interpreters, « thou, my JouU^-^Bmi the text is here cor- 
rupted ; and the 6tHer heading is thit of all the antieilt verfioAs (fave 
Chald.) and of many MSS.*-iVer. 3; Thii verfe has, in my dpinidn, 
be^ii ftr^gciy mifuhderftoeyd, both by aritieht and mMem interpreters : 
and in moft verfions is hardly intelligible. If I miftakt fiot ttoch, I 
hate given the true meanmg, without altering a fingle letter of the 
original.— Ver. 9. My liver tejoicetb. When this verfion appeared, 
fome years ago, in iny firft fptfcimens, fonre witlings made themfelvet 
merry with it ; \s<dx they muft have been totally unacquainted not only 
with the Hebrew and other Orienul idioms, byt alfo with thofe of 
Greete and Rome. In faft, the U*iier was accounted the feat of ^ey and 
oi griefs as well as the hedtrt ; as the reint were acco\inted the itzi o£ 
deftres and cffe£li9ns. Here thfc parallclifm wov:rtd bfc loft by the fub- 
fUtution of any other word. But much more of this in my Criacal 
Remarks.— Ver. 10. Hades, In our common Englifh verfion the 
Hebrew .word is fometimes rendered grave^ and (bmetimes, as here, 
bell: and, if etymology be attended to, I have little doubt of this being 
. . its original meaning ; nay, the very word itfelf, diverted of its hifiing 
found : but belly in out theology, having obtained another meanings 
it is no more a proper terrfi' to exprefs the Hebrew terrti ; which denotes 
the great receptacle of the dead in general, equivalent, perhaps, to the 
Greek Hadis ; which word^ with (bme of my brother-tranflators, I have 
ufed throughout. The reader, if hepleafcg m^y fubftitute^a^i/^, or 
belli or any term he likes better. 

PSALM XVIl.— al. XVt. 

TbU psalm appears io bave been composed^ when David was 
persecuted by Saul, and obliged io take refuge in tbe most tnaccefstble 
places* It is entitled^ 

A PRAYER Ot DAVID. t 

HEAR, juft JsttovAH ! attend to my plamt : 
liilen to my j^rayer, not made with feigned lips« 
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% From thee let my doom proceed ; 

iQay thine eye9 difcern what 13 right. 

3 Thou haft tried mine heart, and by night fearched it ^ 
thou haft fmelted me, and found in me no drofs. 

4 I never have approved the mifdeeds of men : 
at thy \yprd, I have kept to ru^ed paths j 

5 fupport thou my fteps ii> thy tr^icks, 
that my feet may never flip. 

6 I thee invoke, beeaufe thou art wont to hear me : 
O God \ to me incline thine ear : 

7 exert thy bounty, faviour of thofe who truft in thee, 
'gainft thofe who rife up agalnft thy power, 

$ Guard me as the tender apple of the eye 2 
hide me, under J:he (hade pf thy wing^, 

9 from the wicked, whp would me deftrpy ; 

from my mortal foes, who encompafs m^ about, 

10 Their hearts they have hardened : 
they fpeak arrogantly with their mouth : 

11 pur fteps they have already compafled : 
they ^im at levelling us with the ground. 

I a The foe is like a lion, who gafpefh for prey j 

like a young lion lurking in a covert. 
i^ Arife, Jehovah! prevent him--:hupible him-^ 

V^ith thy fword defend me frpm the wicked : 
J4 by thine hand, Jehovah j from fuch men — 

men, whofe portion in life is permanent ; 

whofe bellies ilfioxi haft filled with rare things j 

who are blefled with a numerous progeny ; 

and for their phi)dren lay by their fuperfluence ! 
%^ Let me, in innocence, enjoy but thy prefence ; 

with the re-appearance of thy countenance 

If, {Jiall be completely fatisfied. 

^3 
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NOTES. 
There are many hard parages in this otherwife beautiful pfalm ; 
which it is not eafy to render ; and which cannot and ought not to be 
literally rendered. I truft I have made the whole intelligible.— Ver. 3, 
Thou bafl /melted me, A metaphor taken from the fmelting of metals, 
to purify them from extraneous matter. This and the next ver. arc 
badly pointed and divided in the original ; as in our common Englifh 
vcrfion.— Ver. lo. Their hearts they have hardened : lit. they ha^je clofed 
their midriff: (hut out all compaffion from their hearts.— Ver. 15. This 
is a very difficult paffage, and has been varioufly interpreted. I am con- 
fident of having given the true meaning, as literally as our language will 
admit. The favour of God, and the revival of his wonted proteflion, 
arc all that the pfalmift wiflies for. Let others abound in earthly goods 
and fwim in earthly pleafures. 

PSALM XVIII.— al. XVII. 

This psalm is the same with that in 2 Sam, 22., except some 
small variations and additions , which are of little importance. The 
title points to the time of its Being composed, 

POR THE PIUST musician: A PSALM OF JEHO- I 
VAH's servant DAVID ; WHO ADDRESSED 
THIS SONGTO JEHOVAH, WHEN JEHOVAH HAD 
PELIVERED HIM PpOM THE HANDS OF SAUL^ 
AND OP ALL H;S ENEMIES. 

I LOVE thee (faid he) Jehovah ! my ftrength ! % 
Jehovah ! my rock, my fortrefs, and my refuge ! 3 
my God ! my rock, in whom I truft ; 
my (hield, my falvation-horn, my elevated tower ! 

Penetrated with terror I invoked Jehqvah ! ^ 

and from my foes I was preferved. 
The billows of death had environed me, ^ 

impetuous torrents had on me ruflied : 
the cords of Hades were enfolding me : . 6 

laid for me were the fnares of death ! 
In my diftrefs I invoked Jehovah : f 
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to my God I cried aloud : 

from his palace he liftened to my voice ; 

my cry penetrated his ear. 

8 The earth then (hook and trembled \ 

the foundations of the mountains rocked and fliook I 
for, his anger being incenfed, 

9 from hi3 noflrils iifued fmoke^ 

and from his mouth devouring flame : 
which enkindled flakes of fire ! 

10 He bent the heavens, and defcended : 
under his feet was a thick darfc cloud ! , 

J I Upon a cherub he rode and flew; 
he glided on the wings of the wind ! 

12 Darknefs he placed round him, as a covert ; 

his pavilion was dark waters— condenfed clouds I 

13 From the fplendour of his prefence 
the clouds were difpelled 

into hail and flakes of fire ! 

14 From thp heavens Jehovah thundered^ 
the Moft High uttered his voice ! 

I j his fliafts he fliot and fcattered ; 

his lightnings he multiplied, and difperfed ! 
x6 The channels of waters were then feen ; 

difcovered were the foundations of the globe ; 

at thy rebuking, Jehovah ! 

at thy blaft-breathing anger. 
ly From above he ftretched bis band, 

and laid hold on me 5 

out of many waters he drew me up; 
18 he refcued me from my powerful foes ; 

from thofe who defpifed me— 

becaufe ftronger than I. 
15 In the day of diftrefs they had furprifed me, 

but Jehovah was my leaning-ftafF, 
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He 'brought me out into a wider fpape ; 3,0 

he refcued me becaqfe he was pleafed with me : 
Jehovah requited me according to mine innocence, 2 1 
repaid me according to the cleannefs of mine hands. 

Becaufe the ways of Jehovah I had kept, 2Z 

and hs^d never revolted from my God — 
becaufe his decrees had ever been before me j 23 

and his ftatutes I had never rejeftedrr- 
beqaufe with him I had ever been fincere, i?^4 

and had guarded ir[yfelf from injuftice — ? 
Jehovah hath repaid me, ^c 

according to mine integrity ; 
according to the cleannefs of my hands in his fight. 

To the benign thou alfo art benign ; . 26 

witl^ the fincere thou dealeft fincerely ; 
with the pure thou alfo art pure ; 2y 

but, with the ftubborn, thou too art ftubborn : 
Thofe who are depreffed, thou faveft : a8 

but the haughty thou humbleft, with difdain. 

Tis thou, Jehpvah ! who lighted my lamp : 29 
Jehovah, my God, enlighteneth my (l^rknefs. 
Enabled by thee, I bound over fences ; 30 

through my God, I leap over walls ! 
a God, whofe co?idu£t is Jrreprehenfible ; 31 

for fire-tried is the word of Jehovah ; 
he is a fliield to all who truft in him. 

Who, indeed, is a God, befide Jehovah ? ^^ 

-who a firm rock, befide our God ? ' 
the God who girdeth me with ftrength ; 33 

maketh me ^arch without impediment ; 
xriaketh my feet equal to thofe of the hinds ; 34 

and on mine eminences maketh me ftand firm : 
who traineth mine hands to war, 35 

aud maketh mi]ie atp^is like a bow of brafs. 
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36. With thy faving fhield thou covercft me, 
thy right hand is my fupport ; 
thine indulgence maketh me great. 

37 Ample room thou makeft for my fteps, 
that mine ancles may never dagger. 

38 I purfue my foes — I overtake them— 

I tuim not, until they be completely routed. 

39 I maul them fo that they cannot rife 5 
they fall flat beneath my feet ! 

40 for thou girded me with drength for the battle, 
under me thou fubdued mine opponents ; 

41 on the necks of my foes thou maked me tread j 
and mine adverfaries I utterly dedroy. 

42 They cry for help ; but there is none to fave : 
to Jehovah they cry, but he anfwereth not. 

43 I beat them as fmall as dud before the wind ; 
like the dirt of the lanes I damp them down. 

44 From my opponents thou had delivered me, 
and had placed me at the head of nations. 

A people whom I knew not, are become my fub- 
jeas: 

45 foon as they hear my mandates, they obey. 

46 Foreign nations, although fcignedly, yet obey me; 
foreign nations flirink with fear, 

and tremble in their own drong holds. 

47 Live, Jehovah ! and blefled be my rock ! 
exalted be the God who hath faved me ! 

48 the God who hath avenged my caufe ; 
and induced the nations to obey me ; 

49 refcuing me from all mine enemies ! 
Above mine adverfaries thou had raifed me ; 

CO from the violent man thou had delivered me : 

therefore, among the people, I will praifeJEHOVAa! 
pfakns I will (ing to his name ; 
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who IS the great fafeguard of his cbofm king, 51 

and the favourer of his anointed— 

of David and of his feed, for ages to come. 

NOTES. 
Every reader muft obfcnre that this pfalm is highly metaphorical, and 
quite in the Oriental exaggerating ftyle. D^ep wafers — /be billows of 
^eatb-^tbe cords of Hades^ &c. exprefs the greateft degree of calamity 
and diftrefs : but Jehovah, who is a rock^ 2i tower y^ifortrefs^ zjbield^ 
^falvation'borny &c. can eafily refcue from all fuch perils. His coming 
down in a thunder-ftorm, to fave David and terrify his enemies, is 
wonderfully well conceived ; and the defcription of the llorm itfelf 
uncommonly fublime.— Ver. 26, 27, 28. The attributes in thefe verfes, 
applied to God, feem harfli in our refined ideas of the Divinity : but 
in Hebrew they mean nothing more than that God treats mankilid 
according to their deeds and difpofitions.— Ver. 34. The comparifon 
of his feet to thofe of hinds, or deer, is pecuharly fuitable. When 
perfecuted by Saul, he was often obliged to take refuge on the moft 
inacceflible cliffs of mountains ; where both fpeed and fure-footing 
were abfolutely neceffary. — Ver. 35. makejl mine arms like a bow of 
hrafs. Some render : makefimine mrms ft to draw a bow ofbrafs. I 
cannot think that the original will bear this meaning. — Ver. 40. Thoii 
girdefl me wUhfrengtb. To be well-girt^ was to be well-armed^ in the 
Greek and Latin idioms, as well as in the Hebrew.— Ver. 43. He 
alludes to the conquered nations, who obeyed with relu6Unce, through 
mere compulfion and fear. The whole pfalm is a mafterly compofition, 
which I have endeavoured to make as intelligible as poffible, without 
deviating into paraphrafe, 

PSALM XIX.— al. XVIII. 

Tbc suhjeH of tbis psalm, is general ; and its tenor is readily per- 
teived. A finer argument against atbiism was never urged, nor 
letter exprefsed. 

FOR THB FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM OF I 

DAVID. 

THE heavens proclaim the glory of God ! ^ 

the works of his hands the expanfe declareth ! 
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3 day after day, emitteth fpeech ; 

night after night, announceth knowledge ! 

4 not a fpeech and language, that are not heard : 

5 through the whole earth their voice is fpread ! 
their eloquence to the limits of the world ! 

In them he hath pitched a tent for the fun : 

6 wholike a bridegroom iflueth from his nuptial-bower: 
and, like a giant, exulteth in his rapid courfe ! 

7 . from one end of the heavens is his fetting out, 
and to the other end his revolution down ! 
fo that no one is deprived of his heat. 

8 Thus the law of Jehovah is perfedl, 
recreating the foul of man : 

the doftrine of Jehovah is true, 
teaching the fimple wifdom : 

9 the ftatutes of Jehovah are right, 
exhilarating the heart : 

the precepts of Jehovah are clear, 
illuminating the mind : 

10 the worfliip of Jehovah is pure, 
enduring for ever : 

the judgments of Jehovah are fure, 
and altogether righteous ; 

11 more defirable than gold — the fineft gold— 

and fweeter than honey diftilling from the comb I 

12 By them thy fervant is inftrufted : 

for obferving them great is the reward, 

13 One's errors who can difcern ? 
from hidden faults hold me clean : 

14 but from fins of infolence preferve thy fervant j 
let not fuch ever over me domineer. 

If I be guiltlefs and clear of great crimes, 

15 my addrefles will be agreeable to thee ; 
and the wifties of my heart acceptable ; 
Jehovah ! my rock, and my redeemer! 
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PSALM XX.— al.XIX. 

This psalm seems to have been composed when pavld was about 
to war with the Syrians* See 2 Sam. ch. 8. 

FOR TH5 FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSAL^ OP % 

DAVID. 

MAY Jehovah hear thee in the day of diftr^fs : % 
may the name of Jacob's God pr6te6t thee : 
may he fend jthee help from the faaftuary, 3 

and ftrengtben thee from Zion i 

may he remember all thiQe oblations, 4 

and find thine holocaufts agreeable : 
may he grant thee thine heart's defire, 5 

and accomplifli all thy purpofes ; 
that we may rejoice in being faved through thee ; $ 

fince in the name of our God we difplay our banner : 
may Jehovah grant thee all thy requefts. 

Nay, I am certain that Jehovah will fave his 7 
anointed, 
will favour him, from his holy heavens, 
with his right hsmd's faying power, 

Let others boaft of chariots — -and others of hqrfes : J? 
but we will glory in the name of our Goc}. 
They fhall be humbled and fall y 
but we fhall be exalted, and ftand firm, 
Jehovah ! fave the king ; ^ 

hear us when thee we ii^vojce. 

NOTES. 

Ver. X. This and the following 5 verfcs are fuppofed to be fpokca 
by a chorus of the people, praying for fuccefs to their king's arms. 
In ver. 7. David is fuppofed to interrupt thei?i by declaring his belief 
that he is fure of protection : after which the phprys continiie to the 
end. In this manner fome late tranflators have divided the pfalm. I 
have left it undivide4i becaufe it is i^ot certain \ybet)i^r the whole may 
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not be afcrlbed to David, fpeaking of himfelf as he often does elf^wheret 
in the third perfon. But let the intelligent reader judge for himfelf. 
-^Ver. ^ find thine holocaufli agreeable t \\x. find tbeni fat \ conformable 
to the injunction of Mofes, that the bed and fatteft of the flocks and 
het-ds (hould be oflfered to God.^-Ver. 6. tJoe difplay our banner. So the 
prefent text : but tndft of the antient tranflators feem to have read a 
differi^nt word (differing onljr in the tranfpofition of a letter) which is 
commonly rendered be magnifiedy oitriumpb^ as our firft Eriglifli trans* 
lators rendered it; and which is ftill the verfion of our liturgical pfalter. 
t prefer the prefent reading, as more poetical and appofite.— Ver. S. 
This verfe feems to point out the precife time when the pfalm was oom- 
pofed. Hadar-ezer^s army confided chiefly of chariots and cavalry* 
David had neither before this viftory over the Syrians j from whom 
his hiftorian tells us he took xoo chariots and 700 horfes. See 2 8am« 
S.4. 

t>SALM XXL— al. XX. 

tVis psaim appears to he a continuation of the former, composed 
after the viffory, 

t POR TUB FIRST MUSICIAN; A PSALM OF 

DAYIB. 

% IN thy might, JehoVah ! the king tejoiceth j 

and greatly exulteth in being faved by thee : 

^ the defire of his heart thou haft granted him: 
the reqiieft of his lips thou haft not denied. 

4 Thou haft even prevented him with bounteous 

bleffings I 
and on his head thou haft placed a crown of gold. 

5 Life he had requefted of thee, 

and longevity thou haft granted him ! 

6 great is his glory in being faved by thee. 
Honour and majefty on him thou haft conferred; 

1 eftabliftied him in lafting happinefs ; 

and exhilarated him by thy gracious countenance* 
8 Becaufe the king trufted in Jehovah, 

and in the bountifulnefs of the Moft High^ 
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from his throne he fhall never be removed. 

Thine hand (hall find out all thy foes, 9 

thy right hand fliall find out all who hate thee. 

In the time of thine indignation, lO 

thou wilt make them like a fiery furnace ! 

Jehovah in his wrath will them devour ! 

his fire (hall totally confume them ! 

Their fruit thou wilt deftroy from the earthy i| 

and their feed from among the fons of man ! 

Becaufe they intend mifchief againft thee, \% 

and meditate an impotent defign ; 

thou wilt make them a butt to thine arrowSj 13 

which, againft them, thou haft fitted to thy firing. 

Arife, Jehovah ! in thine own might : 14 

jdiat we may fing, and celebrate thy power. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 4. A crown of gold. This by interpreters is fuppofcd to be 
only a metaphorical cxpreffion : but it befi'des alludes, I think, to the 
real crown that was taken from the king of the Ammonites, and 
<♦ put upoii the head of David." See 2 Sam. 12. 30'.— Ver. 9. Ibine 
band JhtxU find outy &c. I am not fare but th^s and the following verbs 
fhould be rendered in the preterite or prefent time. — Ver. 13. has been 
▼arioufly rendered. I have preferred that tranflation which appeared 
to be the moll natural, and moft agreeable to the context. 

PSALM XXII.— al. XXI. 

^ The complexion of this psalm is very (different /rem that of the 
foregoing. The author seems to have been in the deepest disirefs 
when be composed it 5 Hvbich must have been during the beat cf 
SauTs persecution. See 1 Sam, ch. 13. Several farts of it au 
in the New Testament applied to Jesus Christ. The title if, 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; tO hcfung AT THE I 
DAWN OF DAY I A PSALM OF DAVID* 

MY God ! my God ! why forfakeft'thou me; ^ 

remote from mine a^d^ and beedlefs of my groans 2 
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3 My God ! I cry by day, but thou heareft not I 
and by night; but without relief! 

4 Yet thou art ftill the holy- one, 
the fubjefl: of praife in Ifrael ! 

5 In thee our forefathers trufted— 

they trufted, and thou deliveredft them : 

6 to thee they cried, and were refcued ; 

in thee they trufted, and were not put to (hame, 
y But I am a wormling, and not a man ; 

the fcorn of men, and derifion of the people, 

8 All they who fee me, laugh at me ; 
they wry their lip, and (hake their head ! 

9 ^^ He throweth himfelf on Jehovah : 
^^ let him relieve him, 

*^ fince in him he delighteth." 

10 Thou, indeed, dreweft me from the womb ; 
thou waft mine hope, on my mother's breaft : 

11 on thee I was thrown from my birth ; 

from my mother's womb my God thou haft been. 
1^ Be not far from me, when diftrefs is nigh i 
and no one elfe to deliver me. 

13 A multitude of bulls furround me ; 
fierce bulls of Baihan encompafs me : 

14 againft me they open wide their mouths^ 
like a ravenous and roaring lion ! 

15 I am lax like water ; diflblved are my bones; 
mine heart, like wax, is melted in my bowels! 

16 Like a potflierd, my fubftance is dried up ; 
my tongue cleaveth to my jaws 5 

and thou haft laid me in the duft of death ! 

17 For a f multitude of | dogs befet me 5 
lacerating mi&e hands and my feet. 

a crowd of the wicked encompafs me about : 
all my bones they number : iS 
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ftt me they ftare and gaze : 

they divide my garment;^ among them, 19 

and for my clothing they call Iot3* 

But be not thou, Jbhovah ! far from me: ao 

haften thou, my ftrength ! to mine aid 2 
refcue my life from the fword, 21 

my dear life from the power of the dog 2 
fave me from the mouth of the lion, 2Z 

and from the buffalo's horns defend me* 

Thy name I will celebrate among my brethren; 23 
mid the aflembly I will praife thee thus : 
*^ Ye worfliippers of Jehovah, to him give praife; 24 
*^ all ye feed of Jacob, ^o him give glory ; 
*^ fince he hath not defpifed nor difdained 25 

^* the affli(9:ion of the miferable : 
*^ from whom he hath not hid his countenance ; 
** but hath liftened to his invocation/' 

In the great aflembly my praife (hall be of thee : 26 
in the prefence of thy worfliippers I will pay my vows : 
the needy fliall eat, and be fatisiied : 2J 

they who feek Jehovah, fliall praife him, 
as, henceforth, their hearts fliall be refreflied. 
The inhabitants of the land, to its utmoil limits, 28 
fliall repent, and return to Jehovah, 
and all the tribes of the people fliall worfliip him. 
For Jehovah's is the kingdom; ^9 

and of the people he is the ruler. 
All the rich of the land fliall eat, and worfliip ; 30 

and thofe who are ftarving fliall adore and be revived. 
Pofterity fliall ferve him; and be reckoned his: 31 

through generations, they fliall come, 
a|id declare his juftice ; 3^ 

to people yet unborn, what he bath done I 
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NOTES. 
There are many difficulties in this pfalm^ which it is not eafy td 
furmount. Somt fmall corruptions have crept into the text j but not 
fo many as fome text-menders imagine. I have touched them witji 
a tender hand -, and never but when I found it abfolutely nccefifary; 
The following notes will, I truft, make it intelligible to all capacities. 
— Ver. lo. 7bou drewefl me from the womht &c. This metaphorical 
language only (ignifies that David from his firft infancy depended on 
God as on a father. There may be, however, fome alluiion to the mode 
of delivering women among the Hebrews. The father, probably, re* 
ceived the new-bom infant on his knees. See Job 3. 12. — Ver. 134 
A multitude cf bulls. The bull is known to be a fierce aiiimal ; and 
thofc of Baflian, from its luxuriant padres, ^ere uncommonly fo. 
The author, in this and the following verfes, accumulates, under va- 
rious metaphors^ every fort of diftrefs and danger that can befall a 
mifepible man. — ^Vcr. 17. I have added the words a multitude 0/*, on 
the authority of almoft all the antient verfions 5 even of the Chaldce 
^2X2Lip\irdSt,'~lh. lacerating mine bands and my feet. There is here a 
wt)rd in the original that has been a ftrange fubjcft of controverfy, 
which I fhall e«B(mine in another place. I will here only fay, that I 
deem the prefent reading genuine, and that Chriilian commentators 
have vexed it without a caufe. The metaphor refers to the dogs in 
the firft comma> for which reafon I have, with Green, tranfpofed the 
ftcond, to make the firaile more ftriking. They who have feen a 
poor deer torn in pieces by cruel hounds, will be able to form a proper 
idea of the metaphor. — ^Ver. 18. all my bones tbey number. The pre- 
fent text has : cdi my btnes I number ^ or may number : but T am per- 
fuaded that the original reading was tbey number ; which is that of all 
the anticnts, fave Chald. I have elfewhere accounted for the alter- 
ation. — ^Ver. 22, from tbe buffaloes borns. This wild animal is more 
fierce and fwifter than the common bull. Others render unicorn, 
that is, the rbinoceros, — Ver. 28, I was here ilnder the nteeffity of 
paraphrafing a little; but I am perfuaded I have given the meaning* 
This and the following verfes incline me to believe that the pfalm 
was compofed during the rebellion of Abfhalom, when all the other 
tribes and a great part of Judah had revolted; but who, when David 
returned victorious, relented and returned to their duty.— Ver. 30. all 
tbe rich t &c. Ml, all tbe fat ones -y who, when they come to wofihip> 

D 
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(hall bring euchariftic facrificesy out of which they ihali give portions to 
the poor ; fo that thofe who would otherwife be in a ftarving condition 
would meet with refreihment, when they canie to adore at the fane- 
tuary : for fuch I take to be the meaning of the lad comma of this 
vtffe, which cannot be literally rendered with any degree of perfpi* 
cuity. It was ufual for the great, and particularly for the prince, to 
diftribute meat and drink among the people, and for that purpofe to 
facrifice a vaft number of victims. See i Sam. 6. 19, and i K. 8. 5. 
— Ver. 31 and 34. I am not fure that I have rightly rendered thefe 
t^vo verfes : but I could make no other fenfe out of them, without 
altering my text; which I am always unwilling to do without a co- 
gent reafom 

PSALM XXIII.— al. XXII. 

This fsalm U a happy specimen 0/ Hebrew poetry^ and hat 
b^m elegantly translated into verse, by Addison and others. It 
mutt h(wi been composed after all David's first troubles were 
Cfver; most probably in the beginning of bis reign, 

A PSALM OF DAVII>. * I 

JEHOVAH my (hepherd I fhall never want ; 
m verdant paftures he maketh me repofe. a 

By gentle dreams he leadeth me : 
he recreateth my foul. 3 

In dhred paths he guideth me, 
for his own name's fake. 

But were I to walk in the dark vale of death 5 4 

I fhould dread no harm, while thou art with me 2 
thy ftaff and thy crook would comfort me. 
A table thou haft fpread before me : 5 

in the face of my foes thou anointeft mine head; 
with liquor my cup overfloweth. 

Ah ! may thy bounteous mercy follow me 6 

during all the period of my life ; 
may I dwell at the houfe of Jehovah, 
for a length of days to come. 
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NOTES. 
Ver. 1. Jebovab my Jbepberd, This metaphor fiaturally occurred to 
David from his firft paftoral condition, and is moH happily applied. 
—Ver. 4. in the dark %jtaie of deaths i. e. a very dark and difmal vale. 
—Ver. 5« tbou amintefl mine bead. This has no allufion to the' regal 
un6tioq \ i>ut to the eaftem cuftom of anointing the heads of great and 
noble guefts with oil and other fragrant unguents ; which was al(b 
cuftomary among the Greeks and Romans. Chrift indire6lly re- 
proaches the Pharifee who had invited him to dine with him, for the 
omiffion of this part of hofpitality. See Luke 6. 46. 

PSALM XXIV.— al. XXIII. 
ThU palm is thought to have been composed, when the ark was 
hroughtfrom the house of Ohed-edam, to the flace which David 
* had prepared for it on Mount Zion. 

f A PSALM OF DAVID. 

THE earth is Jehovah's, with all its contents j 
the globe with all its inhabitants r 
t for he it was, who founded it on the feas, 
and upon the rivers eftablifhed it. 

3 Who fliall afcend the mountain of Jehovah ? 
aild who (hall (land in his holy place ? 

4 The clean of hands, and the pure of heart ; 
who fetteth not his mind on falfehood ; 
nor fweareth with intent to deceive. 

5 He (hall receive a bleffing from Jehovah ;. 
and be juftified by the God of his falvation. 

6 Such is the race of tho(e who feek him ; 
who defire thy prefence, f O God of Jacob I ' 

7 Ye gates ! lift up your hfeads : 
ye lofty doors ! be lifted up : 

that the king of glory may come in. 
9 ** Who is this king of glory ?" 

Jehovah, ftrong and mighty 5 
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Jehovah, powerful in battle. 

Ye gates ! lift up your heads ; 9 

ye lofty doors ! be lifted up : 

that the king of glory may come in. . , 

*^ Who is this king of glory V ip 

Jehovah, the God of hofts— 
He is this king of glory. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 7. Ye lofty doors. The common verfion is: "ye everlafting 
doors," i. e. very antient ; fuch as the gates of Jerufalem are fuppofed 
to have been. 1 think the Hebrew word has here another meaning, 
and refers either to the loftinefs of the doors, or to their being highly 
drawn up. They feem to have been portcullises ; which were raifed 
high J not opened wide, to admit thofe who entered. 

PSALM XXV.— al. XXIV. 
The title gives this psalm to David : hut I am inclined to think ,, 
this is a misnomer 5 and that it was composed hy some minor poet 
during the Bahylonish captivity. It is the first of the five psalms 
^d//^<^ alphabetic J because the verses are arrqngid according h 
the letters of the Hehreiv alphabet, in numher twenty-two : 
a species of writing, somevihat similar to our acrostics: hut which, 
I am persuaded, was not known in the days of David. Some 
errors have crept into the text of most of those alphabetic psalms. 
The words have been sometimes ill divided, and mispointed; and 
whole members (filj$ senunce been omitted. 1 have endeavoured^ 
in imitation of Hare, ^Kennicett, and others, to restore the text: 
but never fvithout warning the reader of these redorations. It 
will be easily perceived, that it is impofsible to exhibit in a ver- 
nacular version the alphabetical arrangement of the original. I 
have, however, prefixed the forms and names of the Hebrew letters 
to ibe sentences to which they belong. 

A PSALM OF DAVID. X 

K. ALEPH. 

TO thee, Jehovah ! I raife my foul : 
my God ! save tby servant tntfting in thee. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«XV4 THE BOOK OP PSALMS. 37 

a BETH. 

2 In thee I truft ; let me not be confounded ; 

let not my foes exult over me. 

:i. OHIMBL. 

J Let none be confounded, who look up to thee : 

be they confounded, who vainly prevaricate. 

*l, OALbTH. 

4 Make me know thy ways, Jehovah ! 
and teach me tofollozu thy paths. 

n. HE. 

5 Dire6k me to thy truth, and teach mq i 
for thou art the God of my falvatioa.— 

1. VAU. 

6 And to thee I daily look up, 

4. becaufe of thy goodnefs, Jehovah ! I 

T. ZAIN. 

7 Remember, Jehovah ! thy tender mercies, 
and thy kindnefles of former days. 

n. HETH. 

8 The fins and crimes of my youth remember not ; 
remember me, according to thine own bounty 1 

to, TETH. 

9 Bountiful and righteous is Jehovah : 
therefore he (howeth finners the right track. 

\ JOD. 

10 The meek he direAeth to juftice j 
to the meek he pointeth out his way. 

D. CHAPH. 

11 All the paths of Jehovah are mercy and truth, 
to thofe who obferve his precepts and tedimonies^ 

h, LAMED. 

1% For the fake of thine own name, Jehovah ! 

pardon mine iniquity although great it is. 
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D* MEM. 

Who is the man that revereth Jehovah ? 15 

to him he will (how the moft eligible way, 

3. NUN. 

That man (hall enjoy profperity ; 14 

and his feed fhall inherit the land, 

D. SAMECH. 

The fecret of Je h o v A h is for thofe who revere him } 15 
and to them he maketh known his covenant. 

i^. AIN. 

Mine eyes are ever diredled to Jehovah, 16 

becaufe out of the fnare he can draw my feet 

&. FHE. 

Regard me, and have compaffion on me j 17 

for defolate and miferable am I. 

V. TSADE. 

The forrows of mine heart are incrcafed : 18 

bring me out of my perplexities. 

. , p. KOPH. 

Meet my affliftions and my fufferings j 19 

and pardon all my tranfgreffions. ' 

1. RESH. 

See, how mine enemies multiply: ^® 

and hate me with hate outrageous. , 

m> 8H1N. 

Preferve my life, and deliver me : Ji i 

let me not be confounded, fince in thee I truft. 

Ml THAU. 

May integrity and juftice proteA me j 2Z 

fince on thee I depend, Jehovah. 

O God ! redeem Ifrael . . ^ 

from all his diftrefles. 
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NOTES. 
Vcr. I, My God, Thefe words, in the prefent Ileb. text have been 
disjointed from ver. i . and begin ver. 4. which deftroys the alphabetic 
arrangement. This is not all: feveral words have been drc^ after Afy 
God: and I can fee nothing fo probable as t\it woMs wHith I have 
fapplied in Italic^, from pialm 86. 2, which pfahn refcmbles thii lb 
very much, that the one feems to be modelled on the other.— Ver. 6. 
Here again, a letter of the firft comma has been dropt; and the whole 
fecond comma has been tranfpofed to the end of ver. 7. This 1 have 
redored to its proper place, and fupplied the letter wanting, repre- 
(ented in my verfion by And» — ^Ver. 19. This vcrfe in the pre&m Heb. 
begins not with a kopb^ but with a refi>^ which \t the }etter of the 
following verfe. Another word therefore muft be ibught to re£lify the 
miftake : and various fubftitutes have been thought of. Sonie think 
the word or words wanting Ibould be Cut Jhort^ ottier$ prefer Draw 
near, I am clearly of opinion, with Michaelis, that tjie word Waiitirtg 
is Meet. " Meet my afiiftions, &c.** in the fame fcnfe as we fay /• 
meet one*s wi/bes^ defires^ &c. — Ver. 23. This is an extra verfe j and 
may have been added by fomc tranfcriber. 

PSALM XXVI.— al. XXy. 

I see no reason to douht of ibis psalm having been composed fy 
Dav'td^ in distress; thai is, during the rebellion of Ahbalom, Sec 
^er. 7. and 8. 

I A PSALM OF PAVID. 

JUDGE thou my caufe, Jehovah ! 
for in mine innocence I have walked : 
fince I truft in Jehovah ! I fhall not totter. 
% Search me, Jehovah ! and bring me to the teft; 

explore my reins and mine heart : 

3 For thy bounty hath ever been before mine eyes, 
and according to thy truth I have walked. 

4 I have never fat down with faithlefs men, 
Bdi* affociated with hypocrites. 

5 I hate the c6mpany o£the malevolent; 

D4 
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with the wicked I never fit down. 

I wafh mine h^ds in innocence^ 6 

when I approach thine altar, Jehovah ! 

to make my voice be heard in thy praife, 7 

and to recount all thy wondrous works. 

I love, Jehovah ! the houfe where thou dwelled 5 8 

and the place of the tabernacle of thy glory. 

Aggregate not my foul with finners, 9 

nor my life with fanguinary men : 

who harbour malicious deiigns ; 10 

while their right hand is full of bribes. 

But, as I walk in mine innocence, ii 

redeem me and have mercy on me. 

When my fool fhall (land on even ground ; i^ 

^ will, in the affemblies, blefs Jehovah ! 

NOTES. 

Ver. 3. Tby bounty baib enjcrbeen before mine eyes, &c. The meaning 
is, that he has made God's goodnefs and truth the model of his own.— 
Ver. II. When my foot Jball fland on even ground, i. e. when I ihall be 
fielivered out of my prefent fituation, and be again reftored tq a date 
of fecurity. Some modem tranilators par^phrafe thus : / now perceive 
that I Jball befaved. 

PSALM XXVII.-al.XXVI. 

Of the same stamp with the preceding one j and most prghahJy 
iomposed on the same occasion, 

A PSALM OF DAVID. J 

JEHOVAH is my light, and my falvation : 
whom then {hall I fear ? 
Jehovah is the fafeguard of my life : 
whom then (hall I dread? 

When to devour my flefli the malevolent advanced— % 
tbofe who perfecuted me, and were mine enepiie? 5 
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they themfelves ftumbled, and fell back I 

3 Should an hoft encamp about me, 
mine heart would not be afraid : 
fhould war be waged againft me, 
even then would I be confident. 

4 One thing I a(k of Jehovah, 
and this I eameftly requeft ; 
that I may dwell by the houfe of Jehovah, 
all the days of my life : 

to contemplate the beauty of Je h o v A h, * 

and in his palace fearch for a place : 

5 where, in a covert, he may hide me in the evil day ; 
may hide me in his interior tabernacle; 
and place me in perfeft fecurity. 

6 Even now, he may exalt mine head 
above all my furrounding enemies, 
that I may offer, at his tabernacle, 
facrifices of praife ; 

and fing and pfalmodize to Jehovah. 

7 Liften, Jehovah ! to my voice : 
when I cry, have pity and anfwer me. 

8 To thee mine heart fpeaketh : y Ui^ Lj ^ U4 c^w^^' 
. my looks thy looks befeech : i 6 ;-t^ ^ -^^^^/^ 

9 hide not, Jehovah ! from me thy face : 
fhun not, in ire, thy fervant : 

thou art my refuge, abandon me not ; 
nor forfake me, O God of my falvation ! 

I o Though my father and mother fhould forfake me, 

let Jehovah take me up. 

II Teach me, Jehovah ! thy way; 
and guide me in the right path ; 
on account of mine enemies : 

I a to the will of mine enemies deliver me not. 
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When falfe witnefles rife up agamft me> 
and iniquity layeth for me fnares :- 
I think I fhall no more fee 12 

Jehovah's favour in the land of the living. 

Look up to Jehovah : 14 

be firm, and courageous ; 
and look up to Jehovah. 

NOTES. 
Ver. *. When to devour my /</&, exaggcratively, as when wc fay be 
would eat me up. He feems here to allude to a prior period, when he 
was perfecuted by Saul.— Ver. t^. And place me in perfea Security. Lit. 
And exalt me on a rock: but ther? wai no rock in the (anauary 5 and 
this is a mere metaphor, which I thought I might render equivalent- 
ly.— Ver. 12. In this and the following verfe there is fome confufion in 
the original. The words are badly divided, and one word evidently 
corrupted. The corruption, however, is readily removed by the 
change of a fingle letter. On this change I have formed my verfionj 
but am not quite fure that I have given the true meaning. To me the 
meaning feems to be, that when the pfalmift confiders;he falfe tefti- 
mony that is brought againfthim, and the fnares that are laid for him, 
he has little hope of being again reftored to temporal profperity ; but 
he inftantly checks that defponding thought, and encourages himfelf 
to " look up to Jehovah." 

PSALM XXVIIL— al. XXVII. ' ' 

A pathetic prayer for himself and the people of hraeU - 

A PSALM OF DAVID. I 

TO thee> Jehovah, my rock ! I cry ! 
be not jthou deaf to my call : 
left if thou be filent, in my regard, 
I become like thofe who go down to the pit. 
Hear my fupplications,, when X.6 thee I cry : % 

when mine hands I raife toward thy fanfl:uary. 

Rank me not with the wicked and iniquitous \ 3 
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who fp«ak peaceably to their neighbours, 
.. whifetnifchief is in their hearts, * 

4 '^ 'Repfiy fuch, according to their deeds, 

, and according \o their evil^ifpofitions : • 
according to the works of their hands repay them, 
recompenfe them according to their deferts. 

5 Since they mind not the deeds of Jbhov ah, 
nor care for the work of his hands : 

he will overthrow, but never re-eftablifli them« 

6 Bleffed be Jehovah ; 
who heareth my fupplications. 

7 Jehovah is my ftrength, and my (hield: 
in him mine heart confideth. 

When I am helped by him my heart cxulteth 5 
and with my fongs him I celebrate. 

8 Jehovah is the ftrength of his people ; 
and the fafc-guard of his anointed is he. 

9 Save thy people ; and blefs thine inheritance j 
and feed them, and exalt them for ever. 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 8. There is a corruption here in the original, which runs thus : 
Jebovab is their Jhengtb ; followed by our Englifli tranflators : but all 
the antients, fave Chald., read otherwife ; agreeably to my verAon : 
the ftrength of bis people. The addition of a fmgle letter, which was 
eaialy dropt out of the text, makes this difference. 

PSALM XXIX.— al. XXVIII. 

This psalm contains a beautiful description of an eastern tbun* 
der storm. By Grotius it is thought to have been composed after 
the defeat of the Syrians^ 2 Sam. 8. 5. 

A PSALM OP DAVID. 

I GIVE to Jehovah, ye great ones ! 

Give to Jehovah glory and power : 
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t 

To Jehovah give the glory due toT his n^me : a 

and worihip him with holy dedbrum. 

The voice of Jehovah, upon the waters ! , ' 3 
the God of glory thundereth I - % , 

Jehovah on the great waters ! 

The voice of Jehovah is full of power! * 4 

The voice of Jehovah is full of majefty ! 
The voice of Jehovah (bivers the cedars ! 5 

Jehovah (hivers the cedars of Lebanon! 
maketh Lebanon fkip like a calf; 6 

and Sirion like a young buffalo ! 

The voice of Jehovah fcattereth lightnings ! 7 

The voice of Jehovah fliaketh the wildemefs : 8 

the wildemefs of Kade(h Jehovah (haketh ! 
The voice of Jehovah (haketh the oaks, 9 

and bareth the trees of the foreft : 
while, in his palace, every thing fpeaketh his glory. 10 
Above the ftorm Jehovah fitteth; 
and fitteth king for ever. 

May Jehovah give ftrength to his people : it 

may Jehovah blefs his people with profperity. 

notes. 

Ver. 3. Tl^if voice of Jehovah upon the waters. He alludes to the great 
or Mediterranean fea, whence the ftorm is fuppofed to proceed.— 
Ver. 6. Maketh Lebanon Jkip^ &c. i. e. maketh the trees on it {hake and 
bound. Sirion is the fame witli Hermon. — Ver. 9. Shaketh the oaks. 
The common verfion is, maketh the binds to calve : but I am per- 
fuaded that this cannot be the meaning; nor have I any doubt of 
cither the oak or fome other tree being the proper rendering, as I fhall 
clfewhere endeavour to prove. Indeed, any other verfion deftroys the 
harmony of the pfalm, and the parallelifm of the fentence.— Ver. lo. 
Whi/e in his own palace ^ &c. i. e. the heavens ^ above the clouds and 
ftorms, where he refideth in pure majefty, and reigneth as king for ever. 
This I take to be the true meaning of the text, which has been much 
mifunderftood, and vaiioufty rendered. 
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PSALM XXX.— al. XXIX. 

i a psalm-song at the dedication op da- 
vid's house. 

a I WILL extol thee, Jehovah, becaufe thou 

haft exahed me ; 
and haft not fufFered my foes to rejoice over me, 

3 Jehovah ! my God ! to thee I cried : 

and thou, Jehovah ! reftoredft me to health, 

4 From Hades thou broughteft back my foul ; 
prefervcdft me from defcending into the pit* 

5 Sing to Jehovah, ye his pious ones; 
and commemorate, with prawe, his holinefs. 

6 For, although in his frown there is rebuke, 
there is life in his favour : 

in the evening there may be forrow 5 
but joy in the morning. 

7 In my profperity, indeed, I thought 
I (hould never be fliaken : 

8 fo firmly hadft thou, Jehovah ! 
been pleafed to eftablifli my mountain. 

Thou withdreweft thy countenance — 
I was fuddenly difmayed 1 

9 Thee, Jehovah ! I iben invoked 5 
to Jehovah I made fupplication : 

10 ** What gain, /aid J, from my blood, 

*^ when I (hall have gone down to the pit ? 

*^ will duft thee praife i will it preach thy truth ? 

11 " Hear, Jehovah ! and pity me: 
^^ Jehovah ! be thou mine helper.'* 

12, Thou turnedft my mourning into mirth j 
Thou ftrippedft me of my fack-cloth ; 
and clothedft me with a robe of joy ! 
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Therefore I will praife thee, my glory ! 13 

nor will I ever be filent in thj praife : 

Thee, Jbhotah ! my God ! I will praife for ever. 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 8. Afy mountain. He alludes to Mount Zion ) the ^/a/Z', as it 
were, on which his kingdom Teemed (b firmly to be fixed, that there 
was no danger of an overthrow. The Greek interpreters read another 
word, the Englifh of which is honour i as if the pfaimift had faid, tbou 
badft fo firmly eftMiJbed mine honour : and this reading is preferred 
by fomc late tranflators. The other I think more poetical and ex- 
preflive.— Ver. 13. I will praife tha, my glcry I The prefcnt Hebrew 
runs thus : Glory wilt praife tbee^ and will not be Ji lent. But the 
Syriac tranilator read both verbs in the firft perfoto ^ and I have no 
doubt of this being the original lection. 

PSALM XXXL~ah XXX. 

This psalm b generally thought to have been composed during 
SauPt persecution* 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN : A PSALM OP DAVID* I 

IN thee, Jehovah 1 I put my truftj 2 

let me never be confounded : 
refcue me for thy juftice*9 fake. 

Lend me thj^e ear — fpeedily refcue me— 3 

be to me a tower of ftrength— 
a fortrefs for my prefervation : 

for my rock and fortrefs art Thou ! 4 

For thy name's fake, lead and direft me : 
draw me out of the fnare, my foes have laid for me^ 5 
for thou, Jehovah I art my ftrength. 
To thee I recommend my life : 6 

redeem me, Jehovah ! God of truth ! 

Thou hateft theworfhippers of idols: 7 

but I in Jehovah put my truft. 8 
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I will exult and rejoice in thy goodnefs— 
when thou baft feen mine affli£tion^ 
adverted to the diftrefs of my foul, 

9 refcued me from the hand of mine enemy, 
and fet my feet in a freer fpace. 

10 Pity me, Jehovah ! for in diftrefs I am : 
Mine eye, my foul, and my body 

are wafted with vexation ! 

1 1 My life is confumed with forrow> 
and my years with fighing ! 

My vigour is exhaufted by affli6lion, 
and my bones are corroded with grief! 
IZ Of all my foes I am the reproach ; 
to my neighbours a burthen, 
to mine acquaintance a dread ! 
They, who fee me abroad, fliun me ; 

13 as one dead I am forgotten : 
I am out of remembrance, . 
like a veiTel that has been loft. 

14 When I hear the reproaches of the many, 
terror encompaffeth me on every fide ; 
while againft me they confult together ; 
and lay plots to take away my life ! 

15 Yet in thee, Jehovah ! I confide : 
I fay : ^^ My God thou art : 

16 '^ My fate is in thine hands : 

*' Refcue me from the power of my foes and per- 
** fecutors. 

17 ^^ Make thy countenance to fliine on thy fervant : 
^' Save me, Jehovah ! for thy goodnefs' fake ; 

18 *^ let me not be confounded, fince thee I invoke. 
^' Be the wicked confounded, 

'* and drop filently down to Hades ! 
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** dumb be the lips of falfehood — 15 

*^ that fpeak harflily againft the innocent^ 
*^ with haughtinefs and contempt/' 

How many, f Jehovah ! are the good things 20 

which thou referveft for thofe who revere thee 

haft prepared for thofe who make thee their refuge, 

in defpite of the fons of man ! 

In the covert of thine own countenance thou at 

hideft them, 
from the vexatious perfecutions of man. 
Thou hideft me, in thine inmoft fan£kuary, 
from contentious detrafting tongues. 

Bleffed be Jehovah ; who to me hath fhown aa 

fuch wonderful favour, in a fortified city. 
In my conftemation, I had faid : 23 

*^ I am cut off from thy regard !*' 
But thou heardeft my fupplication, 
when to thee I cried ! 

Love Jehovah, all ye his pious ones t 24. 

The faithful Jehovah protefleth : 
but repayeth with ufury the infolent. 

Be conftant and courageous, 35 

all ye who truft in Jehovah ! 

NOTES. 

Although this pfalm is not hard to be underftood by the Hebrew 
fcholar, many pafTages are not eafily rendered into any modern tongue. 
I have laboured to make them intelligible, without much deviation 
from the letter : yet a few explanatory notes may be not unneceflary. 
Vcr. 9. Kefcued me from the band of mine enemy. Lit. ** haft not fliut 
me up in the hand of mine enemy :" but as negative propofitions in 
Hebrew are often equivalent in fenfe to oppofite pofiiives, J deemed it 
better to ufe an equivalent, as more agreeable to what precedes and fol- 
lows.— Ver. 12. Nothing could better paint the diftrefsful fituation of 
David, than the emphatic terms which he ufesin this and the twofol- 
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lowing verfcs.-r-Vcr. 10. The word Jebovab is authorifed by Sep. 
Arab, and one MS. — Ver. 21. Tbou hidefl me in thine inmofl fanQuoay. 
This is to be confidered as a mere metaphor 5 allufivc, however, to^he 
inner part, or Holy of Holies, of the real tabernacle.— Ver. %%, In a 
fortified city. The original here has been fuppofed by Houbigant, and 
others, to be corrupted : but I fee no reafon for fuch a fuppofition. 
The words refer, I think, to the city of ZikJag, which was by Achilh 
aifigned to David, and where he was no more molefted by Saul. 

PSALM XXXU.^al. XXXI. 

Thh psalm seenu to have been composed after David! s repeni* 
ance for his adultery with Uriah's wfe^ and the consequent mur* 
derof Uriah, — It is the second of the psalms called Penitential. 
The title is: 

I AN INSTRUCTIVE PSALM OP DAVID, 

HAPPY is he— 
whofe tranfgreffion is pardoned, and fin forgiven. 
% Happy is the man- 
to whom Jehovah imputeth not iniquity ; 
and whofe foul is void of deceit. 

3 While I was deaf /o remorfe^ my bones were wafted 
from my roaring all the day long ! 

4 for day and night thine hand aggrieved me; 
my moifture was turned into fummer-drought. 

5 My fin, at lengthy to thee I confefled ; 
mine iniquity I ftrove not to conceal, 

I faid : ^« To Jehovah I will own my trefpafles :*^ 
and Jlraight thou remittedft the guilt of my fUi. 

6 Whofoever (hall pioufly thus to thee pray, 
(at a feafou when favour may yet be found) 
him thegreateft flood of waters (hall not reach. 

7 Thou art my refuge — from trouble thou haft freed 

me— • 
and given me caufe for fongs of deliverance. 
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" I myfelf {faidjl tbou) will inflruft thee, 8 

*^ and (how thee the way thou fhouldft go : 
^* Ihine eye on thee Iwill keep. 

*' That thou be not like a horfe — like a mule— 9 

^^ which, untaught to the bridle and rein, 
^ will not come near one, to be jaw-bound." 

Many are the forrows of the wicked : 10 

but mercy will attend him who trufteth in Jehovah. 
In Jehovah be glad and rejoice, ye juft^ ii 

and fliout for joy, all ye upright in heart. 

NOTES. -^j 

Ver. 6. The greatrjl flood of water s^ i* c. the greateft calamities; a 
very common Hebrew metaphor.^-Ver. 9. The common rendering of 
this verlc is to me uninteltigible; yet the meaning is obvious; nor i» 
there any need for correcting the text as it now (lands. The bridles 
of that age were not Uke our bridles : they had neither bit nor chain. 
They were forts of halters, or head-ftalls, which are ftill ufed as bri* 
dies in fome parts of this ifland. The metaphor is natural and ex* 
preflive — ^Ver. 11. This verfe is by fome thought to belong to die next 
pfalm, and is there placed by Green and Street. 

PSALM XXXIIL— al. XXXII. 

In the Hebrew copy this psalm has no title, but in Sep. Syn 
and Fulg, it is sailed 

A PSALM OP DAVII>. I 

REJOICE, yejuft, in Jehovah : 
praife becometh the righteous. 

Praife Jehovah ^n the harp ; a 

fing to him with the ten-ftringed pfaltery. 
Sing to him a new fong : 3 

ftrike up a tuneful melody. 

For upright is the word of Jehovah ; 4 

and faithful are all his works. 
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5 He loveth juftice and equity : 

of the goodiiefs of Jehovah the earth is full. 

6 By the word of Jehovah the heavens were made ; v 
and all their hofts by the breath of his mouth. 

7 The waters of the fea he collefted, as in a bottle : 
in ftore-houfes he depofited the depths. 

8 Let the whole earth revere Jehovah ! 
fear him, all the inhabitants of the globe ! 

9 For he fpoke — and it was made ! 

he commanded — and it arofe into exiftence. 

10 Jehovah fruftrateth the purpofes of nations ; 
difappointeth the defigns of peoples. 

11 The purpofe of Jehovah ftandeth for ever: 

the defigns of his heart from generation to generation* 
JZ Happy the nation whofe God is Jehovah ; 
the people, he hath chofen for his heritage. 

13 From the heavens Jehovah looketh down; 
beholdeth all the children of man : 

14 from the place of his own refidence, 
vicweth all the inhabitants of the globe : 

J 5 direfting the bent of every heart ; 
and attending to all their operations. 

16 No king is faved by a numerous hoft^ 
nor hero by greatnefs of might : 

17 impotent is the fteed to fave bis rider i 
and, with all his ftrength, unable to refcue. 

18 Lo ! the eye of Jehovah is on thofe who fear 

him; 
on thofe who truft to his benevolence; 

19 to fecure their lives from death, 
and preferve them even in a famine. 

%o Our foul's hope is in Jehovah : 
our help and our fhield is he. 
£ a 
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Therefore, in him our heart rejoiceth ; a I 

therefore, in his holy name we tmft. 

Upon u8^ Jehovah ! be thy bounty, 2% 

according as we truft in thee. 

NOTE. 
Vcr. 7. Js in a botfte. The prefcnt Hcb. has a^ in a heap* But 
all the antientSy even the Chaldee paraphra(l» read as in a bottle, A 
fingle letter, or Tingle point, makes all the diflTcrence; and the pa- 
rallelifm is pore (Iriking ftnom the antient reading. The whole pfakn 
is very beautiful. 

PSALM XXXIV. al.— XXXIII. 

This is the second aJphaletical psalm ; hy its title said to be 

A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN, ON CHANGING HIS I 
BEHAVIOUR BEFORE ABIMELECH^ the latter DROVE 
HIM AWAY, AND HE ESCAPED. ' 

H* ALEPH. 

I WILL, at all times, blefs Jehovah : 
his praife fhall be conftantly in my mouth. 

n* BETH. 

In Jehovah my foul (hall boaft : a^ 

let the aflSifted hear, and rejoice. 

.:i* GHIMEL. 

Magnify, with me, Jehovah : j 

and let us, together, exalt his name. 

% DALETH. 

I fought Jehovah, and he anfwercd me; ' 4 

and delivered me from all my fears, 
n. he. 

Look up to him, and be enlightened ; 5 

and your faces {ball never be afhamcd. 
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VAU. 

6 [For the life of his fervants Jeh o v ah redeemeth j 
and none (hall be defolate that truft in him.] 

T. ZAIN. 

7 This affli6led one cried, and Jehovah heard : 
and faved him out of all his tr6ubles. 

n. HETH. 

8 The angels of Jehovah pitch their camp 
round thofe who revere him — ^and them they fave. 

to. TETH. 

9 O ! tafte and fee how good is Jehovah ! 
happy the man who trufteth in him. 

^ JOD. 

10 - Revere ye Jehovah, his devoted/ervants ! 

for to thofe, who revere him, nothing lacks. 

5. CHAPH. 

J I Young lions may lack, and fuffer hunger : 

but they, who feek Jehovah, fliall lack no good. 

b. LAMED. 

12 Come, fons of man ! liften to me ! 

the fear of Jehovah I will teach you. 

D. MEM. 

J3 What man art thou, who defireft life, 

and wiflieft to fee days of profperity ? t 

i. NUN. 

14 Guard well thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from fpeaking guile. 

0. SAMECH, 

15 Decline from evil, and do good ; 
feek peace, and purfue it. 
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i^. AIN. 

The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous ; .16 

and his ears are attentive to their cry. 

' B. PHE. 

The face of Jehovah is againft evil-doers ; 37 . 

to cut off their remembrance from the earth. 

V. TSADP. 

fThe rigjiteous cry, and Jehovah heareth ; 18 

and refcueth them from all their troubles. 

p. KOPH. 

Jehovah is nigh to the contrite of heart ; 19 

and the broken-fpirited he faveth. 

1. resh. 
Though many the affliftions of the righteous ; 2,0 

yet from all of them Jehovah delivereth him. 

tl?. SCHIN. 

Jehovah guardeth all his bones : 21 

not one of them (hall be broken ! 

n. THAU. 

The wicked (liall die a bad death : %% 

and thofe^ who hate the juft, Jehovah will deftroy. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 6. This verfe at prefent concludes the pfalm : but its proper 
place is here. — Ver. 7. This affliBedone. He meaneth himfeif : as if he 
faid: * See here in me an example of God's good iiefs." — Ver. 1 8. The 
firft two words are fupplied from the autient verfions. — Ver. 21. The 
laft comma of this verfe is applied in the Gofpel of John 19. 36* to 
Jefus Chrift. 
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PSALM XXXV.— al XXXIV. 

I A PSALM OF DAVID, 

PLEAD thou my caufe, Jehovah J againft mine 
opponents ; 

war thou with them, who war with me. 
a Lay hold on the fliicld and buckler ; 

and (land up in my defence. 
a Nay, draw thy fpear, and fecure me 

from the aflault of my perfecutors. 

Say to me : "I am thy falvation." 
4 May thofe who feek my life 

be confounded and put to ftiame z 

rjepulfed and confounded be they, 

who devife mine hurt 1 
^ Be they like chaff befpre the wind j 

difperfed by the angel of Jehovah ! 

6 May their way be dark and flippery j 

and may the angel of Jeho v a h purfue them ! 

7 For, without caufe, have they laid for me a fnare. 
A pit, without caufe, have they digged for me. 

8 May unforefeen ruin overtake them ; 

may the fnare which they laid, lay hold on themfelves j 
and may they tumble into deftrudion. 

9 Then my foul (hall be joyful in Jehovah : 
and rejoice in being faved by him : 

10 all my bones (hall fay : ^^ Jehovah ! who like thee ? 
*^ Who refcueft the afflifted from the ftronger ; 

*' the affliAed and deftitute from the fpoiler." 

1 1 Falfe witnefles ftand up againft me ; 
crimes to me unknown they lay to my charge* 

la For good they would repay me with evil, 

E4 
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by bereaving me of my life. 

Although I, during their infirmity, 13 

clothed myfelf in fackcloth : 
with falling I afflifted myfelf: 
and to my bofom my prayer was turned : 
although I afted the part of a friend, of a brother ! 14 
like one mourning his mother, I was heavily fad ! 
Yet in mine adverfity they rejoiced, and affociated — 15 
fmiters affociated againft me without my knowledge; 
and, unceafingly, tore my reputation : 
While they flattered me, they fneered obliquely : 16 

they gnaflied at me with their teeth. 

Jehovah ! how long wilt thou look on ? 17 

Refcue my life from their pernicious defigns : 
my deareftlife from thofe young lions. 

I will thank thee in the great affembly : 18 

before a numerous people I will found thy praife. 

Let not my falfe foes rejoice over me, 19 

my caufelefs enemies who wink with the eye. 
Who fpeak not the words of peace ; 20 

but, againfl: the peaceable of the land, 
they devife the words of deceit ! 

Againft me they open wide their mouth, and fay : 31 
**Ha! ha! our eye heholdtth what we wi/bed.** 

See thou this, Jehovah! and be not filent : 2% 

Jehovah ! from me be not far. 

Exert thyfelf, and be awake to my caufe : 2^ 

my God, and my Lord, be awake to my plea. 
Judge me, according to my righteoufnefs, 24 

Jehovah, my God ! and let not thofe rejoice over me : 
left they fay in their heart : *^ We have had our wilh." ^5 
left they fay : " We have fwallowed him up.*' 
May all be confounded and brought to fliame, 26 
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who rejoice at my calamity : 

may they be covered with fliame and difgrace, 

who magnify themfelves againft me. 
%*] Let thofe (hout for joy, and be glad, 

who favour my righteous caufe : 

and let them ever fay: 

"May Jehovah be magnified; 

*^ who hath favoured the caufe of his fervant." 
a8 So (hall my tongue talk of thy juftice; 

and daily refound thy praife. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 13. But I during tbeir infirmity. He fecms to allude to the 
attention which he was wont to pay to Saul : when he was vexed 
with an evil fpirit. — Ibid. Tb my bofom my prayer was turned. 
When the orientalills pray ferioufly in grief, they hide their face in 
their bofom : and to this cuftom the pfalmift here alludes. The fifter 
of St. Bcnedi6i is faid, by Gregory, to have prayed, in this manner, 
for a ftorm to detain her brother.— Ver. 15. Smiters, The prefent 
Heh. copy has ibe/mi/ed: but the change of a letter turns the paffive 
participle into an active : which the fenfc requires. — Ver. 16. ff^hile 
tbey flattered me ^ &c. I recede here from all interpreters : but I only 
change a (ingle letter (nor that without authority) in the text : which 
is thus made intelligible and confident. Our common Engliih 
verfion is, " with hypocritical mockers in feafts,*' &c. — Liturgy : 
** With the flatterers were bufy mockers, &c." — Vci*. I9. W^ho wink 
loito the eye. It is hard to fay, whether this be meant of a deceitful 
wink ; or an ill-natured fquint : I Ihould think the former, from the 
context. 

PSALM XXXVI.— al. XXXV. 

I ^OR THE FIRST MUSlCIyiN; A PSALM OF DA VI D, 
THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH. 

% REBELLION lodgeth in the heart of the wicked x 

the fear of God is not before his eyes : 
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nay, in his own eyes he flattereth himfelf, 3 

left he (hould difcover and deleft his iniquity. 

The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit : 4 

he hath ceafed to be wife — to do good. 

On his couch hedevifeth mifchief: 5 

he perfifteth in a way not good : 

of evil he hath no abhorrence. 

Thy benignity, Jehovah, is felt in the heavens— 6 
Thy veracity reacheth to the (kies : 
Thy juftice i^Jleady as the oldeft mountains : 7 

thy judgments are a deep abyfs : 
man and beaftthou preferveft, Jehovah ! 
How admirable, O God ! is thy benignity ! 8 

The fons of man truft under the fliade of thy wings ; 
are inebriated with the good things of thine houfe ; 9 
and a torrent of delights thou makeft them drink. 
For with thee is the fountain of life : ro 

and by thy light we are illuminated. 
Continue thy goodnefs to thofe who own thee : 11 

and thy juftice to the upright of heart. 
Let not the foot of the proud approach me, 12 

nor the hand of the wicked difturb me. 

Lo ! the workers of iniquity are fallen ; 13 

are caft down, and are unable to rife. 

NOTES. 
Ver. 3. appears to roe to have been mifunderftood by all the 
tranflators, except the Syriac : who has admirably well paraphrafed 
his text : ** It js an odious thing to him to leave and hate his fins." 
Our common Englifli verfion is: "For he flartereth himfelf in his 
** eyes until his iniquity be found to be hateftil." I (hall not here 
trouble the reader with other conjeftural vdrfions. — Ver. 6, 7. Thefc 
metaphorical cxprethons import this fimple truth, That the goodnefs, 
veracity, and juftice of God are felt through the whole univerfe. 
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PSALM XXXVIL— al. XXXVI. 

This is the third alphabet it; psalm : hut here each of the Hebrew 
letters includes two verses, or four hsmistichs : although, though 
the carelefsnefs f transcril ers, the order has been somewhat dc 
ranged* Yet I cannot think that it has been mutilated to such a 
degree as Kennicott and others have imagined. The transposition 
of two stjchs, in my opinion, and the interchange of two very similar 
letters, restore the text to its primitive integrity^ 

I A PSALM OF DAVID. 

M. JILBPH. 

FRET not on account of the wicked ; 
nor envy the workers of iniquity : 
% for foon (hall they be cut down like the grafs, 
and wither like the green herbage. 

n. BETH. 

3 Truft in Jehovah ; and do what is good : 
fo (halt thou dwell in the land, and feed fecurely, 

4 Place thy delight in Jehovah — 

and he will grant thee thy heart's defires. 

:i. GHIMBL. 

5 Refer thy caufe to Jehovah: 

on him rely — and he will a&ifor thee : 

6 will make thy juftice appear as the light, 
thy righteoufnefs as the noon-day brightnefs. 

*1. DALETH. 

y Repofe thou on Jehovah : 

and in him place thy truft : 

8 fret not at him who profpereth— 
at the man who planneth deceit. 

n. HE. 

9 8 Forbear from wrath — avoid anger- 

be not even angry with the wicked : 
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for the Wicked (hall be Utterly cut off : 9 10 

but they who reft on Jehovah fhall inherit the 
land. 

1. VAU. 

Yet, yet awhile— and the wicked {hall be no 10 1 1 

more— 
TThou mayft look for his place, but he fliall not be 

found. 
But the meek fliall inherit the land, n iz 

and rejoice in the plenitude of peace. 

t. ZAIN. 

The wicked man plotteth againft the juft ; 1% 13 

and gnaflieth at him with his teeth : 
but he is laughed at by Jehovah : 13 14 

who feeth, that his day is coming on. 

n. HETH. 

The wicked draw the fword, and bend the bow, 14 15 
to overthrow the meek and needy — ►to flay the up- 
right !— » 
Their fword fliall enter their own heart, 15 16 
and their bow fliall be broken in pieces ! 

to. TETH. 

Better to the juft man is a little, i5 17 

than all the abundance of the wicked : 
for the arms of the wicked fliall be broken : 17 18 

but Jehovah fupporteth the righteous. 

\ JOD. 

Jehovah careth for the days of the innocent, 18 19 
and their heritage flialV be perpetual : 
In the evil hour they fliall not be confounded : 19 ao 
in the days of famine they fliall be fatisfied. 
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^. CHilPH. 

a I 20 The wicked and the foes of Jehovah (hall 
perifti : 
like the fire of furnaces they (hall be diffolved into 
fmoke : 
7,2 22 \-fov2LS the bleffed by him (hall inherit the land; 
fq the curfed by him (hall be cut oflF. 

b. LAMBO, 

23 a I The wicked man borroweth, but repayeth 

not : 
but the juft man is a liberal giver : 

24 26 4-he is daily liberal and lending : 

which brings on his fee4 a bleffing (• 

D. MEM. 

2$ 2^ The fteps of the virtuous are direfled by Jk« 

HOVAH, 

and in his way he placeth his delight: 
26 24 He may fall, but he (hall not be proftrated : 
for Jehovah upholdeth his arm. 

i, NUN. 

2y 25 I once ^as young— 

I am now grown old— 
a8 but I never faw the juft man abandoned j 

nor his pofterity begging bread. 

D. SAMBCH. 

2q 27 Depart from evil — ^and do good : 
fo (halt thou long inhabit the land. 

30 a8 For Jehovah loveth righteoufnefs; *^ ' 

and will never abandon his pious ones, 

^. AIN. 

31 They are ever under his proteftion : 
but the feed of the wicked (hall be cut ojQT. 
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The juft fliall inherit the land, 
and inhabit it in perpetuity. 

&. FB. 

The mouth of the juft talketh wifely : 
and his tongue fpeaketh judicioufly. 
The law of Jehovah is in his heart: 
his foot-fteps never ftagger. 

V. TSADE. 

The wicked man walcheth the juft man, 
and feekeih occafion to flay him. 
Jehovah will not leave him in his power, 
nor condemn according to his fentence. 

p. KOPH. 

Rely on Jehovah — 
and keep his way : 

and he will raife thee to the pofleflion of the land : 
whilft thou flialt fee the deftruftion of the wicked. 

1. RESCH. 

I havefeen the wicked man formidable; 
and expanding himfelf like a green cedar : 
but he paffed away, and was no more : 
I fought for him, but he was not found. 

W. SCHIN. 

Obferve the innocent, and behold the 37 41 
righteous : 
how his laft end is always profperous ! 
while tranfgreflbrs arc utterly deftroyed, 
and the IsTIl end of the wicked is excifion. 38 4% 

n. THAU. 

The fal vation of the juft is from Je h o v A H : 39 43 
he is their ftrengthin the timeof diftrefs. 



30 33 


31 34 


32 35 


33 3« 


34 37 


38 


35 39 


36 40 
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44 40 Jehovah will help and deliver them from the 
wicked ; 
will fave them, becaufe in him they trufted. 

NOTES. 
, Vcr. 7. The verfcs here and henceforth have been badly divided ; 
and this has given rife to the notion that fome of the (lanzsus are dc- 
fc£^ive. I have rilked a new divifion, by which the fuppofed defi- 
ciencies are made up ; and the whole number of verfes, by that 
mean, amount, as they ougl.t to do, to forty-four; being juft 
double the number of the letters of the Heb. alphabet. — My verfes are 
numbered in the inmoll column. The other is the prefent order.— 
Ycr, 20. with me 21. like the fire of furnaces. I have here made a 
fmall conjectural emendation, becaufe without that I co^Id not make 
fcnfe of the comma : which in our common verfion is rendered " as 
the fat of lambs.** The antiept interpreters vary. — Ver. 22. Our 
divifion of verfes here coincides : but this happens from the tranfpofition 
of two lines J Which are at prefent moft awkwardly placed after ver. ii. 
— Ver. 26. with me 24. I have tranfpofed thefe two lines for the fame 
reafon afiigned for. the above tranfpofition : and I believe every reader 
will perceive that they are here more fuitably placed.— Ver. 35. with 
me 39. like a green cedar, I follow the reading of Sep. Vulg. Arab. 
The prefent text has a word that has been varioufly rendered. Our 
Englifh tranflators : " like a green bay-tree.*' Others, like an /W/- 
genoui tree: that hath never been tranfplanted, and therefore (fay they) 
grows and fpreads the more vigorouily. — I much prefer the other 
reading.— Ver. 36. with me 40. Bui be paffed <iway. So the prefent 
text, and fothe Chaldee paraphraft: but Sep. Syr. VuIg. Arab, feem lo - 
have read in the firft perfon : / pajfed by. I fee no reafon for altering 
the prefent reading : although the other is not at all improbable. 

PSALM XXXVIII.— al. XXXVII. 
This is called the third Penitential pfalm. It is certainly a 
most plaintive one, and must have been composed in some grievous 
affii^ion. Its title is : 

I A PSALM OP DAVID: TO BRING HIM TO 

REMEMBRANCE. 

% JEHOVAH ! in thine ire reprove me not 

nor in thy warm wrath chaftife me. 
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In me thine arrows have ftuck faft ; 3 

and ihine hand hath been heavy upon me. 
No foundnefs in my flefti, becaufe of thy wrath ! 4 

nor reft in my bones, becaufe of my fin. 
For my affliftions hang over mine head ; 5 

like an heavy load, they are too much for me to bear. 
My brutfes ftink — are putrefied— 5 

the confequence of mine own folly. 
' With my body bent down exceedingly, 7 

I go mourning all the day long : 

for my bowels are full of burning heat, S 

and there is no foundaefs in my flefti. 
I am weakened, and greatly wafted : 9 

I roar out from the agitation of my heart. 

Jehovah ! thou knoweft my whole defire : 10 

ffom thee my fighs are not hidden. 
My heart panteth — my ftrength faileth me : 11 

the very light of mine eyes is not with me. 

They, who were my familiar friends, iz 

keep now at a diftance, from my fores : 
and my next neighbours ftand far aloof ! 
While they, who feek my life, lay fnares ; v. 13 

they, who feek my hurt, fpeak malicious things, 
and meditate deceits all the day long. 
But I am like a deaf man, who heareth not : 14 

like a dumb man, who openeth not his mouth : 
I am like one, who heareth nothing, 15 

and in whofe mouth there are no retorts. 
For in thee, Jehovah ! I place my truft : 16 

thou wilt hear, for me — ^Jehovah ! my God ! 
*^'Left (faid I) they rejoice over me, 17 

*^and exult at the flipping of my foot: 
^^fpr I amjuft ready to totter 1" 18 
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Yet my forrow is conftantly before me— 

19 mine iniquity I have fairly confefled ; 
and am folicitous about my fin. 

20 Meanr while, mine enemies live and thrive ; 
and they who caufelefsly hate me, multiply : 

2t they, whon-epay good with evil, traduce me, 
for following that which is good ! ^ • 

2Z Forfake me not, Jehovah ! my God ! 

from me be never ata diftance : 
haften to mine aid, Jehovah ! my Saviour ! 

notes. 

Ver. 18. I am jiijl ready to toiler. Others, with Sep. and Vulg. 
render I am prepared for ftripes. The former rendering appears the 
better: only the comma fhould be feparated from ver. 18. and joined 
to ver. 17. — Ver. 20. mine enemies live and thrive. The Septuagint 
feem to have read differently ; and render mine enemies nvitbout caufe : 
which fome modem^nterpreters think preferable. I fee no reafon for 
difturbing the prefcnt Heb. text. 

PSALM XXXIX.— al. XXXVIII. 

This psalm turns partly on the same suhje^ txntb psalm '^'jm 
The musician mentioned in the title is douhtlefs the same who is clafsed 
with Heman, i Chron. 16. 41. 

1 FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, JEDUTHUN : A 

PSALM OP DAVID. 

2 I SAID : ^* I will take heed to my ways, . 
'^ that I may not fin with my tongue : 

'^ a muzzle I will keep on my mouth, 
^' while the wicked profper, before me.'* 

3 So I remained in dumb filence, 
I was filent at their profperity. 

But when mine own forrow increafed, 

4 and mine heart was hot within me ; 

p 
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the fire at laft was fo^xeeflive^ 

that I fpoke with my tongue and fafd : 

" Make known to me, Jehovah ! mine end, 5 

'^ and how fhori the number of my days, 

^^ that I may know how perifliable I am/' * 

Lo ! my days^thou haft made but a fpaa ! 6 

and mine»age is as nothing before thee ! 
Surely, nought but vanity 
Is every exifting man ! 

Man, furely, purfueth a (hadow ! 7 

he accumulateth, but knoweth not for whom ! 

What then, Jehovah! canlexpeft? 8 

Mine whole expeftation is in thee. 
Oh, from all my tranfgreffions acquit me I 9 

Madeft thou me a reproach to fools ? 
I was filent, and opened not my mouth : 10 

becaufe thou fo ordained'ft it. ..' ^* 

But remove from me thine own fcourges— ^ II 

by a ftroke of thine hand I am undone ! 
When thou chaftifeft a man for iniquity, 1% 

thou makeft his delights confume like a cancer 1 
Surely, the whole of human Hfe is vanity. 13 

Hear my fupplication, Jehovah I 
incline thine ear to my cry : 
be not deaf to my tears. 

For with thee I am as a ftranger, 14 

a fojourner — like all my forefathers. 
Spare tne, that I may recover ftrength, 
before I go hence — and be no more. 

NOTES. 
Ver. 3. Inuasjilent at their fro/ferity. Our common: vcrflon is : 
<' I held my peace even from good :" to me unintelligible. The Heb. 
might perhaps be rendered: <* I abftained from good:" i. e. from 
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every fort of enjoyment : and fome modern interpreters have adopted 
that meaning : but the ccntext feems to require the meaning which I 
have given. Only the next comma muft be feparared from this verfe, 
and added to verfe 4. This makes the fenfc clear and confiftent. 
The pfalmift repines not at the profperity of the wicked j but depre- 
cates chaftifement immediately inflidted on him by the hand of God.— • 
Ver. 9. If th© laft* comma of this verfe be notJikewife disjoined 
from it, I cannot fee how any tolerable fenfe can be n^e«>ut of it: 
but join it to ver. lo, and confider the whole as a refumption of what 
had before been faid in ver. 3, and all will be plain and congruous. 
Compare the whole book of Job. For the reft, I muft warn the 
reader, that in rendering the laft comma of ver. 9. 1 follow the reading 
of Sep. Vulg. Arab. — Ver. la. Hke a cancer, Otheri, like a moib, 
Sep. like ajpii/er, 

PSALM XL.— al. XXXIX. 

This is partly a psalm of thanksgrving, and partly of suppU» 
cation. The time of its composition is uncertain. Some parts of 
it have been supposed to relate to Jesus Christ ; and ver. J, is 
applied te bim by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, The 
title is, 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM OF 

DAVID. 

% I HAVE ftedfaftly looked up to Jehovah j 

and he hath liftencd, and heard my cry : 

3 hath brought me out of the pit of mifery, 
out of the dregs of miry mud : 

and, by fettingmy foot upon a rock, 
hath made all my goings fure. 

4 He hath put in my mouth a new fong j 
a fong of praife to our God. 

Many (hall fee — and fhall revere— 
and (hall put their truft in Jehovah. 

5 Happy the man who trufteth in Je H o v A H, 
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and regardeth not inTolent impoftors. 

Very many, Jehovah ! my God ! 6 

are the wonderful works thou haft done— • 
thy friendly purpofes, toward us, 
are beyond all eftimation. 
To thyfelf I would declare and rehearfe them^^ 
but they*areg:nore than can be numbered. 
Yetfortbisy thou defireft npt facrifice nor donative : 7 
(for mine ears thou haft opened to thy bebeji) 
neither holocauft nor fin-offering requireft thou. 
Then T faid : ^^ Lo ! I come at tby meaning : 8 

'^ In the written volume it is prefcribed to me : 

^^TO DO WHAT IS PLEASING TO THEE.'* 9 

This, my God ! is my delight : 

for thy law is in the midft of my bowels. 

In the grand affembly I have proclaimed thee juft : lo 

lo ! my lips, from tbis I have never reftrained. 

Thou thyfelf, Jehovah ! knoweft it. 

Thy juftice I hide not within my heart ; ii 

thy truth and thy faving mercy I proclaim : 

I conceal not from the grand affembly 

thy truth and thy benevolence. 

Withdraw not, Jehovah ! from me thy bounty; iz 
may thy benevolence and truth ever be my guard : 
for evils innumerable environ me : 13 

'mine affliftions have fo overpowered me, 
that I cannot bear the fight of them. 
They are more than the hairs of mine head ! 
and, therefore, mine heart forfaketh me ! 
Be pleafed, Jehovah ! to refcue me : 14 

Jehovah ! come fpeedily to mine aid^ 
May all thofe be confounded and covered with fliame, 15 
who feek to take away my life ! 
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backward may theyfpeed, and be confounded, 
who wifli evil to me ! 

16 may they be overwhelmed with fudden fhame, 
who fay of me : ^^ Ahah ! ahah !*' 

17 -Bm/ let all thofe, who feek thee, 
be joyful and rejoice in thee : 

let thofe who delight in being faved by .thee, 
fay : *' Be Jehovah, for ever, magnified !'* 

18 When I am affli6ted and deftitute, 
may Jehovah confider my cafe ! 
Thou art my helper and deliverer : 
my God ! make no delay. 

notes. 
Vcr. 4. Matty Jball fee^ &c. The meaning is : That many, by 
feeing God's merciful dealings to David, ihall be induced to revere 
the fame God, and put their trull in him. — ^Ver. 6. The lad part of 
this verfe is commonly rendered : << and thy thoughts which are to 
us-ward : they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee :" which who 
vinderftandi, may. I believe I have given the true meaning ; by dis- 
joining a word from the firft com ma, and adding it to the fecond.— 
Ver, 16. Mob! This is an interjection of contemptuous triumph 5 
which David's enemies are fuppofed to utter, by way of infult. 

PSALM XLI.— al. XL. 

This psalm af fears to have been composed during the revolt of 
Ahshalom ; and about the time when David was so seasonably 
succoured by Shohi, Machir, and Barzillai 5 to whom he probably 
alludes in the vuholejirst paragraph : 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN! A PSALM OP 

DAVID. 

a HAPPY is he, who attendeth to the diftreffed : 

him Jehovah will refcue in the time of trouble. 

3 Jehovah will preferve him, and keep him alive; 
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will make him happy upon the earth ; 
and will not give him up to the will of his enemies. 
On his bed of ficknefs, Jehovah will comfort him ; 4 
during his infirmity, he will (hake his whole couch. 

tVhenlfaid: *^ Jehovah! have pity on me : 5 

^^ heal me — ^al though againft thee I have finned :" 
mine enemies, theriy fpoke evil of me : 6 

^^ When (hall he die, and his name perifh ?" 

And if one came to fee me, he fpoke falfehood, 7 

whilfl; his heart was collefting iniquity ; 
which, as foon as he went forth, he uttered ! 
All who hated me, con-whifpered againfl: me : ' 8 

againft me they devifed my ruin. 

*^ A lawlefs deed (faid they) fticketh to him : 9 

" from where he lieth, he (hall never rife !" 
Nay, my familiar friend, iri whom I trufted — 10 

he who ate of mine own breads — 
Even he egregioufly betrayed me. 

But thou, Jehovah! have pity on me : 11 

raife me up, that I may requite them. 
By this (hall I know, that thou favoureft me, 1 Z 

if mine enemies triumph not over me : 
if thou fupport me in mine innocence, 13 

and replace me in thy prefence for ever. 

Blefled be Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, 14 

from eternity, to eternity) Amen, and amen ! 

NOTES. 
Ver. 4. be ivilljbake his whole coucb^ i. e. make it cafy for him, 
by turning and (baking it. — ^Ver. 9. a lawlefs deed* The common 
verfion is " an evil difeafe :" but the meaning I take to be : a lawlefs 
deed — namely, David's fm in the cafe of Uriah : which his enemies 
now afTign as the caufe of his prefent calamity : as if they faidt 
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"His fin hath, at length, overtaken him,'* &c. — ^Vcr. lo. Even 4?e 
tgregtoujly betrayed me: commonly rendered, "even he lifted up 
his heel againft me." But I am perfuaded that the Heb. word her€ 
f^ifiesnot heeU but deceit^ treacbery.^Ytx. 13. replace mf in thy 
prefencty i. e. reftorc me to Zion and thy fanftuary.— Ver. 14. 
feems to be a fort of doxology, added by the compiler of the pfalms ; 
who divided them into five parts j the firft of which is concluded by 
this pfalm« 

PSALM XLII.— al. XLI. 

This and the following psalm y ivbicb make but one in 46 mss. 
seem to bave been composed by David, during bis Jligbt from 
Absbalom ; and not long before the decisive battle in tbt forest of 
Epbraim. See 2 Sam. 7. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; A DIDACTIC, BY 

THE^ONS OP KORAH. 

a AS the hart panteth after ftreams of water 5 

fo panteth my foul after thee, O God ! 

3 For God, the living God, my foul thirfteth ; 
when (hall I come and behold his face ? 

4 My tears are my food, by day and by night; 
while my foes are daily faying to me : 

^^ Where now is thy God ?'' 

5 My foul I pour out, when I call to mind thofe 

days ', 
in which I was wont to frequent thy tabernacle, 
'midft fhouts of joy, and the praifes of a feftal 
throng. 

6 But why, my foul, art thou dejefted ; 
why thus difquieted within me ? 

Truft in God — that yet I fhall praife him, 
as my faviour, as well as my God. 
F4 
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Although my foul be dejefted within me, 7 

I remember thee, from the land of Jordan j 
from the fteep Hermonian mountains. 

As here deep re-echoeth to deep, 8 

from the found of thy catara6ls : 
fo thy breakers and billows have all pafled over me. 

Yet, by day, I proclaim thegoodnefs of Jehovah : 9 
and, by night, I fing praifes to the living God. 
To God I fay : ^^ My rock art thou. 10 

*^ Why haft thou forgotten me ? 
^^ Why go I thus piourning from the oppreffion of the 
^^foe?" 

The reproach of my foes is a fword in my bones 3 11 
while they are daily faying to me : 
'^ Where now is thy God ?" 

But why, my foul^ art thou deje£led ? 12 

and why thus difquieted withiti me ? 
Truft in God — that yet I (hall praife him, 
as my faviour, as well as my God. 

PSALM XLIIL— al. XLII. 

JUDGE me, O God ! and plead my caufe, i 

againft a people void of pity : 
from the deceitful and unjuft man deliver me. 
Since thou art the God of my ftrength, % 

why wilt thou caft me off? 
Why go I thus mourning, from the oppreffion of the 

foe? 
Difplay thy light and truth, that they may guide me 5 3 
and conduft ipe to thine holy mountain and tabernacle. 
I will then approach the altar of Jehovah, 4 
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the God of my joy and exultation : 
and on the harp will I praife thee, 
Jehovah! my God! 

Why, my foul, art thou dejefted ? 5 

and why thus difquieted within me ? 
Truft in Gkxi — that yet I (hall praife him 
as my faviour, as well as my Grod. 

NOTES. 
Pfalm 41. ver. 5. My foul I pour outj i. e. / vent my grief .^Ver, 6. 
This is a beautiful apollrophc, repeated after every part of thc-^ 
plaint. — Ver. 7. From the land of Jordan, He means that traft of 
land to the eaft of the fources of the Jordan, in the land of Baflian, 
where David then fojourned. — Vq. from the fleep Hermonian mountains^ 
lit, from the Hermans^ from tbe fleep mountain. Mount Herroon is a 
long ridge of high hills called the AntiUbanon \ and, is here expreffcd 
plurally Hermons j as we fay the Alps and the Appenines. For the 
reft, the laft comma of this verfe is commonly rendered either ** from 
the little mountain j" or, as in our common vcrfion : " from the hill 
Miffar.** I have ventured to change a letter in the original, and 
rendered the word ^<r<?/.- which correfponds better with the context, 
and is more fuitable to the whole fcene. It was the image arifing 
from the fight of the cafcades falling down the fteeps of Hermon, and 
refounding from one bafon to another, that fuggefted the beautiful me- 
taphor exprelTed in the laft line of ver. 8. — Ver. 9. 1 have here 
rilked a fmall conjectural emendation of the text, in order to make 
fenfeofit. As it now ftands, take our common ver fion of it : *^Tet 
the Lord will comipand his loving kindnefs in the day-time, and in the 
night his fong fhall be with me, «»^ my prayer, &c. which I confefs 
I do not underftand. — lb. to tbe living God. There is here a various 
reading in the copies. The text and moft of the antient verfions have 
the God ofmj life: but 14 Mss. with Syr. hvit tbe living God -^ which 
I prefer. 
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PSALM XLIV.— al. XLIII. 

This psalm could not be written hy David. It seems to have 
been composed during the captivity ; or perhaps, as Calvin sup* 
posed^ during the persecution of Ant'iochus Epiphanes : and, 
in this supposition, Mattathias may have been its author. Sec 
I Mac. ch. I. and 2. - 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN : A DIDACTIC, BT I 
THE I^NS OF KORAH. 

O GOD ! with our ears we have heard, % 

to us our fathers have related — 
what deeds thou didft in their days — 
in the days of antient date. 

With thine own hand thou expelled'ft nations, 3 

and in their ftead thou planted' ft them. 
Other peoples thou extirpated'ft : 
but them thou madeft to (hoot forth. 
For not by their fword pofleffed they the land ; 4 

nor were they viftorious by their own arm ; 
but through thy right hand, and thine arm ; 
and becaufe thou wert pleafed to favour them. 

Thou, O God ! who art ftill our king, 5 

ordain thou falvatlon for Jacob : 

that, through thee, we may pufh back our enemies 5 6 
and in thy name trample down our opponents ; 
for in our own bow we truft not ; 7 

nor can our own fword fave us. 

Tis thou muft fave us from our enemies ; 8 

'Tis thou, muft confound thofe who hate us. 
In God we have ever gloried : 9 

and thy name is our conftant theme of praife. 
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10 Yet thou haft caft us off, and put us to fliame ; 
and goeft not forth with our armies. 

11 Thou makeft us to retreat before the foe, 
and they, who hate us, make us their prey. 

1% Thou giveftus up, like a flock, to be devoured; 
and among the nations thou difperfeft us. 

13 Thou felled thine own people, without gain 5 
and enricheft not thyfelf from their barter. 

14 Thou makeft us the reproach of our neighbours, 
a theme of fcorn and derifion lo all around us. 

15 Thou makeft us a bye-word among the nations; 
a matter of head-ftiaking among the peoples. 

16 All the day long our ignominy is before us, 
and confufion covereth our countenances ; 

17 from the voice of the carping reviler ; 
from the face of the vindiftive foe ! 

1 8 All this hath come upon us : 
yet thee we have not forgotten ; 
nor violated thy covenant. 

10 From thee our hearts have not revolted, 

nor our feet declined from thy path : 
ao although thou haft thruft us into a place of defola- 
tion, 

and over-covered us with the (hadow of death. 
ai If we (hould forget the name of our own God, 

and ftretch out our hands to a ftranger God : 
22 would not our God inveftigate this ? 

he who knoweth the fecrets of the heart ? 
^3 Yet, for thy fake we are daily (lain ! 

are counted, as a flock, for flaughter. 
24 Arife ! why fleepeft thou, Jehovah ! 

awake, neglefl us not for ever. 
2^ Why wouldeft thou hide thy countenance ? 
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forget our afHi<aion and opprefKon ? 

For humbled to the duft is our foul ; 26 

lo the earth our body adhereth ! 

Arife, our aid I and redeem us — 27 

for thine own goodnefs' fake. 

NOTES. 
Ver. 3. Bui tbem thou madeft Jhoot forth. The whole metaphor is 
taken from the vine, or fome other luxuriant tree. In our common 
Tcrfioo, " and caft them out," the paraUelifm is loft, and the l>eauty 
of the fentencc difappears.— Ver. 5. our king. The Heb. has my king :. 
but as the pfalmift fpeaks in the name of his nation, the plural number 
is preferable in Engliftj ; as in numerous other inftances.— Ver. 20. 
afiace of df/flation. Commonly rendered « the place of dragons." 

PSALM XLV.— al. XLIV. 
This palm is eifidenily an efithalamium^ or marriage scmg j 
and seems to have been composed by some courtly bardj when 
Salomon took to his bed a daughter of the king of Egypt -^ as his 
frincipal sultana. The title is singular. 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; UPON THe' HEXA- I 
chord; a DIDACTIC LOVE-SONG; BY THE 
SONS OF KORAH. 

MINE heart teemeth with a pleafant theme. z 

I will utter the poem which I have made for the king : 
my tongue fhall be like the reed of a nimble fcribe. 

The faireft of men art thou : 5 

grace is difiFufed on thy lips : 
for God hath ever bleffed thee. 

Gird on thy fword, thou mighty man ! 4 

thy glory and thine ornament : 

and, thus decorated, ride profperoufly on, j 

in the caufe of truth and oppreffed juftice. 
Let thy right hand dart terrors : 
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may peoples fall down before thee ! 

6 may thy (hafts, fo fharp, pierce 
the hearts of the king's enemies ! 

7 Thy throne may God eftablifli for ever ! 
Thy regal fceptre is a fceptre of equity : 

8 thou loved juftice, and hateft wickednefs: 
therefore Jehovah, thy God, 

hath anointed thee with the oil of joy, 
more abundantly than any of thy compeers. 

9 Myrrh, lignaloes, and cafEa, 
from vafes of Armenian ivory, 
perfume all thy garments, 

10 Daughters of kings are among thy darlings ! 
At thy right hand is placed the queen, 
arrayed in robes of Ophir-gold. 

1 1 Liften, royal princefs ! be attentive, and lend tlune 

ear : 
Forget thine own people and thy father's houfe : 
1% fince the king is captivated by thy beauty. 
He now is thy lord : to him bow down : 

13 fo (hall Tyre bring to thee its gifts, 
and the rich to thee pay their court. 

14 All-glorious is the queen in her apartment: 
her robe is befpangled with gold. 

15 To the king (he (hall be brought in brocade, 
attended by her virgin- companions. 

To thee (hall they be brought, and introduced: 
t6 with joy, rejoicing and exultation, 

they (hall enter the palace of the king. 
1 7 The place of thy fathers fhall be fupplied by fons, 
whom thou (halt make chiefe through all the 
land. 
Thy name I will render memorable ' 18 
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through all future generations : 
fo that peoples fhall praife thee, 
for ever and ever. 

NOTES. 

I truft I have done, nearly, juftice to this very beautiful odc^ 
iK'ithout much deviating from the letter : which however was fome- 
times neceflary, on account of the great difference of the two idioms. 
I have made one or two (light emendations of the text; but not 
merely coDJe6lural. It would be tedious here to aifign the reafons, 
which the mere Engliih reader would hardly underftand: fo I leave 
them to be explained in my Critical Remarks. — Ver. 2. Aly tongue 
Jball be like the reed of a nimble fcribe. This is highly expreffive of 
poetical enthufiafm. He is to compofe as faft as an expeditious writer 
could take down his words. For the reft, a reedwsis then, and ftill is in 
the Eaft, the inftrument with which one writes. — Ver. 5. ride profperoufty 
on. The poet places his hero on his royal car, arrayed in fplendid ar- 
mour, ready to protc£l innocence or punifli guik. — lb. Hy right hand 
Jhall dart terrors, A bold Pindaric image. Horace has a line much 
refembling it in his fecond ode, which to the claflic reader will 
naturally prefent itfelf. — Ver. 10. Daughters of kings are among thy 

darlings. Several of Solomon's wives were of royal birth lb, 

the queen, \. e. the chief favourite fuhana ; rooft probably the king 
of Egypt's daughter.— Ver. 14. This and the two next veries 
contain a fine defcription of Oriental manners, The queen, before 
ihe be led to the king's apartment, is gorgeoufly dreffed in her own j 
and thence proceeds with her female train to the royal palace. — 
Ver. 17. This is a prayer and promife of connubial fecundity^ 
which the poet makes to the prince — Ver. 1 8. Thy name I will! 
render memorable. The Greek tranflator fcems to have read dif- 
ferently ; and renders they, i. e. thy (ons, Jball commemorate thy name: 
and this reading is preferred by fome moderns. But ther^ is no 
need for difturbing the text. The poet alludes to his own per- 
formance, \rhich is to eternize the name of his fovereign^ 
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PSALM XLVI— al. XLV. 

Venema and others think this psalm ivas composed in the days 
ofHe%ektahy when Jerusalem was threatened by the Syrians. 
I would rather refer it to the battle gained o^er the Ammonites 
and Moabites by Joshapbaty when he returned with his vi^orious 
army to Jerusalem " with lutes and harps and trumpets, &c.*' 
See 2 Chron. 20. 28. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, OF THE SONS OF 

KORAH, TO BE SUNG ON THE ALAMOTH, 

% GOD is our hope and our ftrength ; 

a nioft ready helper in time of diftrefs. 

3 Therefore we will not be afraid, 
flibuld the earth itfelf be (haken, 
and mountains be toffed into the fea : 

4 (hould its waters roar, and be troubled j 
and mountains quake from its fwell. 

5 A limpid river with its ftreamlets, 
fhall gladden the city of Gk>d, 

the facred abode of the moft high : 

6 God being in the midft of it, 
it (hall never be fliaken : 

for God (hall come early to its aid. 
y When nations raged, and kingdoms were in 

motion, 
he but uttered his voice, and the earth melted. 

8 Jehovah, the God of hofts, was with us : 
our refuge was the God of Jacob. 

9 Come, fee the works of Jehovah : 
what wonders he hath done in the land, 

10 caufing wars to ceafe from its boundaries ! 

The bow he hath broken, the fpear he hath 
fnapped. 
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the tt/^r-chariots he hath burned with fire. 
** Be at eafe, faith bey and know that I am a G^, ii 
** exalted among' the nations— exalted in all the 
'' earth.'* , 

Jehovah, the God of hofts, is with us : 1% 

the God of Jacob is our defence, 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 5. A limpid river j ice. This, although a poetical metaphor, 
may have been fuggefted by the gentle brook of Siloah, which 
watered Jenifalem. See Ifaiah 8. 6. — Ver. 9. what luonders. Thii 

is commonly rendered dejolculons^ badly Ver. 10. the ivar-rlyariots, 

Sep. Jbields. No improbable rendering. — ^Ver. 11. Be at eafe : com- 
monly rendered : e/e//flf as if addreifed to the enemies : but I believe, 
;t is addrefled to the Jews : and ihould be rendered : de at eaje^ 
*live fecurely, 

PSALM XLVIL— al. XLVI. 

This psalm seenu to have been composed on tbe same occasion 
tvith the former ; if indeed^ it he not a continuation of it, 

POR THE CHIEF MUSICIAN, OF THE SONS OF I 
KORAH : A PSALM. 

ALL ye people ! clap your hands : 2 

(hout to t our God with the voice of triumph : 
for venerable is Jehovah, the moft high, 3 

the great king over all the earth. 

To us he hath fubje6led peoples, 4 

and put nations under our feet. 

For us he hath felefted an heritage ; 5 

the glorious lot of Jacob his beloved. 

Let God afcend with fhouting, 6 

Jehovah, with the found of trumpets ! 
Sing pralfes to God, fing praifes : 7 

fing praifes to our king, fing praifes : 
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8 for God is king over all the earth : 
to bim fing melodious praife : 

9 to God who reigneth over the nations : 
to God who fitteth on his holy thione. 

10 Therey aflemble the chiefs of the people, 
the people of th^ God of Abraham : 
For to God, fupremely exalted, 
belong the votive gifts of the land, 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 6. Let God afcendy i. e. from the viftory over his people's 
enemies. Moft probably the ark was carried along with the army, as 
on other ocCafions. Some however think a letter is wanting in one of 
the Heb. words; and would render: "Let God be cxtolled."-7- 
Ver. ID. This is a moft difficult paiTage, and is varioufly rendered 
both by the antients and the moderns. I will only give here our com- 
mon verfion : *' The princes of the people are gathered together, even 
the people of the God of Abraham : for the (hields of the earth 
belong unto God : he is greatly exalted." That in the Liturgy is 
much more intelligible : but incompatible with the prefent text : 
which, I believe, I have juftly rendered. 

. PSALM XLVIII.— al. XLVII. 

A continuation of tie same suhjeSi. 
I A PSALM : FOR THB S6nS OF KORAH. 

% GREAT is Jehovah, and highly to be praifed, 

in the city of our God, on his holy mountain. 

3 Beautiful is the fite of Mount Zion, 
the delight of the whole land. 

On the north fide is the city of the great king: 

4 in its palaces, God is the known defence, 

5 For, lo when the aflbciated kings 
had come over together againjl it : 

6 foon as they faw, they were aftonilhed : 

G 
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they were confounded, and haftily retreated : 

There, a trembling feized on them ; 7 

a forrow like that of child-birth. 

Tboujb'vueredjl th$my God, as with an eaftem wind 8 

thou fliivereft the (hips of Tarfliifli. 

We now fee, what we have often heard, 9 

concerning the city of Jehovah, the Gorf of hofts, 
concerning tte city of our God — 
that God hath eftabliflied it for ever. 

O God ! we meditate on thy bounty, 10 

in the midft of thine own temple : 
as thy name, O God, fo (hall thy praife 1 1 

refound to the limits of the land : 
thy right hand is fo fall of juftice ! 

Let Mount Zion be joyful— I2 

let the cities of Judah exult, 
for thy juft judgments, Jehovah ! 

Go round about Zion, and number its towers, 13 

mark well its bulwarks, count its palaces : 14 

that ye may tell to the next generation : 
how God, our God, hath for ever eftabliflied it: 15 
although ourfelves he driveth on to death. 

NOTES, 

Vet. 8. Although this may be only a mctophorical image ; yet it 
may be that a dorm on this occafion had really (hattered feme (hips of 
the Edomites at Azion-Gcber, their principal feaport. — Vcr. 15. In 
rendering this verfe I diifer from all interpreters : yet I am perfuaded 
I have given the true fenfe. I change only a Angle letter in the text. 
The meaning of the whole is : that although the prefent generation 
muft die, yet the city itfelf fliall be perpetual.— At leaft, if this be ncn 
the meaning, I muft confcfs my ignorance of it. 
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PSALM XLIX— al. XLVIII. 

When J orhywboniy this beautiful and philosopbical psalm wat 
eomposedf it is totally uncertain. I should he apt to give it to 
Solomon^ or at least to the author of Ecclesiastes* 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN OF THE SONS OF 
KORAH : A PSALM. 

% HEAR this, all yj peoples ! 

give ear, all ye inhabitants of the globe ! 

3 both high and low, rich as well as poor ! 

4 My mouth (hall utter leflbns of wifdom, 
the ferious refleflions of my mind. 

^ I will bend mine ear to a parable ; 

I will open my propofition on the harp. 
(5 Why (houl4 I fear in the days of adverfity, 

when circumvented by the iniquity of the fraudulent, 

7 who confide in their own riches, 

and glory in the greatnefs pf their wealth ? 

8 No man can redeem^rowi death his brother, 
nor give for him to God a ranfom, 

9 or a redemption-price for his life : 
fo that he may be fpared for ever, 

iQ and live to eternity, 

and never fee the pit ! 
II For it is evi(Jpnt, that the wife themfelves die, 

as well as the fool and the idiot : 

They all perifh alike, 

and to others leave their riches ! 
I % Their grave is their houfe for ever, 

their refidence through all generations ! 

On earth they ^re called by their titles : 
13 But a man in honour, without underftanding, 

0% 
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refembleth the beads — they are both alike ! 

Such is their con(bft> and foolifh confidence : 14 

and their pofterity follow their example. 

Like a flock they (hall be placed in Hades ! 15 

their (hepherd fliall be Death 1 
early they (hall go down to the gloomy vale ; 
where Hades ft^all coop them up, until they rot, 
to make for himfelf a dung-hill ! 

But my life God will redeem, 16 

and fnatch me from the hand* of Hades. 

Be not uneafy, then^ becaufe a man is rich, 1 7 

and becaufe great is the glory of his houfe : 
for, at his death, he (hall carry nought away j 18 

nor (hall his glory go down after him. 
Although in his life he deemed himfelf happy, 19 

and was praifed while he was in profperity : 
yet he muft go to the generation of his fathers, 20 

who fhall never again fee the light. 

A man in honour, without underftanding, %i 

refembleth the beafls— they are both alike ! 

NOTE. 
Perhaps there is not in the whole colle6tion a pfalm harder to be 
underftood, or that has been more mifunderftood than this one. Yet 
I flatter myfelf, that I have furmountc'd rood of the difficulties ; and 
difplayed its great beauties in an intelligible manner : without alter- 
ing a fingle letier of the original but one ; and by the bare tranfpo- 
fition of another. The learned will judge of my fuccefs. 

PSALM L^al. XLIX. 
The inutility of ceremonious observances, without the true 
Kvorship of the heart: applicable to too many Christians, as well 
^sjews. Compare Ifa. i. il. Jcrem. 7. 22. Hof. 6. (5. 

A PSALM OF ASAPH. I 

THE mighty God, Jehovah, fpeaketh; 
and calleth to the inhabitants o/'the land 
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from the tifing to the fetting fun. 
a From Zion, the paragon of beauty, 
God fhrtweth himfelf in his fplendour. 

3 Our God comelh, and will not be filent : 
before him is a devouring fire 
furrounded by a mighty tempeft. 

4 He calleth to the heavens and to the earth, 
to be wttnejfes, while he judgeth his people. 

5 Let his worfliippers affemble together, 

who make a covenant with him by facrifice : 

6 that the heavens may teftify his juftice : 
for God himfelf is to be the judge. 

7 " Hear (faith he), my people, while I fpeak : 
" Ifrael ! while againft thee I proteft. 

*^ For God, thine own God, I am. 

8 *M reprove thee not on account of thy facrifices^ 
'^ for thine holocaufts are daily before me. 

9 *^ Out of thy booth I feek not a bull, 
*^ nor he-goats out of thy folds : 

10 " for mihe is every beaft of the foreft; 
^^ the cattle, and the mountain-bulls, 

11 ^* I own every bird of the heavens, 
^^ and the glory of the fields is mine. 

1% " If I were hungry, I would not apply to thee : 
^^ for mine is the globe and all its contents. 

13 « Shall I eat the flefti of bulls, or drink the blood 

^^ of goats ? 

14 ^^ Offer up to God the facrifice of praife, 

^* and perform thy vows to the mod High : 

15 " then invoke me, in the day of diftrefs : 
^^' and, when I refcue thee, glorify me." 

16 But to the wicked God faith : 

** How becometh it thee to talk of my ftatutes ? 

^3 
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*^ My covenant thou haft in thy mouth 5 

*^ but thou hateft inftruftion : 17 

*^ and my words thou cafteft behind thee. 

*^ If thou fee a thief, thou joineft him, 18 

^* and with adulterers thou art a partaker. 

** Thy mouth thou openeft to titter malice, 19 

*^ and thy. tongue linketh a chain of deceit. 

** Againft thy brother thou fpeakeft falfehood, 20 

^^ and flandereft thine own mother's fon. 

" Thefe things thou doeft— and (hall I be filent ? 21 

** Thinkeft thou, that I am like thyfelf ? 

** I will reprove thee, and convift thee to thy face. 

** Mark this, ye forgetful of God ! 2.2 

** left I cut you off — and none fliall refcue you. 

** He, whofe facrifice is praife, honoureth me : 2j 
*^ and to fuch I will fliow the way of falvation/' 

NOTES. 
^Ver. I. 71^ mighty God^sl, The God of Gods .-^tx, 5. Let bis 
nvorjbifpers aJJemhU. I follow the reading of all the ani;icnts, fave 
Chald. who follows the prefent Heb. and puts the words in the moiuh. 
of God : " AiTemble ye, my worlhippers— or pious ones :" But this 
evidently breaks the tenour of the poem : which made Green and 
Street tranfpofe ver. 6. and place it between ver. 4. and ver. 5.— 
Ver. 10. ibou J^eakeft faljeimd. The prefent Heb. is commonly 
rendered " thou fitteft and fpeakeft," or, with Hovjbigant : '* th©u 
** ait repeatedly fpcaking."— Ver. as- There is in this verfe a various 
reading arifing from a different ntirwel point, I have followed that 
of Sep. Syr. Vulg. Arab, and of 9 Heb. mss. and fevcral printed 
editions. 
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PSALM LI,— al. L. 

The title of this psalm speaks the time and occasion of its heing 
composed. It is called the fourth Penitential psalm* 

I POR THE pmsT musician: a psalm OP 

a DAVID, WHEN THE PROPHET NATHAN AC- 

COSTED HIM, AFTER HIS COMMERCE WITH 
BATHSHEBA. 

3 PITY me, O God ! according to thy goodnefs; 
according to the greatnefs of thy mercies, 

blot out my tranlgreflions. 

4 Thoroughly wafli me from mine iniquity, 
thoroughly cleanfe me from my fin. 

5 For my tranfgreffions I myfelf acknowledge, 
and my fin is ever prefent to my view. 

6 Before thee, before thee only, I finned, 
and under thine eyes I did the evil : 

So that jufl; art thou in thy fentence, 
and irreproachable in thy judgment, 

7 Alas ! I was born to iniquity ! 
and to fin my mother conceived me ! 

8 But thou, who delighted in truth, 

haft taught me the fecrets of thy wifdom. 

9 Purify me with hyflbp, until I be clean ; 
wafli me, until I be whiter than fnow. 

10 Make me hear a meffage of joy and gladnefs, 
that the bones which thou haft broken may rejoice. 

II Avert thy face from my fin ; 
and blot out all mine iniquities. 

I a A clean heart re-create in me, O God ! 

and an upright mind renew within me. 
13 Caft me not away from thy prefencc, 

nor take from me thine holy fpirit. 
04 
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Reftore to me the joy of thy falvation, 14 

and a generous mind fhall make me fteady. 
Thy ways I will teach to tranfgreflbrs, 15 

and to thee finners (hall be converted. 

Pardon me the guilt of blood-fhed^ i5 

O God ! the God of my falvation 1 
and my toi^e fhall celebrate thy clemen^. 
Jehovah ! open thou my lips 5 17 

and my mouth fhall proclaim thy praife. 
, Didft thou delight in facrifice, I would give it : iJ 

but holocaufls, infucb cafesy thou acceptefl not. 
A facrifice to God is a contrite mind 5 19 

a contrite and broken heart God never defpifeth. 

Difplay thy good-will to Zion : ao 

rear up the walls of Jerufalem : 

then fhalt thou be pleafed with legal facrifices, ai 

with holocaufts perfeftly complete : 
then fhall fleers be immolated on thine altar. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 6. Before thee, not ^gainjl thee. He alludes to the private 
and clandeftine manner in which he committed the fin : which w"a« 
known only to a few of his court-minions. — ^Vcr. 7 . is commonly 
rendered "Lo! I was born (or ihaped) in iniquity, &c" and the 
text has been urged as a proof of original Jin : but whether the Heb. 
prepofition be rendered in or /o, the words to me appear to have xsa 
fuch meaning. If the common rendering be adopted, it is a mere 
poetical^'hyperbole : but if the prepofition be rendered to oxfor^ as it 
was by Symmachus of old, and now is by me, the phrafe will be > 
perfe£lly conformable to the Jewi(h ideas of fin being unavoidable : 
for the Jews, as well as the Mohammedaas, were ftrong fatalifts.— 
Ver. 13. Cafi ms not away ^ &c. David feeros afiraid, left he fliould 
be rejected and unkinged, as Saul had been. — Ver. 20, fti. Some 
interpreters think that this was added to the pfalm after the Ba- 
byloimfh captivity. 1 fee no rctfon for fuch a fupp<^idon» Neither 
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the buildings on Zion nor the walls of Jerufalem might be yet com- 
pleted i and we know that David had in contemplation to build a 
magnificent temple. 

PSALM LII— al. LI. 

This fsalm is said, in the titUy to bhve been composed hy David, 
in consequence of Doeg^ s information against him^ arid the ensuing 
mafsacre of the priests of Nob: but *ver. 8. seems strongly to militate 
against this hypothesis : as an al'usion is made in it to the house of 
God. This leads me to think that not Doeg^ hut Ahlthophel^ it 
the ohjedl of the inve^ve, 

1 FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A DIDACTIC 

2 PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN DOEG, THE EDOM- 
ITE, CAME AND TOLD SAUL, THAt DA- 
VID HAD BEEN IN THE HOUSE OF AHI- 

MELECH. 

3 WHY glorieft thou in evil? thou fliamelefs man! 

4 Thy tongue is daily machinating mifchief ; 
working fubtilely, like a fharp razor ! 

5 Thou loveft evil more than good : 
falfehood more than fincerity : 

6 thou loveft all deftruAive purpofes, 
every fraudulent language. 

7 But God will utterly deftroy thyfelf; 

will difmay, and tear thee from thy dwelling : 
and extirpate thee from the land of the living. 

8 The righteous (hall fee, and rejoice j 
and make thee a fubjeft of fcom. 

9 ^^ Behold, will they fay ^ the man 

'^ who deemed not God his ftrength ; 

*' but/trufting in the greatnefs of his own wealth, 

*^ confirmed himfelf in his depravity !'* 

10 But I, by the houfe of God, 
fhall flourifti like an olive tree ! 

f In the gooducfs of God I will ever truft : 
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for thy doings, Jehovah ! I will ever praife thee. n 

My whole hope is in thy name : 

which is ever favourable to thy worihippers. 

NOTES. 
Ver. 3. thou Jbamelefs man ! Although I have fomc rufpicion that 
the text is here, in fome degree, corrupted, yet I have endeavoured to 
make fenfc of it as it Hands : only dividing differently the verfc. The 
common rendering, according to the prefent divifibn and pun£^uation 
of the Heb. may be fcen in our vulgar verfion, which appears to roe 
an incoherent rhaplbdy. None of the antients except Chald. read or 
divide fo. — Ver. 4. luorking fublilely, like a Jbarp razor : which cuts 
fo eafily, that the wound is at firft hardly perceptible, 

PSALM LIII.— al. LIL 

This f<alm is so very like psalm 14. that hy some it is supposed 
to have been inserted in the colle^on through the inattention and 
forgetfulnejs of the colledor. Others think it a second improved 
edition^ made either by David himself ^ or ly some other hard^ who 
adapted it to his own times, Ti>e title is 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: ON THE MAHA- I 
LATH ; A DIDACTIC PSALM OF DAVID. 

THE profligate imagine — there is no God ! % 

Corrupted they are — abominations they pra£life ! 
not one of them doth good — not even one ! 
God from the heavens viewed the fons of man, 3 

to fee if there were any fo wife, as to feek God. 
They are all gone aftray, are all corrupted : 4 

not one doeth good — not even one. 
Shall not all fuch evilydoers be made fenfible; 5 

who have devoured my people, as bread is devoured ? 
Since God they invoke not, with fear they (hall tremble, 6 
they who never trembled before: 
for God will fcatter the bones of the profligate : 
they (hall be confounded, for God defpifeth them. 
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7 O that, from Zion, falvation may come to Ifrael ! 

When God hath reverfed the captivity of his people j 
Jacob will exult— Ifrael will rejoice. 

NOTES. 
Ver. I. On the mabalalb. This is the fame wind inftrument with 
the HMo/b of pfalm s.-Ver. V The words in Italics are fup- 
plitd from pfalm 14. but there is a veftige of them in one of Ken- 
nicott's Mss.— Ver. 6. The principal difference between this pfalm and 
the 14th is here: inftead of the words which I have paraphrafed 
» they who never trembled befbre" we hav* in pfalm 14- " when 
Jehovah ihall appear in the congregation of the juft t" Then, where 
in the prefent pfalm we have " for God will fcatter, &c.- we have 
in pfalm 14. « They deride the confidence of the afflifted, &c." 
which, however, is found alfo here in feveral Mss.-Ib. For God ivill 
fcmcr the bones of the profligate, &c. I follow, with Dathe and 
Doederlein, the reading of Sep. The prefent text is unmtelhgible. 
See our vulgar verfion.-Ver. 7. Inftead of God feveral MSS. have 
Jehovah. The two words have been frequently interchanged. 

PSALM LIV.— al. LIII. 

■The title of this fialm points out, not imfrohably, the occasion 0/ 
its being composed. 

1 FOB THE FIRST MUSICIAN J ON THE NEGINOTH; 
3 A DIDACTIC PSALM OF DAVID} WHEN THE 
ZIPHITES CAME AND TOLD SACL, THAT 
DAVID WAS HID AMONG THEM. 

3 O GOD ! for thy name's fake, fave me : 
and in thy might render me juftice. 

4 O God! hear my prayer: 

give ear to the words of my mouth. 

5 For the arrogant have rifen up againft me, 
the ferocious feek my life : 

having no regard for God ! 
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Yet God is mine helper — 6 

Jehovah my life's fupport. 

On mine enemies may their malice revert ! 7 

For thy truth's fake, God! cut them off. 
To thee I will liberally facrifice : 8 

thy gracious name, Jehovah ! I will praife : 
when thou haft refcued me out of every diftrefs, 9 

and I have feen mine enemies punifhed. 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 5. Far the arrogant. The prefent Heb. as now pointed, has 
ftrangers. But the Zipbiies were not ftrangcrs ; and the true reading 
\% arrogant J infolentf proud: which is dill that of feveral mss. and 
was followed by the Chaldee paraphraft. So alfo a parallel place in 
pfalm 86. 14.— Ver. 6. Jrbo^vah my life s fupport. Lit. '* Jehovah is 
among the fupports of my life :*' a mere Hebraifm, or rather Ara- 
bicifm : frequent in the Koran. 

PSALM LV.— al. LIV. 

Tbeienor $ftbis fsalm seems to indicate, that ij ^luas composed 
during the rebellion of Ab so ulom, 

JPOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; ON THE NEOI- I 

NOTH : A DIDACTIC JPSALM OF DAVID. 

GIVE ear, O God ! to my prayer : 7, 

hide not thy face from my petition : 
be attentive to me, and hear me. 3 

Agitated with mufings, I loar out, 
becaufe of the clamors of the enemy, 4 

becaufe of the violence of the wicked. 
For to me they falfely impute iniquity; 
and in fury fet themfelves again ft me. 
Mine'heart palpitateth, within me ; 5 

on me'are fallen the terrors of death : 
fear and trembling have feized me, 6 

and horror hath me overwhelmed. 
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7 O ! think I, that I had wings ! 
like a dove 1 would fly to feme retreat : 

8 I would wander away to a diftance, 
would take up my abode in a wildernefs : 

9 would haften away to a (belter 

from the fweeping tempeftuous whirlwind. 

10 Confound, Jehovah ! confound their counfels: 
for I know that, in the city, are violence and ftrife. 

1 1 Thefe, day and night, perambukte its walls : 
in the niidft of it are iniquity and mifchief : 

12 in the midft of it are all forts of depravity; 
fraud and guile depart not from its ftreets. 

13 It was not an open foe, who reviled me — 
that I could have borne : 

nor one owing me hatred, who rofe up againft mc — 
from him I could have hid myfelf : 

14 It was thou ! the man of my efteem ! 
my conduftor, and my familiar friend ! 

1^ Sweet fi^rct converfe we enjoyed together; 

In company, we walked to the houfe of God ! 
May fudden death feize on them— 

16 alive may they go down to Hades! 

for all forts of wickednefs dwell among them. 

17 But God I invoke — Jehovah will fave me ! 

18 At even, at mom, at mid-day, I mufe ; 
I roar out, and make my voice be heard. 

19 ^^ Redeem my life, in peace, from my neareftof kin — 
^^ for thev are among thofe who contend with me, 

ao ^^ May Gk)d hear me, and humble them, 
*^ and bring them back to their duty !" 
As they have yet met with no misfortune^ 
therefore they have no fear of God. 

21 They lift up their hands againft the peaceable, 
and break with him their covenant. 
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Their mouth was fofter than butter, 22 

but immediate warfare was in their heart ! 
their words were fmoother than oil j 
but, in reality, were drawn fwords. 

Rely thou on Jehovah ! he will fupport thee : 25 
he will never fuffer the righteous to totter. 
But thofe, O God, thou wilt precipitate 24- 

into the pit of perdition ! 
Bloody and deceitful men 
fhall not live half their days : 
but in thee will I put my truft. 

NOTES. 
Ver. 16. Ali*v^ may they go doivn to Hades! The meaning is not 
that they (hould be fwallowed up by the earth alive, but that ihey 
ihould die a hady and violent de^th : which was a6lually the cafe 
with both Ahithophel and Abihalom ; although David's imprecation 
muft have been limited to the former. See the Note on ver. 19.-*- 
Ver. 18, and make my voice be beard, I follow the reading of Syr. 
and one Heb. ms. The reft have, and be luill^bear my voice^^-- 
Ver. 19. I think this and the following verfes have been generally 
mifunderftood. They appear to me to refer to Abflialom only, whom 
his tender father wiihed rather to be reclaimed than ruined. See 
2 Sam. 18. 4* and 33. Perhaps fome others of his near kindred were 
alfo among the confpirators : hence he fometimes ufes the plural 
number, and fometimes the lingular ; but the plural is often ufed for 
one, and both fmgulars and plurals may here refer only to Abihalom* 
I ufe the plural throughout.— Ver. z u One m^y perceive here, I think, 
an indire6t accufation of Abfhalom's ingratitude. He had been re- 
called from baniihment, pardoned for the murder of his brother, and 
readmitted into royal favour ; and had, doubtlefs, on that occafion 
promifed to be a dutiful fon and obedient fubjeft for the future. But 
the firft thing he does is to fteal the hearts of the people, and at laft 
break out in open rebellion againft the beft of fathers. Sq( t Sanv« 
14. 33. and 15. i»i2. 
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PSALM LVL— al. LV. 

// is the remark of Seeker {in bis ms. notes) that this psalm 
seemeth not peculiarly to suit the titles ivhieb imports that it was 
composed hy Davidy when he was surprised by the Philistines at 
Gath. Interpreters indeed refer us to i Sam. 21. 11 — i^.but 
what connexion that fafsage can have with the suhje3 of this 
psalm, I cannot perceive. But I have more than once already 
noticed, that the titles are of small authority : and the reader may 
refer the psalm to any other more probable occurrence* If Cath 
and the Philistines he at all concerned in it, it must be referred to 
that period when David and his 600 men were under the protec > 
tion of the king of Gaih, during SauPs persecution. See i Sam, 
27. I — 7. The word in the title, which is commonly rende%£d 
took, or surprised, is susceptible of a ^very different meaning-, 
Hvhich I have exprefsed in my translation. But I must refer to my 
Critical Remarks, for this and several other difficult passages that 
occur in this fsalm. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; ON THE lONATH 
ELEMREHOKIM ; A GOLDEN FSALM OF DAVID; 
WHILE HE WAS AMONG THE PHILISTINES OP 
GATH. 

0^ HAVE pity on me, O God ! 

for man panteth for my life : 
is daily at war to opprefs me. 

3 Mine enemies daily pant for my life, 
and many are they who war againft me. 

4 From day to day I am in dread : 
yet in thee I put my truft. 

5 In GrOD I will glory, whatever me befall. 
In God I will truft, and nothing fear 
of all that men can do to me. 

6 They are daily devifing my deftruAion, 
all their defigns on me tend to mifchief. 
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Secretly they meet, and mark my fteps, 7 

watching an opportunity for my life j 
' as if it could not efcape them : 8 

in thine ire, ftrike down fuch people. 

O God ! thou haft numbered my wanderings j 9 

my tears thou haft collefted in thy bottle : 
are they not in thy record ? 

When I invoke thee, let mine enemies retreat : 10 
by this I (hall know that God is with me. 
In God I will glory, whatever me befall ! II 

Ib God I will glory, whatever me befall! 
In God I will truft, and nothing fear iz 

of all that men can do to me. 

The vows, O God ! which to thee I make, 13 

with praifes to thee I will pay : 

when thou flialt have refcued my life from death ; 14 
nay, prevented my feet from flipping j 
that I may walk before God, 
in the light of the living. 

NOTES. 

There arc difficulties in this pfalm, that to many have appeared in- 
furmountable : and whether I have been able to furmount them all, 
I much doubt myfelf. My verfion, I prefume, is intelligible : but 
whether always juft, I will not take upon me to fay. I will add a 
few notes for further illuftration. In the title I have fuppofed that the 
long compound name ionatb-elem-rebokim is fome mufical inftrument; 
rather than give it a ridiculouv appellative meaning, as the antients 
have generally done. If the word were at all to be rendered, I ihould 
be apt to adopt Houbigant's verfion, ON the affliction of am 
EXILED PEOPLE, meaning David and his followers, who were then 
in exile among the Philiftines. Some think that it was the beginning 
of fome well known air or tune ; to which this pfalm was to be fet.— 
Ver. 4. From day to day^ &c. This is entirely a conjectural emen- 
dation ; but it confifts in the change of a fingle letter ; and feparating 
a word from the end of a verfe to join it to the next. That word \%^ 
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in our public verfion rendered ** O thou moft high !'* a meaning 
which it has never elfewhere ; and which, in my opinion, it cannot 
have here. Others make it an adverb, and render proudly. Others 
fupply a letter, and render /ro« on bJjb.-^Vtr. 5, The firft comma 
of this verfe is, in our common vcrf^on, rendered *« Iij God I will 
praife his word."^Much more intelligibly Coverdale; " I will 
comfort myfelf in God's word '• — and our Liturgical vcrfion ; " I will 
praife God, becaufe of his word," i. c. bis promife. And this or 
a ^milar verfion has been adopted by fomc of the beft modern trans* 
lators. 1 cannot however think that this is the true meaning* The 
Heb. term rendered word, has a great variety of meanings x and here 
it appears to have a very general one, namely, wbpite*ver may bappen* 
It occurs again twice, in this fame pfalm, and ccrtainjy in the fame 
meaning, whatever that meaning be. I will not here trouble the 
£ngliih reader with all the conjectures that have been rifked on it, 
and the learned reader I muft refer to my Critical Remarks.— Vcr. 6* 
Tbey are daily devijing my defiruSiion : commonly rendered " They 
are daily wrefting my words." Ithinktlie other the true meaning.— • 
Vcr. 8. as if it could noi e/cape them, I disjoin this comma fron> 
v^r. 8. and add it to ver. 7. Then following the reading of Sep. and 
Syr. I find the moft natural interpretation to be that which I give in 
my vcrfion. They who prefer the prcfent Heb. leftion render vari- 
oufly. Our laft tranflators : " fliall they efcape by iniquity >"— 
Coverdale: "but in vain; for it ihall efcape thems** certainly a 
n^ore confonant rendering; and followed by fome more modem inter<r 
pretcrs. — Ver. 9. puttefl my tears in a bottle, Moft of the antients 
read ** putteft my tears before thee :" but the other reading is more 
poetical and emphatic. The remainder, I think, is all pretty clear, 
and requires no further illuftration^ 

PSALM LVII.--al. LVI. 

Thii psalm may ha*ve been compose^ at the period mentioned in 
t thfi title ; Hpbtcb is, 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: [AL-THASHBTH] 

A GOLDEN PSALM OP DAVID; WHEN HB 
ESCAPED FROM SAUL, IN THE CAVB. 

% HAVE pity on me, O God ! have pity on me 2 

for in thee my foul taketh (helter. 

u 
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In the {hadow of thy wings I flielter myfelf ; 
until tbefe calamities pafs over. 

God I invoke, the moft high God; 3 

who to me is ever bountiful : 

who from the heavens fendeth me falvation ; 4 

difgracing thofe, who pant for my life. 
His bounty and truth God has here difplayed ! 

My life was in the midft of lions : 5 

1 lay among ferocious men ; 
whofe teeth were lances and arrows ; 
and whofe tongues were fliarp fwords. 

Exalt thyfelf, O God ! above the heavens : 6 

manifeft thy glory over all the earth. 

A net they had prepared for my fteps ; ^ 

a trap they bad prepared for my life j 
a pit they had digged before me : 
but into it they ftumbled themfelves. 

Mine heart is ready, O God ! mine heart is ready : 8^^ 
to thee I will fing and pfalmodize. 
Awake, my glory j awake, my lyre and harp ! 9 

I will wake the early morning ! 

I will praife thee, Jehovah ! among the people ; 10 
will pfalmodize to thee among the nations : 
for magnified is thy bounty, unto the heavens : 1 1 

thy veracity, unto the ethereal (kies. 

Exalt thyfelf, O God ! above the heavens : 1% 

manifeft thy glory over all the earth. 

notes. 

The word in the title, which I have put within brackets, is fuppofed 
hfre and ellewhere to be the name of fome air^ to which this pCalni 
was to be fung. See the Notes on the foregoing pfalm.— Ver. 7. a 
tr^thty had prepared ^or ;«)r ///^. This comma is commonly ren- 
dered: " my foul is bovired down :*' as in our public veriion: or, 
«• they have bowed down my foul :" as mpft of th^e antientft, who read 
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the Heb. verb in the f lurlal. But I caiiRot thiol: that the word is Here a 
v^rb at all. 1 believe it to be a noun, and to figiiify a trap^ or cavity 
made to entrap.-^ Ver. 9. I will wake the early morning: pottically— 
So Milton t •♦ Cheerly roufe the flumberiDg morn 1" 



■ PSALM LVIII.— al. LVII. . 

A strong and bitter inve^ive against iniquitous and precipitate 
judges. It may have allusion to Saul's hasty condemnation and 
slaughter of the priests of Nob. Sec i Sam. 22.11, &c. 

I FOR TH£ FIRST MUSICIAN: [al-THASHETh] 

A GOLDEN PSALM OF DAVID. 

% ADMINISTER ye juftice, truly and faithfully ? 

Judge ye with equity, ye fons of man ? 

3 Nay ; in your hearts ye contrive iniquities ! 

and your liands deal out violence through the land, 

4 The wicked are ftrangers to compaffion; 
they ftray from fincerity, and fpeak falfehood I 

5 Their poifon is like the poifon of a ferpent, 

like that of the deaf afpic, which ftoppeth its ear; 

6 and vvliich Hfteneth not to the voice of the charm- 

ers, 
howfoever well fldlled in incantations. 

7 Break, O God ! their teeth in their mouths : 
demolifh, Jehovah ! the grinders of tbofe young 

lions. 

8 May they melt away like a fliix of water I 

, When they aim their fhafts^ may they mi& the 
mark ! 

9 May they be like a flux, flowing faftly off: 
like an abortion, who feeth not the fun f 

10 Before their thorns have gathered flrength^ 

Ha 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lOO THE BOOK OF PSALMS. LVIII. 

may they be difperfed, like teafils and thiftles i 

Then (hall the righteous man rejoice, ii 

when he beboldethy»cA vengeance taken : 
when he may bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked ! 
Then will men fay : i% 

*^ Truly, there are rewards for the righteous : 
** Truly, there is a God, who is judge on the earth." 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 2. This abrupt apollrophe is quite poetical. There is a word 
in the original that has much puzzled interpreters, and various con- 
je6ture6 have been made concerning it. 1 have, with our common 
veriion, followed the Septuagint. — Ver. 4. The wicked are flrangen 
to compajpon^ &c. This is commonly rendered : " The wicked are 
cftranged from the womb, they go aftray as foon as they be bom :*' 
wrongly, I think, with Green. — Ver. 6. This has alludon to the 
charlatans, who, in the Eaft, go about with tamed and harmlefs fer- 
pents, which they pretend to have rendered fo by fpells and inchant- 
•ments.— Vcr, 9. The firft comma of this verfe is commonly rendered : 
*« as a fnail, which melteth." The antients vary. Sep. Vulg. Syr. 
Arab, h^ve wax» I believe the word means a water -flu/b. — Ver. 10. 
This has been deemed one of the mod diHlcult palTages in the Pfalter ; 
and is in our public veriion rendered thus : " Before your pots can 
feel the thorns, he fliall uke them away as with a whirlwind, both 
living and in his wrath t" which he who underftands may. To make 
fenfe of the Heb. I have been obliged to make fome flight corredlions ; 
but which arc either authorifed by fome ms, authority, or fome an- 
tient yerfion ; or naturally prefent themfelves, and give a fit and fair 
meaning. 

PSALM LIX— al. LVIII. 

TiisfsaJm, tfwe trust to tie title ^ must he referred to what Is 
related in i Sam. 19. 1 1, dec. hut some parts of it seem hardly 
suitable to that occasion. I am apt to tbink^ that it relates to the 
time of Hezekiab, ivhen Jerusalem was besieged by the jissyrian^m 
Comp. vcr. 6, 7. ivitb 2 Kings i3. 19. 
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I FORTHB FIRST MUSICIAN: [AL THASHETH] 
A GOLDEN PSALM OP DAVID; WHEN SAUL 
SENT MESSENGERS TO WATCH AT HIS HOUSE^ 

FOR THE PURPOSE OP KILLING HIM% 

% FROM my foes deliver me, my God ! 

proteft me from mine adverfaries r 

3 deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
and preferve me from blood-thirfty men. 

4 For, lo, they lie in wait for my life : 
againft me arc the mighty combined! 

5 Yet no crime, no fault in me, Jehovah ! 
void of iniquity I have fteered my courfe. 
Awake, and fee to mine affiftance, 

6 thou the God of hods, the God of Ifrael ! 
awake to punifli all fuch people j 

fpare none who work iniquity. 

7 Each evening they return to the charge: 
like dogs they howl around the city : 

8 with their mouths they belch hlafphemies : 
in their lips are (harp reproaches : 

But who liftens to them ? 

9 For thou, Jehovah ! derided them ; 
at Mfuch people thou laughed. 

10 My drength ! to thee I will pfalmodize { 
for God is my drong hold, 

II to me a God mod gracious ! 

a God who anticipates my needs ; 
a God who will make me to behold 
mine enemies become a fpeftacle. 

12 Slay them not; led my people forget it : 
difperfe them by thy mighty power; 
precipitate them, Jehovah ! my proteftor ! 

13 For the fins of their mouths, for the words of their 

lips, 

H3 
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let them be overtaken in their haughtinefs, 

for the imprecaiions and falfehood which they utter. 

So completely defeat them, 14 

that not one of them may remain ; 

that it may be known to the limits of the land, 

that Jehovah i^ chief ruler in Ifrael. 

Altbougb^eV^ry tvtnmg they return, j^ 

and howl like dogs around the city ; 
let them ftroll .iii queft of viftuals, - 16 

and murmur, if they be not fatisfied : 
But I will fing of thy power ; 17 

will, at dawn, celebrate thy bounty : 
becaufe to me thou haft been a fortrefs, 
a refuge in the day of my diftrefs. 

My ftrength ! to thee I will pfalmodize ! 18 

for God is my ftrong hold — 
to me a God moft gracious ! 

NOTES, 

Vcr. 5. Void of iniquity I have Jieered my courfe. The common 
rendering is: ** they run and prepare themfelves without viy fault." 
But I am perfuaded that the true reading was followed by Sep. 
and Arab, which I have adopted inmy verfion. — Ver. 7 and 8. Thefc 
two verfes make me think that the f falm was compofed by Hezekiah, 
or for him, when Senaherib's army were befieging Jerufalem, and 
infulting the beficged with the moft fupercilious contempt. ^ In ver, 8. 
the laft comma has been generally put into the mouth of the enemy; 
and rendered : "For who, y&y they, doth hear?" I cannot deem 
this a juft vcrfiqn. I put the words in the mouth of the Pfalmift, 
and think they allude to a Kings, 18. 36. when, on Rabfliakeh'« 
haranguing the Jewifli fentinels on the walls, the people were filent, 
and anfwered not a word: ** For fuch was the king's order, faying: 
Anfwer not." — Ver. 10. to thee I wtll pfalmodize. In the prefcnt 
text there is a word which. our laft En gUfli tranflators render : "I 
will wait on thee:" and fo read Sep. and Chald, But as in jhc pa-< 
rallel place, ver. 18. all the copies h3i.\t ^almodize \ aad as Syu and 
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Arab, read fo here, I have, with moft modem interpreters, adopted 
that reading : not, however, without fome hcfitation, as the other is 
no way improbable. For the feft \ the word which I render myftrengtb 
is in the prefent Hcb. bis firength followed by our laft tranfla- 
tors with a becaufi in Italics : " Becaufi of his ftrength will I 
wait upon thee." But as this makes a moft awkward fenfe, and as 
tfen Mss. atleaft, with Sep. Syr. Arab, and even Chald. read myftrengtb^ 
I have had no fcruplc in preferring it.— Ver. la. Zlay tbem not* i. e. 
by the fword of the beHeged ; left tllefe afcribe to themfelves the defeat 
of the enemy \ but difcomfit anddifperfe them, by thine own power, 
tnd after a lingular manner. How well all this tallies with the de« 
feat of Senaherib's army, the reader will eaf^Iy perceive* Comp. 
a Kings, 19. 32—35. 

PSALM LX.— al.LIX. 

Wboever undertakes to reconcile tbe title qftbts psalm to any par^ 
if David's bistoty, will ^nd it an bard attempt. It is indeed, 
by some, supposed fo bave been written by David, not during bis 
vuar witb tbe Syrians, but in tbe beginning of bis reign. But 
tbis byfotbesis to me appears at least equally unfounded. David 
was successful in all bis wars j and nevfr could say vubat is bert 
put in bis moutb. — But wben, tben, ivas tbe psalm most probably 
composed f Plainly, after some great disaster bad befallen tbe 
bosts of Judah : and I can fnd no period so proper, as at tke 
commencement of tbe reign of Hezekiab. See bis speecb to tb§ 
priests and Levites, 2 Chron. 29. 5. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: ON SHUSAN- 

% EDUTH : A GOLDEN DIDACTIC PSALM OF 

DAVID, WHEN HE WAS AT STRIFE lyiTIf 
THE SYRIANS OF MESOPOTAMIA AND THE 
SYRIANS OF ZOBA; WHEN JOAB RETURNER 
FROM SMITING TWELVE THOUSAND EDOMr 
ITES IN THE VALE OF MELAH. 

3 O GOD ! thou haft rejeaed us • 

Aou baft broken us in pieces } 

H4 
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thou art angry — ^be again reconciled to us^ 

Thou haft fliaken the land, and rent it i 4 

heal its breaches ; for ftill it ftiaketh. 

Thou haft made thy people experience hardfliip ; 5 

a troubled wine thou haft made us drink : 

thy worfliippers thou haft imprefled with terror, 6 

fo as to fly from the face of the bow ! 

That thy beloved may yet be refcued 5 7 

hear, fltfid by thy right hand fave us. 

God anfwereth, in his fanfltuary— joyful am I ! 8 
1 ftiall, jet, divide Sichem into lots, 
and meafure out the valley of Suchoth : 
mine (hall be Gilead, and mine Manafleh : g 

Ephraim (hall be the helmet of mine head : 
Judah (hall be my legiflator. 

Moab (hall be my wafliing-pot ! to 

at Edom I fliall throw my flipper ! 
over the Philiftines I fliall triumph. 

Who will conduft me to that ftrong city ? it 

who will conduft me to Edom > 

Wilt thou, O God, ftill rejed us ? i^ 

and not go out with our hofts ? 

Grant thine aid, after our diftrefs : i^ 

for vain is the affiftance of man. 

Through God we fliall aft valiantly t 14. 

for he will tread down our enemies, 

NofES. 
Ver. 6. 7%y worj^lppers thou baft imprepd with terror. This is com- 
monly rendered : <* Thou haft gi\ren a banner to thy worfliippert (or 
thofc who fear thee) that it may be difplayed becaufe oFthfc truth :'* 
a fentence to me unintelligible. The verfion which I give arifcs na« 
turally out of the text, without any alteration, fave in fome vowel 
points. There feems to be here an allufion to the (hameful difcom- 
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fiture of a numerous hoft of Judahitcs by a fmatl body of Syrians ia 
the reign of Joafli. Sec 2 Ghron. *4. ^4. — Ver. 8 God anjweretb ^ 
in bisfanSuary. This is a beautiful tranfition. The pfdlmift, whom 
I fuppofe to be liezckiah, is already certain that his prayer has been 
heard j and, inftead of continuing his plaintive cxpoftulaiions, breaks 
forth into joyful exultation, in the hope that he diall not only be - 
refcued from his prefcnt enemies, but (hall alfo recover the antieftt 
territories, that had been wrefted from the houfe of David, both 
within and without the limits of Ifrael. Hence he mentions firll, 
Sichem, Suchoth, Gilead, ManaiTeh, and Ephraim ; which laft he 
charafterifes as a bead-belmet^ both on account of Its being a ftrong 
warlike tribe, and lying between him and his mod powerful 
enemies, the Syrians. It is rem'aikable that in the reign of He- 
zekiah the tribes of Manaffeh and Ephraim feera to have, partly at 
leaft, been reconciled to the houfe of David 5 as " many of the 
people of Ephraim, Manaffeh, Iffachar, and Zebulon," came to 
Jerufalem ro keep the Phafah, or Paffover, fo folemnly renewed by 

Hezekiah, Comp. 2 Chron. 30. i — 20. and 31. i Ver. 10. 

Moabjhall be my tua/bing-pot^ &c. He now comes tothofe nations, 
who had been formerly tributary to the kings of Judah, but which in 
the reign of Joram had thrown off the yoke, and often warred fuc- 
defsfully againft the Judahites in the weak reigns of his fucceflbrt 
before Hezekiah. See i Chfon. 22. 8. 16. and 1^, 23. and 27. 16. 
The pfalmift trufts, that they fliall all again be fubdued, and made 
fubfervient to Judah. I have dwelt the longer on this fubjc^l* as 
I think it brings the compolition home to Hezekiah, or to fonic 
bard who v/rites in his name ; and that it is more fuitable to this 
than any other period of Jewifh hiftory. 

PSALM LXI.— al. LX. 

This psalm seems perfeBly to answer its tide. It was prola- 
lly composed wbiJe David was at Mabanaim. Comp. Pf. 42.^ 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: ON 1*HE NEGI- 

NOTH : A PSALM OF DAVID. 

% LISTEN, OGod! to mine invocation : 

be attentive to my rcqueft. 
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Prom the extremity of the land I thee invoke, j 

while mine heart is overwhelmed with grief, 
from mine enemy's being exalted above me. 

Ah ! dire£t me — for ihou art my hope ; 4 

a tower of ftrength, from the enemy. 
I'ihaU yet dwell long at thy tabemade, ^ 

and repofe under the covert of thy wings. 
For thou, O God, wilt hear my vows, 6 

and give me, for an inheritance, 
the people who revere thy name. 

Days on days, to the king, wilt thou accumulate ; 7 
his years ftiall extend from generation to generation ; 
Ibng fhall be remain in the prefence of God : 8 

thy veracity and bounty Ihall be his guard : 
k will I ever pfalmodize to thy name ; 5 

and perform my vows from day to day, 

NOTES. 

There is no^'fliculty in this elegant pfalm, fave in ver. 3» which 
» badl);^ divided, and badly rendered. Our common version nin^ 
thus : ** F om the end of the earth Twill cry unto thee, when my 
heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the rock, tbat is higher than I :" 
the fenfe of which I cannot fo much as guefs. By the disjunct ion 
of a fnoall letter from one word, and adding it to the preceding one^ 
and by a different divifton of the vcrfc, I believe I have given the 
genuine meaning. — Ver. 6. This verfe has alfo been generally mis- 
uhderftood ; and rendered by our Engliih tranflators : ** Thou haft 
given m/! the heritage of thofe that fear thy name." It was no» 
the heritage of God's people that David wilhed for, but thcmfclvc* 
as his fubjeas. See C. R. 
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PSALM LXIL— al. LXL 

/ tbink this psalm must have been composed much about the 
same time with the former. The title is : " 

1 FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, lEDtJtHIN ! A 

PSALM OP DAVID, 

2 ON God alone my foul repofeth: 
from him mud come my fa! vat ion : 

3 He alone is my rock and my fafety : 

while he is my fafe-guard, I fhall not much 
totter. 

4 How long will ye plot againft a fingle man ? 
will all of you confpire to batter him, 

like a tottering wall, or a broken fence } 

5 They ftudy how to tumble him from his eminence : 
they delight in falfehood, and, 

while they blefs with their mouths, 
in their inmoft hearts they curfe. 

6 / • My foul ! repofe ihou on God alone : 

for from him is all mine expectation. 

7 My rock and fafety alone is he : 

while he is my fafe-guard, I (hall not totter. 

8 From God is my fafety, and my glory : 

the rock of my ftrength, my refuge, is God. 

9 Truft in him, at all times, ye people ! 
before him pour out your hearts ! 
God is our fole expectation. 

10 Vain are the vulgar of mankind : 
fallacious the men of note : 
when put together in the balance, 

^^^ they are lighter than vanity itfelf. 

1 1 Put not your confidence in extortion, • 
and become not vain in rapine. 
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When riches increafe, fet not your hearts on them. 

God hath once fpoken — i^ 

Twice have I heard it faid— • 
That power belongeth to God, 

and bounty to thee, Jehovah ! 13 

and that thou wilt render to man, 
according to his deeds. 

PSALM LXni.— al. LXII. 

The title ff this psalm is suit able to the suljedt^ It must 
have been composed by David, not *[vhen be was persecuted by 
Saul in the nvildemefs of Ziph, in which period our concordance- 
writers refer us ; but in his flight from Abihalom^ after his crosiing 
the Jordan, The wildernefs of Judah extended much further than 
that river. 

A PSAtM OF DAVID ; WHEN HE WAS IN THE I 

WJLDEKNESS OF JUDAH. 

O GOD ! my ftrength art thou : I feek thee early. 2 
After thee my foul thirftelh ; for thee my flefli yeameth, 
like a dry, droughty, waterlefs land ! 
Hence, in purity of mind, toward thee I look ; 3 

to fee thy ftrength and thy glory 3 

for better is thy bounty than any thing in life ; 4 

therefore, thee my tongue ftiall celebrate. 
Thus will I blefs thee, through life ; 5 

in thy name will I lift up mine hands : 
as if with fat and marrow my foul were fatisfied, 6 

thee with joyful lips my mouth fhall praife : 
when on my bed I call thee to mind, 7 

and think of thee at every watch-hour. 
Becaufe thou haft ever been my helper, 8 

in the (hadow of thy wings I will rejoice. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



LXIII — LXIV. THE BOOK OF PSALMS. lOJ 

9 To thee my foul faft-clea«reth : 
thy right hand holdeth me up : 

10 while they, who feek my life, to deftroy it, 
(hall go down to the lower parts of the earth. 

11 By the fword they fliall fall : 
for jackals a prey they ftiall be : 

1% But the king (hall rejoice in God : 

by whom who is befwom may exult, 
13 while the mouths of liars fliall be ftopt up. 

NOTES. 
Vcr. 2. Mj' Jirfngth. Others, my God. lb. Uk a dry, Sec. 
60 Syr. Sym. and five MSS. The reft, in a dtj, &c. Ver. 3. /« 
/KT/Vv ofmhtd-Ait. in bolinefs^-<ommon\y rendered in the fanBuary: 
but how the word can have that meaning here, I confefs I fee not. Sec 
roy C. R. — Ver. \i. by whom who is befwm'n. It is not eafy to ex* 
prefs the full force of the Heb. The meaning feems to be : That 
f hey who "have taken God to be the witnefs of their veracity, havd 
caufe to glory- 

PSALM LXIV.— al LXIIL 
Thi^ psalm is by somfi supposed to have been written by David 
when he was at tbi court of Saul, against his calumniators, lam 
inclined to think it was composed during the reiellifin of Ahshalom. 

I FOB THE riRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM OP 

DAVID. 

a WHEN I pray, O God ! hear my voice : 

from the dreadful foe preferve my life. 

3 Hide me from the plots of the malignant, 
from the infults of the workers of iniquity .: 

4 who whet their tongues, like a fword ; 
and, like arrows, aim poifonous words, 

5 to Ihoot, fecretly, at the innocent ! 
Unawarely they (hoot, while they are not feen : 

£ they encourage themfelves in this evil deed ; 
they contrive how to hide their fnares j 
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they fay : Who (hall perceive them ? 

They fearch for faults, confummately fearch ; 7 

fcrutinizing one's interior and inmoft heart. 

But God will (hoot an arrow at them : $ 

unexpe6ledly (hall they be fmitten : 
on themfelves their calumny (hall recoil : 9 

all who fee them will avoid them. 

Then (hall all men revere, 10 

and proclaim the work of God, 
when they underftand it to be of his doing. 
In Jehovah the juft fliall rejoice and truft : 11 

and all the upright of heart in him fliall glory. 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 5. While they are not feen, 1 follow, with Houbigant and 
Street, the reading of Syr. and 12 mss. The reft: and they fear 
ifot. — Ver. 6. Inftead of perceive tbem\ Syr. Arab, and i Ms. have 
perceive us. — Ver. 7. In order to make any convenient fenfe of this 
verfe, which has fo much puzzled commentators, I have been obliged 
to change a letter in the original, and remove that letter to the pre- 
ceding word. See C. R. David feems hereto allude to the eagernef* 
of his enemies to find out imaginary guilt in him. It had been in- 
finuated by Abfhalom, that his father neglected the adminiftration of 
juftice. See 2 Sam. 15. 3,4. This is the obftrvation of Dimoek.— 
Ver. 9. I'beir calumnyf lit. their tongue : but tongue is here, and elfc- 
•where, tak^ for its calutnnious bitter jpecches, 

PSALM LXV.— al. LXIV. 
Tbe'-e is nrthing in this puilm ta guide us to the time or occasion 
of its composition : hui is beauties are truly striking. 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; A SONG OP 1 

DAVID. 

PRAISE awaiteth thee, O God ! in Zlon : 
and to thee (hall vows be performed : 
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3 to thee, who heareft a prayer, fliall all flefli apply* 

4 Great indeed were our iniquities : 
but our trefpaffes thou haft pardoned. 

3 Happy is he whom thou felefteft, 

to be near thee and dwell in thy courts ; 
where he is fatiated with the good things 
of thine houfe— thine holy temple* 

6 Terribly, but juftly, thou dealeft with us^ 
O thou, the God of our falvation ! 

the hope of all the ends of the earth, 
and of the remoteft feas ! 

7 Thou who fixefl the mountains by thy power, 
begirt as thou art with mightinefs ! 

8 Thou who ftilleft the noife of the feas, 

the noife of their waves — like a popular tumult ! 

9 The moft remote inhabitants of the earth 
are awed by the tokens of thy power : 

The returns of even and morn thou exhilarateft : 

10 The earth thou vifiteft and watereft ; 
and earicheft it exceedingly : 

full of water is the ftreara of GoD. 
By thus preparing it : 
thou fitteft it for grains. 

11 Its furrows thou drencheft ; 
its clods thou breakeft down : 
thou melloweft it with (howers ; 
thou bleffeft its increafe : 

1^2 and with thy bounty thou crowneft the year. 
Thy paths diftill fertility^ • 

13 diftill it on the paftures of the defert ? 
and the hills are begirt with joy. 

14 The rams fecundate the flocks : 
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The vales are covered with corn—- ■ 

All (bout and fing for joy. 

NOTES. 

Ver.io. 1 he fir earn ofGod^ i. t* copious rain^ according to the oriental 
idiom — Ver. \z. Ihy paths dijii II fertility. Some have imagined that 
inftead of pcuhs we ftiould render clouds : but the other reading is 
more poetical, God is fuppofed by the oriental poets to ride on the 
clouds during a ftorm of rain, or of thunder.-^ Ver. 14, The rams 
fecundate the flocks^ lit. clothe them : a pure' orientalifm, denoting the 
M£t of coition. Our poeis ufc the word line and cover in the fame fcnre. * 

PSALM LXVI.--al. LXV. 

This psalm is hy som$ supposed to have been composed in thf 
time of Hezeitab, after bis recovery ft am b:s siclnefs. Others re^ 
fer it to the Babylonish captivity. I see noth.'ng in it that favours 
either of tbes;^ conjectures. It is perfectly appIifalU to David, 
after his return to Jerusalem, from Mabanaim» 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; A PSALM-SONG. 1 

SHOUT to God, all ye inhabitants of the land : 
(ing pfalms to the glory of his name : ^ 

make his glory the fubjeft ofyoiirpraife. 
Say to God: ^^ How awful thy works 1 3 

^^ on account of the greatnefs of thy power, 
** thine enemies themfelves fawn to thee. 
f^ Let all the people of the land worfliip thee, 4 

f^ fing pfalms to thee, and celebrate thy name." 
Come, and behold the works of God, 5 

awful in hisconduft toward the fons of man. 
He once turned the fea into dry land ! 6 

on foot our forefathers went through the flood ! 
for tbis^ let us rejoice in him. 
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7 In his might he ruleth for ever : 
his eyes are fixed on the people : 

let not then the rebellious exalt themfelves. 

8 Blefs our God, ye people ! 
and publifh aloud his praife ! 

9 It is he who preferveth our lives, 

and pemiitteth not our feet to ftagger. 

10 Thou haft indeed tried us, O God ! 
and fmelted us, as filver is fmelted ; 

11 into a fnare thou broughteft us, * 
and laideft a heavy load on our loins ! 

IZ Thou madeft men to ride over our heads : 
and we have gone through fire and water ! 
yet at lajl thou haft brought us to a banquet. 

13 I will enter thine houfe with facrifices ; 

14 I will acquit myfelf of my vows, 
which, with open lips, my mouth uttered, 
when I was in my diftrefs. 

15 Fat holocaufts I will offer to thee with incenfe : 
rams, beeves, and bucks I will facrifice. 

i5 Come, liften, all ye who revere God : 
while I relate what he hath done for me. 

17 If, when with my mouth I invoked him, 
and exalted him with my tongue, 

18 in mine heart I had feen iniquity, 
Jehovah would never have heard me 2 

19 But, truly, God hath heard, 
hath attended to my fupplication. 

%o Bleffed be God, who rejefted not my prayer j 
nor withdrew from me his benevolence. 

notes. 

Ver. 6. For ibh, lei us rejoice in bim. The common verfion is. 
There did we rejoice in bim : a meaning fo obvioufl/ improper^ that 
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fome critics have confidered the text as corrupted $ and that we 
fhould read ** There they rejoiced in him." — Without ahering the 
text, I think that it admits the fenfe I have given it ; which entirely 
folves the difficulty. ^Vcr. 14., with incenfe* Our tranflaiors, following 
the Maforetic accentuation, joined thefe words with the follow- 
ing, and rendey " with the incenfe of rams :'* but it is now pretty 
generally allowed^ that the Maforetic accentuation is wrong \ and that 
incenfe belongs to the firft comma. See C. R. 

;PSALM LXVII.— aU LXVI. 

This fsalm is hy Venema^ and some others ^ referred to tie. time 
of Hezekiab. I see not Rvhy it may not have heen composed by 
David', fofsihly on the same occasion with the former. 

JPOB, THE FIRST MUSICIAN} ON THE NEGI- I 
NOTH : A PSALM-SONO. 

'-, BE gracious to US, O God ! andblefsus; z 

and caufe thy countenance to fhine upon ns : 
that thy conduft may be known through the land ; 3 
thy faving power among all the people. 
Let the people praife thee, O Gop I 4 

let them all praife thee together : 

let the people be joyfiil and rejoice, 5 

fince thou haft done them juftice ; 
and haft given repofe to the land. 
Let the people praife thee, O Gop ! 6 

let the^fi all praife thee together ; 

fince the land yieldeth its increafe j j 

and God, our God, hath bleffed us. 

May God continue to blefs us : • 8 

and may all the inhabitants of the land^ 
.to its furtheft limits, revere him. 
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PSALM LXVIII.— al, LXVII. 

This very beautiful fsalm has been the crofs of Biblical critics^ 
since the commencement of Biblical criticism unto the present day : 
nor must I presume to flatter myself that I have surmounted all the 
strange dijfficulties that here occur. I have, however^ endeavoured 
to make my version at least intelligible^ with as little vexation 
of the original text as pofsihle. As to the time and occasion of 
the composition of this sublime piece of poetry , the bulk of inter- 
preters refer it to the translation of the ark from the home of Obed* 
edom to mount Zion : but, I coTifefs^ I cannot acquiesce in this 
opinion. I think it must have been composed after Davids signal 
and repeated viffories over the combined forces of the Edomites, 
Ammonites and Syrians, vuhen the ark was brought back in 
triumph to Jerusalem. That the ark accompanied the army in 
those wars we learn from the words of Uriah to David, 2 Sam, 
II. II. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM-SONG 
OF DAVID. 

2, LET but God arife— <lifperfed are his enemies ! 

and they, who hate him, flee before his face ! 

3 Like a drift of fmoke, they are driven away I 
like as wax melteth before the fire ; 

fo perifli the wicked before the face of God 1 

4 while the righteous rejoice in his prefence, 
and are tranfported with excefs of joy ! 

5 Sing to God — fing pfalms to his name : 
extol him^ who rideth on the (kies^ 

by his name, Jehovah ! 
and be joyful in his prefence. 

6 The father of orphans— and the fighter of 

widows- 
is God in his holy habitation. 
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His darlings he houfeth at home ; 7 

and the bound he releafeth from bonds ; 
but rebels (hall inhabit a barren foil. 

O God ! when thouy formerly ^ precededft thy people : 8 
when thou marchedft through thewildemefs : 
the earth quaked — the heavens were diflblved — 9 

(Diflblved were the clouds into water ! 
the mountains melted at the prefence of God) 
Sinai, itfelf, at the prefence of the God of Ifrael ! 
A copious rain, O God ! thou fenteft, 10 

to refrefh thine exhaufted inheritance : 
Among them dwelt thy vivifying prefence ! 1 1 

for the needy thy bounty provided ! 

Jehovah hath now given glad tidings, 12 

concerning a numerous hoft. 

The kings of thofe hofts have fled — have fled— 13 

and the families at home, (hall fliare in the fpoils. 
What though ye were placed between bojlile ranks—* 14 
between the wings of a dove bedeckt with filver, 
and whofe pinions were fl:reaked with gold ? 
When the omnipotent difperfed the kings, 35 

fnow covered the idol with confiifion ! 

Ye lofty hills, ye hills of Baflian ! 16 

Ye fwelling hills, ye hills of Baflian ! 
Why are ye jealous, ye fwelling hills, 17 

of the Hill where God is pleafed to refide— 
where Jehovah will refide for ever? 

The chariots of God are numerous : 18 

thoufands — armed with hooks ! 

With tbefe, God, thou mounted aloft : 19 

a train of captives thou leadeft back : 
prefents of men thou receivefl:, 
the rebels, even, as a deodand ! 
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2,0 Blefled be Jehovah, daily, daily : 

the GrOD to whom we owe our prefervation : 
0,1 the God who to us has been a Saviour ! 

For to Jehovah, our own Cjod, 

we owe our efcapes from death. 
a2 But the heads of his enemies God hath fmitten, 

the hairy crowns of thpfe who perfift in guilt. 

23 " I will bring tbem back, faid Jehovah, from 

Bafhan, 
*^ and from the hollow fhores of thefea i 

24 " That thou mayeft dip thy feet in the blood of thy 

^^ foes ; 
" and thy dogs even may lick up their (hare.** 

25 Behold the proceffions of God ! 

the proceffions of God, my king, in his fanftuary, 

26 The fingers precede — the minftrels follow, 
'midft damfels playing on timbrels. 

27 In bands theyblefs God! 

the offspring of Ifrael blefs Jehovah ! 

28 Here Benjamin, though youngeft, is their leader : 
the chiefs of Judah their ftrength : 

the chiefs of Zebulon — the chiefs of Nephthali. 

29 Exert, O God ! thy might : 

confirm, O God, what thou hafl: done for us, 
from thine own heavenly palace. 

30 May kings bring thee prefents to Jerufalem 1 

3 1 Check the wild beads of the reeds : 

the affemblage of the potent lords of nations, 
who tread on tiles of filver. 

32 Difperfe thofe peoples who delight in war. 
Let ambaffadors come from Egypt : 

Let Chufli haften to give its hand to God. 

33 Kingdoms of the earth, fing fongs to God ; 

13 
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fing pfalms to Jehovah ; 

who rideth on the higheft heavens, 34 

from all antiquity : 

Lo ! how loudly he tbundereth with his voice ! 

Give glory to the God who is over Ifrael : 35 

whofe majefty and might appear in the fkies. 

Tremendous is God, from his fanftuaries — ^6 

the God of Ifrael ! 

It is he who giveth flrength and might to a people : 

Blefled be God ! 

NOTES. 

In my tranflation of this pfalm I diflfer fo often and fo widely from 
all interpreters, that my readers will be apt to wonder at the difference : 
but I can affure them, that no alteration -has been raflily made j and 
that the text has been lefs difturbed by me than by almoft any modem 
critic. It will not be expe6ted that I fhould here detail the reafons on 
which my verfion is grounded. This muft be referved for my Criti- 
cal Remarks. I only fubjoin a few Notes to illuftrate the beauties of 
the compofition, and make fome paffages more intelligible, by hiftorical 
* applications. 

Ver. 2. Let but God arife, &c. The words are borrowed from Num- 
bers 10. 35. with fome little variation of tenfe. — Ver. 8, 9. are copied 
from the fong of Debora, Jud. 4. 14. from which what is within 
brackets is fupplicd ; as it may have been dropt out of the pfalm.— 
Ver. 12. Jebo^ab batb now, &c. The poet paffes rapidly from former 
times to his own days, and the occafion of compoling his pfalm; 
namely, the difcomfiture and flight of the combined kings of Syria, 
Ammon, Moab, and Edom : for with all thefe David had been en- 
gaged in this war. — Ver. 14, 15. The late Mr. L'Advocat was, I be- 
lieve, the firft who feized the true nveaning of this much tormented 
paflage. He fuppofes, that the poet alludes to the banner of the 
Affyrians, which was a dove, facred to Aftarte, or Venus ; a bird fo 
facred among that people, that it was unlawful to kill or eat it. It 
may have alfo been the banner of the other neighbouring nations : 
for the worihip of Venus was very general in the Eaft. By thp 
Philiftines, a white or fiher coloured pigeoo was held in the 
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higheft veneration. This being prefuppofed, the way becomes clear> 
and we fee the propriety of the allufion. ♦The Ifraelites had, in this 
war, been expofed to coniiderable dangers. At one time they had a 
powerful army both in their front and in their rear. 2 Sam. 10. 9, 
And to this very perilous fkuation the pfalmift* I think, alludes in ver. 
14. IFhat though ye were placed^ &c. The fudden tranfition from the 
ranks to the banners is poetical indeed, but not unnatural. ^ The 
Latin poet Lucan in like manner identifies the hofts of Fompey 
and Caefar with their ftandards, the Roman eagles ; pares aquilas. 
All this gives a high degree of probability to the hypothefis of L'Advo- 
cat, adopted (ince by De la Molette. But fhould this hypothefis be 
ill-founded, the allufion itfelf might (land. The rich and fplendid 
armour of the Syrians, and the gorgeous apparel of their chieftains, 
might well be compared to the wings of a dove : and perhaps both 
ideas occurred at the fame time to the mind of the poet. However 
this be, it is clear, I think, that the allufioiwis made not to the Ifrael- 
ites, as interpreters generally fuppofe, but to the enemies of Ifrael. 
This i$ confirmed by the next ver. when the omnipotent dijperfedtbe 
kings, &c. Only the laft comma has, in my opinion, been totally 
mifunderftood. In order to make any tolerable fenfe of it, I have been 
obliged, not to alter the letters of the text, but only to divide them, 
in one place, differently. By withdrawing a letter from the beginning 
of one word, and joining it to the word that precedes, I form the 
following verfion : Snow (or xdXhtx fleet) covered the idol with confu^ 
Jion* It is very probable that a fudden tempefluous fall of fnow ac- 
companied the defeat of the afibciate kings, and defiled and affronted 
their fplendid pigeon-palladium. To cover the image with confufion^ 
was to difgrace the divinity which it reprefented. Thus Virgil makes 
Ulyffes and Diomede infult ?allas herftlf, by infulting her effigy.— 
For the reft, I muft warti the reader, that the word which I render 
idolf or image, more properly ^erhsps Jimilitude, is commonly tranflated 
TJalmon, and fuppofed to be a hill in the neighbourhood of Schechem ; 
which, what it has to do here, I cannot poffibly conceive. Such is the 
refult of my long labour on this difficult paffage : they who are not 
pleafed with my tranflation may "lie among the pots" as jong 
as they choofe. — ^Ver. 16. This is a moft beautiful tranfition. The 
fuperior height of the hills of Baflian, and their fwelling ridges, com- 
pared with the lowly mount Zion, is a fine emblem of the towering 
arrogance of the Syrian kings j who, jealoufof the rifing grandeur 

14 
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of the kingdom of Ifrael, confpirc its rum. — Ver. i8. 'tbe cbarhis of 
God are numerous f &c. The intelligent reader will eafily perceive that 
all this is tropological. God is reprefented riding on his exalted car, at- 
tended by legions of angels, mounted alfo on cars. Comp. Deut. 31.3. 
and z K. 6. 16.— Ver, 19. Prefents of men tbou receiveft, i. e. flaves 
of thofe who had rebelled againft David's government. — lb. as a deo- 
dand,, lit, to be the loe^ers of God, The letters of the text arc ill di- 
vided : but there is no other corruption in it, as Houbigant and others 
too ralhly fuppofe.— Ver. 23. This verfe has alfo been generally roif- 
underftood. Yet the meaning to me appears evident. God is made 
to bring again and again to the charge the Syrians from Bafhan, 
and the Edomites from the fhores of the red fea, on purpofe that 
David may glut his vengeance on them, in the manner here defcribed. 
—Ver. a 8. Benjamin^ though they ounger^ is their leader. The lead, in 
this proceffion, feems to have been given to the Benjaminites for two 
reafons. Firft, the city of Jerufalem, where the proceffion was to 
clofe, belonged to them : Secondly, becaufe David wtfhed tofoothe and 
attach to him this warlike tribe ; which, accordingly, adhered to his 
pofterity, after the reparation of the other tribes. — lb. 7'he chiefs of 
Judab their Jlrengibf lit. \S\6x flone-heap. The Judahites were placed 
in the centre, as the great bulwark of the hoft. They were followed 
by the Zebulonites and Nephthalites ; who were probably all thofe of 
the cisjordan tribes who had accompanied David in this expedition. 
No mention is made of the transjordan tribes : either becaufe they had, 
as ufual, been inactive on this occafion, or becaufe it was not deemed 
expedient to bring them fo far from home.— Ver. 3 1. Check the ivild 
beajis of the reeds : i. e, as I conjecture, the kings of Syria, whofe pof- 
feffions on the Euphrates were a reedy country. It may alfo allude 
to the Ammonites, whofe capital, Raba, is in 2 Sam. 12. 27. called the 
town of waters. Nay, the capital of Moab, Ar, was alfo furrounded 
with water : fo that the kings of all thofe cities might be called the wild 
heap of the reeds: which ufually grow on the brinks of rivers ; ai\d 
which certainly abounded about the Euphrates. — In the fecond line of 
this verfe I have rilked a conje6lural reading} but it is only the rejec- 
tion of a fingle letter : b^ which an appofite fenfe is produced, entirely 
agreeable to the context. Let who will prefer the common verfion : 
« The multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people" — if fo be 
that they can und«rlland it.— lb. Who tread on tiles offtlver. Every 
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one knows what cxpenfivc luxury prevailed in the palaces of the 
oriental kings. The very floors were paved with filver: and to this 
the poet here alludes. Vcr. 32. Let ambajfadors come from Egypt, &c. 
The Hebrew word fignifies fomewhat more than ambajfadors : it de- 
notes allies, or partifans, if this latter term can bear fo favourable an 
acceptation. Egypt and Chujb^ that is Mthiopia, had long been at peace 
with Ifrael : and in the next reign they were more ftrongly linked by 
Solomon's marrying an Egyptian princefs. On the other hand, Egypt 
and Syria were two formidable rivals ; and the latter being more con* 
tiguous to Ifrael was its mod dangerous enemy. David therefore 
wiflies for the friendihip of Egypt and Ethiopia, as a counterbalance 
to his more natural foes. Thefe notes have been longer than I intend- 
ed : but they feemed in fome degree necelfary, I Ihall not have often 
occafion to be fo prolix. 

PSALM LXIX.— al. LXVIIL 

Alibough the title gives this psalm to David, there are pafsagei 
in it which strongly militate against it ; and it is highly probable 
that it is the composition of a bard at Babylon, bewailing his peo* 
pies calamities in his own name ; and at the same time promising 
himself and them relief. Even those critics j who think that the 
psalm might originally have been composed by David^ allow that 
the last four verses must have been added after the captivity. 
But vuhy not give the whole to the same person ? — Becaufe Luke 
and John have accommodated some parth of this psalm to Christ, it 
has been called a prophetic psalm. I see no prophecy in it ; but 
much in it incompatible with th4meekf all-suffering, sweet spirit of 
Jesus. 

I FOR THE FIRST MUSICJANJ ON THE HEXA< 
chord: a psalm of DAVID, 

% SAVE me, O God ! for waters fuffocate me. 

3 I fink in deep, unftable mire. 

I have got into the deepeft of waters : 
a flood hath overwhelmed me. 

4 I am wearied with crying — ^parched is ray throat — 
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wafted are mine eyes, while I wait for God. 

More numerous than the hairs of my head 5 

are they who hate me, without a caufe ! 
powerful are my deceitful enemies, 
who wifli to deftroy me ! 
What I never raviflied, I repay ! 

O God ! thou knoweft what has been my folly, 6 
and from thee my faults are not hidden. 
But let not, I pray, be put to (liame 7 

they who look up to thee, Jehovah God ofhofts ! 
Let not, I pray, be expofed to ignominy 
they who are attached to thee, O GaOD of Ifrael I 
For on thy accQunt I fufFer reproach ; 8 

and, on tby account^ am loaded with ignominy ! 
am become a ftranger to mine own brethren ! 9 

an alien to mine own mother's fons ! 
Becaufe zeal for thy houfe devoureth me, 10 

the reproaches of thy reproachers redound on me. 
When I weep and faft, it is made a matter of 

reproach : 1 1 

when I clothe myfelf in fackcloth, I become their 

by- word. 1% 

They who fij at the gate calumniate me ; 13 

and drunkards make me the burthen of their fong. 

But I to thee, Jehovah ! addrefs my prayer ; 14 
in thine own feafonable time, O God ! 
according to thine infinite goodnefs^ 
hear — and affure my prefervation. 

Free me from the mire, that I may not fink : 15 

may I be refciied from thofe who hate me, 
and retrieved from the watery deep. 
Let not the flood of waters overwhelm me : 16 

nor the whirl-pool fwallow me up ; 
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nor the pit (hut upon me its mouth. 

17 Hear me, Jehovah ! fince great is thy bounty : 
according to thine infinite kindnefs, 

favour me with thy regard. 

18 Hide not thy face from thy fervant ; 
haften to help me in my diftrefs. 

19 Be prefent to fave and redeem my life : 
redeem me, becaufe of mine enemies. 

7,0 Thou knoweft what reproach I have borne, 

what fhameful, ignominious treatment ! 

mine adverfaries are all in thy view, 
a I Reproach hath broken and debilitated mine heart 1 

I looked for condolers — but, no ! 

for comforters— but I found them not. 
22, With my food they mingled hemlock : 

and, in my thirft, made me drink mufty wine. 

23 May their own table, in return, be a trap 3 
and, by way of retribution, a fnare ! 

24 May their eyes be fo dim, that they may not fee : 
and their loins fo weak, that they may always 

dagger. 

25 Upon them pour out thine indignation ; 
and let thy wrathful ire lay hold on them. 

0,6 May their caftles be defolate ; 

and their tents without inhabitants ! 
zy Since they perfecute thofe whom thou hadft fmitten, 

and aggravate the grief of thofe whom thou hadft 
wounded, 

28 to their guiltinefs, add guiltinefs ; 

and by thee let them never be juftified. 

29 Let them be effaced from the regifter of life ; 

and let their names be not written among the juft. 

30 But me— although humbled and afHi£ted-— 
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thy faving power, O God ! can exalt. 

I will celebrate God's name, with a canticle : 31 

I will magnify him with thankful praife : 

which, to Jehovah, will be more grateful, 32 

than a full-horned and full-hoofed fleer. 

The afflifted (hall fee and rejoice ! 33 

and their hearts, who feek God, (hall be revived. 
For Jehovah liftcneth to the deftitute j 34 

and defpifeth not the bound for his fake. 

The heavens and the earth fliall praife him, 35 

the feas, and all that in them move : 
when God ihall have reftored Zion, 36 

and rebuilded the cities of Judah : 
which the feed of his fervants fliall inherit 5 37 

and where thofe who love him fliall dwell. 

NOTES. 

This pfalm is throughout highly poetical, and quite in the ftyle of 

oriental poefy. The calamities of the Jews, during their captivity, 

are reprefented in every image of diftrefs, in the ftrongeft metaphorical 

terms. — ^\''er. 6. He owns that himfelf and his people had been guilty, 

and deferving chaftifement : but he deprecates the infulting treatment 

which they met with from their enemies, who reproached them for 

their attachment to their God, and even laughed at their marks of 

repentance. Their zeal for the houfe of God, that is, their eager 

wifli to fee the Temple reftored 5 their weeping and fafting, and other 

felf-denials, were turned into ridicule. They were a fubjeft of fcorn 

and derifion to all the idle people, who met at the gates of cities, and 

the by-word of every revelling club. This I take to be the meaning 

of all this part of the pfalm. — Ver. 21, Mufy wine. Not vinegar i 

which was confidered as arefre&ing and falubrious beverage.— Ver. 23. 

May their own tables &c. i. e. May their own food become as difguft- 

ing and noxious, as that which they force on us ! — ^Ver.aS. To their 

guiltinefs add guiltlnefs. Some render " To their punifliment add 

punifliment :" but I believe the other is.thctrue meaning. Let their 

guilt become fo enormous^ that there may be no room for pardon* 
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Such imprecations were familiar to the Hebrew poets : how far they 
are fuitable to a Chriftian congregation, let thofe who are concerned 
examine. 

PSALMS LXX. and LXXL— al. LXIX. and LXX. 

/ Join these two palms together ^ hecause I am convinced they 
made, originally, hut one: as they still do in i6 MSS, and in 
some of the oldest and most approved printed editions. See C, R. 
— The first 5 verses (that is^ the complete joth psalm according to 
the present division) are copied from the conclusion of psalm 40. 
ivith some little variety of reading. The division of verses I have 
retained separately, as in the common editions. Psalm 7 1 has no 
title; another presumption, that it helongs to psalm 705 the title of 
which is 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 

I BE pleafed, O God ! to refcue me : 

Jehovah ! come fpeedily to miije aid ! 

% May thofe be confounded, and covered with fliame, 
who feek to take away my life. 

3 Backward may they fpeed and be confounded, 
who wifli evil to me. 

May tjaey be turned back with fudden ihame, 
who fay of me : " Ahah ! ahah !" 

4 Butf let all thofe, who feek thee, 
be joyful and rejoice in thee. 

Let thofe who delight in being faved by thee, 
fay : *^ Be God for ever magnified/* 

5 When I am afflifted, and deftitute. 
May God haften to mine aid. 

Thou art my helper, and deliverer ! 
Jehovah ! make no delay. 
I In thee, Jehovah ! I put my truft: 
let me never be confounded : 
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deliver and refcue me for thy juftice fake : 2 

incline to me thine ear ; and fave me. 

Be thou my continual flrong refort. 3 

Thou art engaged to preferve me, 

fince my rock and fortrefs thou art. 

Save me, my God, from the hand of the wicked 5 4 

from the hand of the unjuft and cruel ; 

fince thou art my hope, Jehovah, my God! 5 

my truft from my earlieft youth. 

On thee I have depended from the womb : 6 

from my mother's bowels my fupport thou haft been : 

thou (halt, therefore^ be ever the fubject of my praife. 

To the many I am like a wonder : 7 

but thou art my firm hope. 

My mouth (hall be full of thy praife ; 8 

thy glory (hall be my daily tKeme, 
Rejeft me not in mine old age : 9 

forfake me not when my flrength is gone. 
For mine enemies deliberate againft me 5 10 

and they who watch for my life confult together ! 
** God (fay they) hath forfaken him : 11 

'^ purfue and feize him, while there is no deliverer," 

O God ! be not far from me; j% 

my God, haften to mine aid : 

May the enemies of my life be confounded; 13 

be they covered with ignominy and (hame, 
who infidioufly feek mine hurt. 

For in thee I will continually hope ; 14 

and more and mor^ add to thy praife. 
My mouth fliall tehearfe thy juftice ; i < 

thy faving mercies, all the day long : 
although 1 know not how to reckon them. 
I will dwell on thy mighty deeds, Jehovah ! 16 
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I will celebrate thy Angular juftice. 

17 Thou, O God ! haft inftru£led me from my e'arlieft 

youth, 
and, thenceforth, I have declared thy wondrous 
deeds : 

18 And now, when I am old and gray-headed, 
O God ! forfake me not — 

mitil I announce thine arm to another generation ; 
thy mighty power to all pofterity. 

19 For fuperlative, O God ! is thy juftice : 

Who, like thee, O God ! doth fuch wonderful 
things ? 

20 Great and grievous troubles thou haft made mc 

experience j 
thou haft indeed made me experience : 
but thou wilt revive and bring me back, 
from the depths of the earth. 
%i My dignity thou wilt yet augment, 
and wilt comfort me on every fide : 
2% Then thee, and thy truth, I will praife on the 
pfaTtery : 
on the harp I will fing to thee, my God ! 
O Thou, the holy one of Ifrael ! 
23 My lips fhall fing aloud, when to thee I fing ; 
and my foul, by thee redeemed,^^// rejoice : 
3,4. All day long my tongue fhall talk of thy juftice; • 
when they who feek mine hurt fhall be afliamed 
and confounded. 

notes. 

The variations in pfalm 70. from pfalm 40. the reader may fee by 
comparing them : and the notes on the latter are applicable to the 
larmcr.— Pf. 71. ver. 3. Tboti art engaged to frefirve me. Lit. nou 
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haft ordained toprefewe me. Some render Tbou baft promifed^ &c.— 
Ver. 7 . 7(? the many I am like a wonder* The Hebrew word, tranflated 
vjondery would, perhaps, be better cxpreflcd by portent. It denotes any- 
thing uncommon and wonderful, and admits a double meaning. Some 
interpreters are of opinion that it is here taken in tlie moft favourable 
fenfe, and that the pfalmift reprefents himfelf as confidered by the many 
2iZ 2. prodigy of God's goodnefi. But the whole tenor of the pfalm is 
againft this meaning: which is not badly cxpreflcd by Green, " I am 
become a gazing-ftock to the multitude." I have however kept to a 
more general term, and rendered wonder, '^Ytr, i x. Pur/ue and feize 
him. This was the precife council given by Ahitophei to Abfalom. 
See a Sam. 17. i. 

PSALM LXXII.— al. LXXI. 

This psalm, or prayer^ is supposed to have been made hy David 
in the last stage tf bis Vtfe^ in favour of Solomon^ newly anointed 
king: and^ if the concluding verse be genuine^ we cannot admit 
any other hypothesis. But as this may be an arbitrary note of the 
redactor of the psalms into their present form and order, Solomon 
himself may have been, and probably was, the author of this- very 
beautiful composition* The title may be rendered either 

FOR SOLOMON; Of, BY SOLOMON. 1 

TO the king, O God ! give thy judgments : 
and to the fon of a king thine equity : 
that with juftice he may judge thy people, % 

and' tfaiiie oppreffed with righteoufnefs. 
That to them the mountains may announce peace j 3 
and the hills reecho juftice. 

That he may right thofe who are oppreffed ; 4 

relieve thofe who are deftitute ; 
but crufli in pieces the oppreffor. 

Then fliall he endure with the fun, 5 
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and with the moon from generation to generation. 

6 He fliall be like rain defcending on the (horn mead, 
and like copious dews that moiften the ground. 

7 In his days fhall flourifh juftice, 

and profperity, till the moon be no more. 

8 He fhall have dominion from fea to fea, * 
and from the river to the limits of the land. 

9 Barbarians fhall bow down before him, 
and his enemies fhall lick the dufl. ,• 

ID The kings of Tharfhifli and the iflies fhall bring 
prefents; 
the kings of Sheba and Seba fhall offer gifts; 
II all the kings around fhall pay him homage, 

and all the nations be fubfervient to him 1 
1% But the deftitute^ who claim his aid, he fhall 

relieve; 
and the afflifted, who have none to help them. 

13 The weak and the needy he fhall fpare, 
and preferve the lives of the deftitute: 

14 From guile and extortion he fhall protefl them, 
and their blood fhall be precious in his fight. , 

15 He fhall preferve them, and fhare with them the 

gold of Sheba : 

fo fhall they continually refound his praife, 

and load him with daily benedidions. 
\6 There fhall be plenty of grain on the ground \ 

its crops fhall ruftle, even on the tops of mountains, 

like thofe that groiv on mount Lebanon 5 

and fhall fpring from a flerile foil, ,, 

like the grafs of tKe fertile meadow ! 
17 His fame fhall be perpetual ! 

it fhall laft, while the fun fhall be fcen ! 

He fhall be a general theme of benediftion, 

and all the nations fhall felicitate him. 
K 
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Bleffed be Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, 18 

who alone doth wonderful deeds : 

be his glorious name for ever blefled ; 19 

and may his glory fill the whole earth« 
Amen — and Amen ! 
[Here end the hymns of David, the fon of Ifliai.] ao 

NOTES. 

Ver. I. TTjy judgments, i. c. Wifdom and prudence to decide caufes, 
with a juftice fimilar to thine. See the excellent prayer of Solomon, 
I Kings, 3. 6 — 9. — Ver. 3. That the mountains may announce peace i 
i. e. public felicity. It was, and fli|l is, common in the Eaft to an- 
nounce good or bad news from the tops of mountain* and other emi- 
nences. By this mean, a£ls of juftice were fpeedily communicated to 
the remoteft parts of the country. Thus, when Solomon decided the 
controverfy between the two harlots, the decifion was quickly known 
over all the land : See i K. 3. 28. — ^Ver. 5. Then Jball be endure with 
the fun, &c. I follow without hefitation the reading of Sep. Vulg. 
Arab. The prefent text has : " And they (hall revere thee," &c. : 
a mod incongruous meaning, in my eftimation. For the reft, the 
pfalmift means not that Solomon himfelf is to endure as long as the 
fun and moon : but in his poftcrity. Befides, the expreilion is no 
more hyperboHcal than " O king ! live for ever!" — Ver. 8. He /ball 
have dominion from fea tofea^ &c. This points out the extenfive limits 
of Judaea in the time of Solomon. The two feas are the Mediterranean 
and the Red fea. The river is the Euphrates, and the limits of the 
land are the boundaries of Egypt. See i K. 4. 21, 22. — Ver. 15. He 
Jball preferve tbem^ &c. This verfe is commonly rendered, as in our 
public verfion : " And he (hall live, and to him ihall be given of the 
"gold of Sheba :" as if the words were applicable to Solomon, not to 
tbe deftitute, I am fully perfuaded, with Lewis De Dieu, that the 
latter is the antecedent ; and that the pfalmift means to fay^ that Solo- 
mon will keep fuch alive, by imparting a fliare of his own money, 
which he is to receive from Sheba, &c. In fa£t, there was no poverty 
nor diftrefs in Ifrael, during the reign of Solomon i filver and gold 
were (in the exaggerative ftyle of the Eaft) as plenty at Jerufalem 
asftones. See 2 Chron, i, 35, — Ver. 16. Its crops /bull rufiUy €^f. 
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This is highly poetical. The very fummits of the mountains, and 
mod naked fpots, fliall nod like Lebanon with full crops of corn. 
The hills of Judaea were in fertility inferior to thofe of Syria, efpccially 
the Lebanon and Antilebanon.— Ver. 20. This is no part of the pfalm ; 
and is wanting in Syr. Arab, and 7 mss. 

LXXIII.— al. LXXIL 

This, in the ordinary division, is the first psalm of look third. 
The suhjea is similar to that of psalms 37, 39, and 49.' The title, 
probably a false one, is 

A PSAXM OP ASAPH. 

I TRULY God is good to Ifrael— 

to thofe who are pure of heart ! 
2, Yet I had well nigh ftaggered : 

my fteps were almoft tottering : 

3 when with jealoufy I viewed the profane, 
and faw the profperily of the wicked, 

4 For they had no mortal difeafes, 

and found and vigorous was their firength. 

5 The woes of other men they experienced not; 
nor, like other men, were they affliaed. 
Hence pride encollareth their necks, 

and a robe of violence inv^fteth them. 

7 From their midriff iffueth their iniquity 5 
the defigns of their hearts burft forth. 

8 They feoff and fpeak mifchievoufly ; 
calumnies they haughtily utter ! 

9 Againft the heavens they fet their mouths, 
and their tongues are let loofe on the earth. 

10 Yet with them lodgeth every dainty; 

aild with water in abundance they are fupplied. 

11 They fay : « What careth God for this ? 

'^ Is there any knowledge in the Moft High ?'' 
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Lo ! thcfe (/aid IJ are wicked men : la 

yet they always profper and increafe in wealth ! 

In vain, then, have I purified mine heart, 13 

and wafted mine hands in innocence : 

fince all day long I am afflifted ; 14 

and my chaftifements begin with the dawn. 

Should I fay : " Let me reafon like them :" 15 

lo ! then, I fhould deal perfidioufly 

with the generation of thy children ! 

Yet, when I ftudy to comprehend the matter, 16 

it appeareth too laborious a tafk : 

until I enter into the faqred views of God, 17 

and attend to their latter end. 

Surely thou fetteft them on flippery ground, 18 

to precipitate them into ruin. 

How fuddcnly they fall into defolation ; 19 

and by terrible judgments are confumed ! 

Like to a dream, after one awaketh, 20 

fo thou, Jehovah ! makeft contemptible 

their foolifh, imaginary greatnefs ! 

When mine heart is foured, and my reins rankled, 51 
I too am ftupid, and without underftanding: %% 

am, before thee, like the brute beafts. 
Yet 1 am ever under thy care ; 23^ 

by my right hand thou holdefl; me up : 
thou ftill confulteft my good, 24 

and wilt finally condu6l me to honour. 
Whom then, in the heavens, 25 

or whom on the earth, 
can I delight in fo much as in thee ? 

Although my body and foul be wafted, 26 

yet my foul's fupport, and my portion, 
muft ever be thou, O God 1 
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27 For, lo ! they, who depart from thee, perifli ! 

thou cutteft off all thofe who eftrange themfelves 
from thee. 
a8 Well is it for me, theriy to adhere to God : 

Tn thee, Jehovah ! I put my truft; 

that T fliall yet rehearfe all thy doings, 

f at the gates of the city of Zionl. 

NOTES. 

- Vcr. 6. 'Pride* encollareih their necks ; a metaphorical allufion to the 
rich collars or chains worn about the necks of great pcrfonagcs.— Ver. 7. 
From their midriff, more properly pericardium. But the antient Hebrews 
knew little of anatomy : and even the Greek and Latin authors fomc- 
times confounded the pericardium with the diaphragma. The mean- 
ing is, that the iniquity of thofe haughty men could not be confined by 
the envelope of the heart, but burft forch into open violence, as the 
next line expreflcs it. Of other very different verfions of this palTage, 
' I ihall only give here, that in our common tranilation, and that in our 
public liturgy. " Their eyes (land out with fatnefs : they have more 
"than heart couW wifh." — " Their eyes fwellwith fatnefs; and they 
" do even what they luft,"« — ^Ver, 9. Againft the heavens, &c. i. e. 
They blafpheme God, and fpeak ill of all mankind. — ^Ver. 10. 1 have, 
to make any thing like fenfe of my original, been obliged to make a 
fmall alteration in the text : for the j unification of which I muft refer 
to my Critical Remarks. — ^Ver. ^6. My body and foul, lit. mj Jlejb and 
heart: but in Heb. thefe terms are often fynonymous. — ^Ver. a 8. The 
laft line is only in Sep. Vulg. and Arab, but I am convinced that it 
made a part of the original text. The great hope of the author is, 
that he and his people fhall yet return to Zion, and there praife God, 
as formerly. The city gate was the common meeting-place of the 
people, where tidings were announced, contracts made, and jullice 
diftributed. 
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PSALM LXXIV.— al. LXXIIL 

This psaJm is also ascribed to Asaph : hut it could not he written 
before the Babylonish captivity: although some modern critics 
vuouJd refer it to the reigns of Aha% and Athalia, For my part^ 
J think it must have been comp$sed during the persecution of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes ; and the best commentary on it is the ist ch. of 
the 1st book of Macchabees. . The author may have been Matta- 
thias. The title however is, 

A DIDACTIC PSALM OP ASAFH. I 

WHY, O God ! haft thou abandoned us ? 
Shall thine ^nger fmoke for ever, 
againft the flock of thine own pafturage ? 

Remember the people, whom thou purchafedft : 2 
whom thou redeemedft in days of old ; 
the tribe of thine own inheritance : 
that Zion, where once thou dwelledft. 

Turn thy fteps toward thofe defolations : 3 . 

every thing in thy fan6luary the foe hath ruined ! 
Thine enemies roar in the midft of thy folemnities ! 4 
Their own fymbols they have fet up for figns ! 
They have appeared like one who invadeth a thorny 5 

thicket : 
For thus the whole carvings of thy temple 6 

with chifel and mallet, they have defaced ! 
To thy fanftuary itfelf they have fet fire ! 7 

TJiy tabernacle they have profaned to the ground ! 
In their hearts they faid : ^^ Let us utterly deftroy them ; 8 
*' let us abolifli all God's folemnities in the land !*' 

Our own f acred fymbols we no more fee : , p 

nor is there any prophet amongft, us ; 
any one who knoweth how long thisjball endure. 
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10 How long, O God ! fliall the enemy revile ? 
fhall the foe for ever blafpheme thy name ? 

11 Why haft thou withdrawn thine hand ? 
why refteth thy right hand in thy bofom ? 

i» Yet God was formerly our king, 
working falvation in the land ! 

13 By thy power thou dividedft the fea ! 

The fea-monfters' heads thou crufliedftin the waters; 

14 the heads of the crocodiles thou crufliedft, 
and gaveft them for food to the favages ! 

i^ Thou madeft fountains, and torrents burft forth ! 
Thou driedft up impetuous rivers ! 

16 Thine is the day — thine alfo is the night ! 
The light and the fun thou preparedft ! 

17 all the boundaries of the earth thou haft fixed ! 
The fummer and the winter thou haft fettled ! 

18 Remember, Jehovah ! the reproaches of the 

enemy; 
and how a foolifti people have blafphemed thy name. 

19 Deliver not thy turtle-dove to the bird of prey : 
forget not for ever thine oppreffed people. 

to Have regard to thine own covenant : 

for full of violence and rapine 

are the gloomy habitations of the land. 
%x Ah ! let not the humbled go away abaflied : 

may the poor and oppreffed have caufe to praife thy 
name. 
%% Arife, O God ! plead thine own caufe : 

reipember the daily reproaches of foolifli men I 
%i forget not the clamour of thine enemies ; 

the ever increafing infolence of thine adverfaries. 
K4 
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NOTES. 

Ver. I, Shall thine anger /moke for ever. He faith not burnf to mol- 
lify the cxpreflion. One's anger may be faid xofmokewhcn it is not yet 
quite c$tinguifhed ; and may again burft forth into fire. In a fimilar 
fenfe is to be taken Matt. 12. 20. quoted from Ifaiah, " The^^/fmok- 
ing flax he will not extinguifh/* — Ver. 4. Thine enemies roar in tbe 
tnidfi of thy folemniiies* Inftead of canticles of praife, or other a6t$ of 
devotion, nothing i* now heard but profane vociferation. The word, 
which, with almoft all the antients, I render here, and again in ver. 8. 
folemnitiesj is by others rendered //<3f/?j of worfbip^fynagogueiy congre- 
gations : meanings, which the Hebrew term can hardly bear. But fee 
C. R. — lb. Their oivn fymbols ikey. have fet for Jigns. Profane repre- 
fentations, no doubt, agreeable" to their own worihip. See i Mac. 1.47, 
— \tt* 5. Although I have given a tranflation of this vcrfe the beft I 
could, 1 have fomc doubt of its being the true one. Tlje antients vary 
ftrangely, and the moderns differ not lefs. Our common verfion : 
<• A man wa» famous, according as he had lifted up axes upon the 
" thick trees," is to me totally unintelligible. But fee C. R.— Ver. 8. 
Lei us abolijb, ^c* I have followed the reading of Sep. Syr. Vulg. 
Arab, who make this a continuation of the enemy's fpcech. The 
prefent Heb. with Aq. Sym. Thcod. and Jerom, put it in the mouth 
of the pfalmift: They have aholijbedy ©'f.— Ver. 1 1. Why refieth thy right 
band in thy bofom? This I take to be the undoubtful meaning of the 
original : nor is it neceifary to make any alteration in the text, unlefs 
perhaps a fingle letter. See C. R.— Ver. 14. And gave them for food 
to tbe favages* Not to the Ifraelites, as commentators generally fup- 
pofe 5 but cither to the wild inhabitants of the defert, or the wild beafts 
that roamed in it. For the reft, the flelh of crocodiles was eaten by the 
Egyptians, and, according to the teftimony of modern travellers, is no 
bad food. The pfalmift, however, is fuppofed here to fpeak matapho- 
rically of Pharaoh and his hoft, drowned in the Red fea ; whofe carcafes 
became a prey to the favages on its border. — Ver. 16. T^he light and tbe 
fun. Some of the antients have tbe moon and tbe fun • or, the fun and the 
moon. — ^Ver. 20, Have regard to thine own covenant. The words to thine 
ovm are not in the prefent text; but they were either found in it, or added 
to it, by the antient interpreters. Chald. has the covenant which thou 
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madefi ivitb our fathers. A letter was eafily dropped from the text ; 
and that letttr in Hebrew expreiTes the added words. — Vcr. 21. 
The fecond line of this verfe has been deemed hard to render. I think 

1 have given the true meaning. Comp. i Mac. i. 51— 53« 

PSALM LXXV.— al. LXXIV. 

]/ 1 mistake not much, this psalm was composed after Judas 
Macchahdtus had been victorious over all his enemies y and restored 
the worship of God at Jerusalem. See i Mace. 4. 36 — 39. The 
title isi 

r FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN : AL-TH ASHHITH; 

A PSALM-SONG OF ASAPH. 

2 WE thank thee, O God ! — we thank thee : 
we invoke thy name, and rehearfe thy wonders ! 

3 Since I found a fit occafion, 

I have exercifed afts of reftitude. 

4 The land, with its inhabitants, was fhaken : 
but its pillars I have reeftabliflied. 

5 To the profane vaunters I faid : '^ Vaunt not 

^^ yourfelves :" 
and to the wicked : ^' Lift not up your horn : 

6 " Lift not up your horn on high ; 
*^ nor fpeak with a ftifFened neck : 

7 ^' for neither from eaft, nor weft, nor fouth, 
*^ may any one exalt himfelf : 

8 ^^ but God is the proper judge ; 

^^ who humbleth one and exalteth another. 

9 ^^ For in the hand of God there is a cup 
" full of red and turbid wine : 

^^ This he fheddeth here, t and therel : 
^' but its laft dregs all the wicked of the earth (hall 
" drink !'* 
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But I (hall for ever exult, 10 

and fing praifes to the God of Jacob. 

All the horns of the wicked I will cut off: 11 

but the horns of the juft (hall be exalted. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 3. / bcpve exercifed oQs ofreSiiiude, i! e. I have exerted myfelf 
in €orre6ting abufes, and reforming the national corruptions. This 
langiiage is perfectly fuitable to Judas Macchabaeus : and indeed fo is 
the whole pfalm. — Ver. 5. Lift not upyovr born : i. e. boaft not of your 
fuperior ftrength. The metaphor is readily underftood. — Ver. 9. The 
addition ani/ ibergy is not in the prefent text: but it is exprelTed by 
Sep. Syr. Vulg. Arab, and I have no doubt of its having been in their 
Heb. copies. All more or lefs drink of it, but its dregs are referved 
for the wicked. 

PSALM LXXVL— al. LXXV. 

ThU psalm is hy some thought to have been composed on the same 
eccasion zuith psalm 46. to which indeed it hath some resemblance. 
But I think it more probable that it ivas only imitated from that 
psalm-, and would refer it to the same time and occasion with the 
preceding : namely, to the victorious days of Judas Macchabxus, 
Yet it is applicable to the defeat of the Syrians, in the reign ofUezi" 
kiab. The title is, 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN; ON NEGINOTH : I 
A PSALM-SONG OF ASAPH. 

GOD is acknowledged in Judah ! % 

great is bis name in Ifrael ! 

in Salem is his tabernacle, 3 

and his dwelling-place in Zion ! 

There he hath broken the wings of the bow, 4 

the Ihield, the fword, and the war ! 

Zion ! thou art more illuftrious and excellent ^ 
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than thofe high mountains of plunderers. 

6 The ftout-heartedyb^5 have been fpoil^d : 
they have flept out their fleep ! 

nor have any of thofe men of might 
found their might of aught avail ! 

7 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob ! 
benumbed were both chariot and horfe. 

8 * Thou, thou, God I art terrible: 

and who, in thy wrath, can refift thee ? 

9 Soon as from the heavens thy fentence is heard^ 
\ the earth trembleth — and is ilill : 

10 when God arifeth, to dojuftice; 
and to fave the oppreffed in the land, 

11 The fury of man thou quelled — 

the remnant of their rage thou reftraineft. 
1% Vow votive gifts, and pay them to Jehovah, your 
God : 
bring prefents to the Awflil-one, all ye who are about 
him. 
13 'Tis he who controlleth the fpirit of princes !— 
formidable to the kings of the earth ! 

NOTES. 

Ver. 3. In Salem, i. c. Jerufalem. — Ver. 4. The wings of the bow^ 
i, e. arrows* — ^Ver. 11. This vcrfe is thus rendered in our common 
verfion : ** Surely the wrath of man fliall praife thee : the remainder of 
" wrath thou (halt reftrain." Others varioufly. I follow the emenda- 
tion of Houbigant ; which confifts only of the tranfpofition of a letter ; 
and affords a mofl fuitable and congruous meaning- 
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PSALM LXXVIL— al. LXXVI. 

By whomsoever, or whensoever, this psalm was composed; it 
must have been composed in a time of calamity : probably during 
the BahyUnish captivity \ or at least after the dispersion of the ten 
tribes. Its title is, 

A DIDAOTfC PSALM OF ASAPJH. ' 1 

MY cry is to God — and loudly I cry: 2, 

to God is my cry, that he would Hften. 
In the day of my diftrefs I feek Jehovah : 3 

by night mine hand is unremittedly ftretched out to 

him. 
My foul refufeth every fort of comfort. 
I call God to mind, and am difquieted : 4 

When I refleft, my mind is overwhelmed ; 
Mine eyes are kept conftantly awake : '5 

I am fo confounded, that I cannot fpeak. 
I confider the days of old, the years of yore : 6 

I recollefik my former nofturnal fongs. 7 

With myfelf I reafon, and my mind thus queftioneth : 
*^ Will Jehovah reje£l us for ever? 8 

*' and will he no more be favourable ? 
*^ Is his benevolence utterly withdrawn ? 9 

^* Shall his promife fail, from generation to generation ? 
*' Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? 10 

^^ Hath he, in his ire, fhut up his compaffion ?" 

At length, I faid : " I penetrate it : 11 

** Tis a change of the right hand of the Moft-High ! 
*^ Buty let me call to mind the former works of 

^' Jehovah: j% 

'^ let me call to mind thy wonderful works of old :' 
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13 '^ on all thy works let me meditate j 
<^ and talk of thy deeds." 

14 Thy ways, O God ! are holy ! 
who fo great a God, as our God ? 

15 Thou art a God, working wonders ! 

among the nations thou manifeftedft thy power. 

16 With thine arm thou redeemedft thy people, 
the pofterity of Jacob and of Jofeph. 

17 The waters faw thee, O God ! 
the waters faw thee, and were afraid ! 
the depths themfelves were troubled. 

18 The clouds poured out water ! 
the fides emitted a found ! 
thine arrows flew abroad ! 

19 the voice of thy thunder was heard in the heavens ! 
thy lightnings flafhed on the globe ! 

the earth was moved, and quaked ! 
ao On the fea was thy way ; 

and on the deep waters thy path : 

yet thy footfteps were not perceptible. 
21 Thy people thou leddefl, like a flock, 

under the condu(9: of Mofes and Aaron. 

NOTES. 

There is little in this pfalm that needs illuftration.— Vcr. 11. has, 
I think, been generally mifunderftood. Our common verfion is, •' Aiid 
" I faid : This is my infirmity : 6ui I will remember the years of the 
** right handof the Moft High :" making up a fort of meaning by a long 
eke of Italics ; which after all is hardly fenfe. Nor are moft other 
vcrfions more fignificant. Profeflbr Paulus alone feems to have well 
vmderftood the text : which I have endeavoured to render as literally 
as poffible ; and without ft raining a fingle word. I have ufed the word 
penetrate f both becaufe it moft properly expreffes the original, and be- 
caufe it has been already adopted into our language, in the fame figni- 
fication.* To penetrate a thing is to comprehend it, Thc^ pfalmitt, after 
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a long lift of expoftulations and complaints, fuddenly refolvcs the caufe; 
namely, a change in the difpoiition of God, towafd a guilty people : bift 
confolcs himfelf with future hopes j and rehearfes the former mighty 
works of Jehovah in favour of his people. See C. R. 

PSALM LXXVIII. al. LXXVII. 

/ have little douht of ibis psalms being a continuation of ibt 
f receding one. It is a beautiful recapitulation of all that Jebovab 
bad done for tbe Ifraelites ; and oftbeir unaccountable ingratitude 
and frequent relapses. Its title is, 

A DIDACTIC PSALM OF ASAPH. I 

LISTEN, my people, to mine admonition : 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 
My mouth I will open with memorable inftruSions : z 
the documents of antiquity I will detail : 
fuch as we have heard, and fuch as we know j 3 

which our fathers have related to uS. 
Thefe we will not hide from their children : 4 

but rehearfe, to the following generation, 
the praifes and power of Jehovah ; 
and the wonderful deeds which he hath done. 

For"lie ordained a teftimony for Jaieob^ ^ ' t 

and eftablifhed a law for Ifrael : * ' 
which he gave in charge to our fathers' 
to make known to their children : 
that the following generation might know them ; 6 

the children to be born, and rife up : 
who fhould, again, relate them to their children : 
That in God they might place their truft, 7 

and never forget his doings : 
but ftriaiy obferve his commandments : 
and might not be, like their forefathers, 8 
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a froward and rebellious generation : 

a generation, whofe hearts were not upright ; 

nor their minds faithful to God. 

9 The children of Ephraim were like armed bow- 

men, 
whp turn their back in the day of combat ! 

10 They kept not the covenant of God, 
and refufed to walk by his law. 

11 They forgot his lingular works, 

and the wonders which he had fhown them : 
IZ the miracles which he had done among their fathers, 
in Egypt — in the region of Zoan. 

13 He divided the fea, to let them pafs through ; 
made the waters (land up like an heap ! 

14 By day he conduced them by a cloud, 
and all night by a lucid fire ! 

15 He rent the rocks in the wildernefs ; 

and gave them drink, as from a copious deep. 

16 From the rock he brought flowing ftreams, 
and made waters run down like rivers ! . 

17 Yet ftill they finned againft him, 

and irritated the Mofl: High, in the dcfert. 

18 They tempted him deliberately, 
by afking food for their appetites. 

19 Nay, they fpoke againfl: God, and faid: 

^* Can God fpread a table in the wildernefs ? 
ao ^^ Although, when he fl:ruck the rock, waters flowed, 

^^ and torrents impetuoufly ruflied forth : 

*^ Is he aMb able to give bread ? 

*^ can he provide flefli for- his people ?'* 
21 Jehovah heard this, and was wroth : 

fo a fire was kindled againfl: Ja«ob ; 
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and wrath was high againft Ifrael ! 

becaufe they believed not in God, a,z 

nor relied on his faving power. 

Yet, he had commanded the clouds from above, 23 
and the doors of the heavens he had opened ; 
and rained down on them manna for food. 24 

Celeftial corn he had given to them ! 
every one ate a delicious food ! 25 

provifion he had fent them to the full ! 

He nciv removed the ea ft- wind from the heavens, 2,6 
and brought a fouth-wind in its ^U force ; 
and rained down upon them flefh as duft, 27 

and feathered fowls, as the fand of the fea ! 
In the midft of their camp he made them light, 28 

all around their habitations ! 

So they ate, and glutted thcmfelves, 29 

for he brought them what they had longed for. 

Their longing was hardly fatisfied, 30 

and their meat was ftill in their mouths ; 
when the wrath of God falling upon them 31 

made a flaughter among their chiefs, 
and fmote down the feleft of Ifrael ! 

For all this, they ftill finned, 32 

and disbelieved his miracles. 

Therefore he confumed their days in difappointment, 33 
and their years in confternation ! 

-When he fmote them, then they fought him 3 34 

and were inftantly reconverted to God ! 
calling to mind that God was their rock ; 35 

and God the Moft High, their redeemer. 
But they only flattered him with their mouths, 36 

and with their tongues they .lied to him ; 
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37 for their hearts were not fincere with him, 
nor were they ftedfaft in his covenant. 

38 Yet, full of compaffion, he forgave their iniquity, 
and would not utterly deftroy them. 

Often he reftrained his indignation^ 
and roufed not all his anger : 

39 for he remembered, that they were but flefh ; 
a breath, that pafleth and returneth not. 

40 How often did they provoke him in the wildernefs! 
how often did they grieve him in the defert ! 

41 Again and again they provoked God, 
and irritated the Holy One of Ifrael. 

4^ They remembered not — how his powerful hand 
had erft delivered them from their enemies ! 

43 what miracles he had wrought in Egypt ! 
what prodigies in the region of Zoan ! 

44 How he had turned their canals into blood, 
and made their ftreams undrinkable ! 

45 had fent beetles, that ate them up, 
and frogs that infefted them !— * 

46 had given their fruits to the cricket, 
and their labours to the locuft !-— 

47 had with hail deftroyed their vines, 

and their fycamores with nipping frofts ! — 

48 had to the hail configned their cattle, 
and their flocks to the forky lightning ! — 

49 had poured on them his ire, his wrath and fury, 
through the medium of meflengers of evils !— 

50 How he levelled a way for his wrath, 
referving not even themfelves from death, 
but giving up their lives to the peftilence ! — 

5 1 How he had flain all the firft-bom of Egypt ; 
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the firftlings of their manhood, in the dwellings of Ham ! 

while his own people he led out like fheep, ^z 

and like a flock conduced them in the wildernefs ! 

So fafely he conduced them, that they feared nought : 53 

for the fea had overwhelmed their enemies. 

He brought them into his own hallowed lot, ^4 

that mountainous traft, by his right-hand acquired : 

which, having expelled the nations before them, ^5 

he afligned to them for an inheritance : 

and made the tribes of Ifrael inhabit their tents. 

Yet they provoked and irritated God, the Mod ^6 
High GoD^ 
and did not obferve his teflimonies ! 
Like their forefathers, they relapfed and prevaricated : 57 
they recoiled like a deceitful bow ! 
They provoked his wrath, by their hill-chapels, 58 

and excited his jealoufy by their idols ! 
which when God faw, he was wroth, tg 

and fo greatly abominated Ifrael, 

that he forfook the tabernacle at Shiloh, 60 

the tent of his abode among men. 

The enfign o/'his power he delivered into captivity^ 61 
and the fymbol of h:\sg\ory into the hand of his enemy. 
His own people he gave up to the fword, 6z 

and with his own heritage he was highly wroth. 
Their young men th^ fire of his wrath confumed, 6$ 

and their virgins chanted no marriage-fong. 
Their priefts fell by the fword, 54 

and their widows made no lamentation. 

But, at length, Jehovah waked, as from fleep ; 65 
like a, hero, exulting from wine, 
and fmote his foes in the hinder parts, 55 
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and covered them with everlafting difgrace. 

67 However, he difdained the tents of Jofeph, 

and would no more refide in the tribe of Ephraim 5 

68 but chofe,yor bis rejidencey the tribe of Judah, 
and his beloved mountain of Zion : 

69 where, like a palace, he reared his fanftuary, 
its foundation to be as durable as the earth ! 

70 And he felefted his fervant David, 
whom he took from the flieep- folds ! 

71 From tending the fuckling ewes, he brought him 
to feed his own ^&o^\e fprung from Jacob, 

his own inheritance, the Ifraelites. 
7 a He fed them with an upright heart, 

and with {kilful hands condufted them. 

NOTES. 

V6r. 24. Ctleflial corn* The manna which the Arabs ftill call mU' 
nejfama, i. e. celeftial manna ; becaufe they imagine it falls from the 
heavens like dew. See C. R. — Ver. 25. Emery one ate a delicious food. 
This is commonly rendered : ** Men ate the food of angels :" but the 
Heb. word never fignifies angels \ but the r/V-6, the great ^ the noble : 
attd the meaning of the pfalmift is, that the Ifraelites found in the manna 
a dainty delicate food, fuch as might fuit the palates of the great. 
Thus, in fome parts of this ifland the common people call flour-bread, 
gentle-bread y or gentleman* s-bread,-^YtT, 3 o. Their longing was hardly 
fatisfied. This is in our public verfion rendered : *♦ They were not 
cftranged from their luft." By Street : **Thcy were not feparated from 
this obje6l of their wiflves.'* By Green : *• Before they were averfc to 
what they had defired :" which comes nearly to the true meaning.^ 
Ver. 46. to the cricket. As this infe£l is not mentioned among the plaguej 
in Exodus, it muft be included under the term locuft, which indeed 
the cricket muchrefembles. Some critics take it to be the mole cricket ^ or 
gryllotcdpa.-^Vtr. 48. to the for ky lightning. BySymmachuf andjerom 
the word is rendered birds of prey ; a meaning which it fometimcs 
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has, and which is here preferred by fome modern tranflators : but as 
there is no mention of ravenous birds in £xodus ; and as the plague of 
bail is exprefsly faid to have been accompanied with lightning, this 
feems to determine the proper meaning of the word. — Ver. 49. 
throiigb the medium of mejfengers of evils. Our public vcrfion has : 
** by fending evil angels among tbem" Much better Purvcr: *« fending 
meffengers of bad things :** and Street, " by fending the niflillers of 
evil.'* The meflcngcrs here alluded to arc the plagues therafelves ; 
which are fuppofed to execute God*s vengeance on guilty man. See 
C. R. —Ver. 5 1 . ibe frJUings of their manbood : lit. Jhengtb, vigour. See 
Jacob's bcnedi6lion of Reuben, Gen. 49. 3. — Ver. 54. into bis own bal- 
loted loti i. e. the land of Chanaan. Some however would render, with 
our public verfion, "to the border of his fanftuary;" and think that the 
mountain after mentioned is mount Zion. But the word mountain often 
denotes in the Hebrew writings a mountainous country : and I have no 
doubt of its being here in that fignification. See C. R.— Ver. 61. The 

enfign of bis power. The ark, which was taken by tke Philiftines. 

Ver. 65. like a hero, exulting from wine. This oriental metaphor is 
repugnant to our ideas : but it could not be foftened without lofing its 
force. We would call fuch a hero pot-valiant, — Ver. 71. The fuckling 
ewes. The word fuckling is here the participle of the verb fuckle, 
A fuckling has unaccountably another meaning. Some rtn&tv pregnant 
ewes, — Ver. 72. and witb Jkilful bands conduced tbem. The old ver- 
fion, in the Liturgy, has wellcxprelTed the meaning : "and ruled them 
prudently with all his power.** 

PSALM LXXIX.— al. LXXVIII. 

The 5uhje3 of tbis fsalm is very similar to that of psalm 74. 
// was most probably composed hy Jeremiah : but its present title is 

A PSALM OF ASAPH. I 

THE heathens, O God ! have entered thine heritage ^ 
have polluted thine holy temple- 
laid Jerufalem in ruinous heaps ! 
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2 They have given the carcafes of thy fervants 
for food to the fowls of the heavens ; 

the flefli of thy worfliippers to the beads of the 
^arth. 

3 Their blood they have ihed, as water, around 

Jerufalem ; 
and there was no one at hand to bury them ! 

4 To our neighbours we are a fubjedt of reproach, 
of fcom and derifion to thofe around us. 

5 How long, Jehovah ! wilt thou be wroth? 
fhall thy fircrlike jealoufy burn for ever? 

6 Pour out thine ire on nations, who own thee not, 
and on kingdoms, which invoke not thy name. 

}r For thefe have devoured Jacob, 
and laid his habitation defolate. 

8 Remember not, againft us, our former iniquities: 
let thy kind compaffion fpeedily fuccour us : 

for exceedingly low we are brought. 

9 Help us, O thou, the God of our falvation : 
for the honour of thy name deliver us : 

for thy name's fake forgive our fins. 

10 Why fhould the heathens fay : ^^ Where is their 

^^GOD?'^ 

Let the vengeance of the blood of thy fervants, that 

hath been flied, 
be manifefted among thofe nations, before our eyes, 

1 1 Let the fighs of the captive come before thee. 
By the ftrength of thy powerful arm, 

fave thofe who are threatened with death : 

12 and return, feven-fold, into our neighbours* bofoms, 

4*3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



150 THE BOOK OP PSALMS. LXXIX — LXXX. 

the reproach with which they have reproached thee, 

Jehovah ! 
So fliall we, thy people, and the flock of thy pafture, 13 
be for ever thankful to thee, and celebrate rfiy praife, — 
from generation, to generation. 

PSALM LXXX.— al. LXXIX. 

This psalm is hy some supposed to have been written either in the 
reign of Josbapbaty when the Edomites and Ammonites invaded the 
land; or in the reign of Joram, <ujben the Philistines ravaged the 
country. But, in my apprehension, neither of these occasions suits 
the tenor of the composition. There is no mention made in it either 
ofjudah, or Jerusalem. The great burthen of the song are the 
calamities of the house of Joseph. Benjamin seems to be clafsed with 
them, because they had been so clafsed in their march through the 
wilder nefs. See Num. a. 18 — 24. We may^ then, suppose ^ and 
Indeed I think it highly probable^ that this psalm was written by 
some Israelite f not Judahite poet, during the opprefsion of Israel by 
Hazael, king of Syria, Sec 2 Kings, 13. 5, 22. 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, ON SHOSHANIM- I 
EDUTH: a psalm of ASAPH, 

GIVE ear, O fliepherd of Ifrael ! 2 

who leddeft the Jofephites, like a flock ! 
Thou who fitted on cherubs, fhine forth. 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manafleh, 3 

exert thy power, and come to fave us. 
Reftore us, O God of hofts ! 4 

let thy countenance fliine on us, 
and we fliall be faved. 

How long, Jehovah, God of hofts ! 5 

wilt thou be wroth with a fupplicating people ? 
The bread of forrow thou haft made them eat ; 6 
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and made them drink tears in abundance ! 

7 Thou haft fet us at ftrife with our neighbours ; 
and our enemies hold us in derifion, 

8 Reftore us, O God of hofts ! 

let thy countenance (hine on us, 
and we (hall be faved. 

9 A vine thou broughteft out of Egypt ; 

and, expelling nations, plantedft it in their land, 

10 Thou clearedft a wide place for it ; 

it fpread its roots — and filled the land ! 
i^ The mountains were covered with its fhade; 

and with its tendrils the tall cedars ! 
la Its boughs it extended to the fea, 

and its {hoots to the great river ! 

13 Ah ! why haft thou broken ^own its fences ? 
fo that every paflenger croppeth it. 

14 The boar from the foreft wafteth it, 

and the wild beafts of the fields devour it ! 
j^ God of hofts ! return, we befeech thee : 
look down from the heavens, and fee 5 
and again regard this vine. ^ 

16 For the plant which thy right hand planted, 

and the ftem which for thyfelf thou caufedft to grow, 

17 have been burned with fire — have been fwept 

away — 
have periflied — at the frown of thy countenance ! 
^8 Prote6l the man of thine own right hand, 

the man whom thou broughteft up for thyfelf. 
X9 So will we no more revolt from thee. 
Do thou but again revive us ; 
and thy name only will we invoke. 
L4 
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Jehovah, God of hofts, reftore us; ao 

let thy countenance fhine upon us — 
and we fhall be faved ! 

NOTES. 
Title. Some render the words, on shoshanim-eduth, &c. by 

ON THE HEXACHORD; A TESTIMONY OF ASAPH. — It IS of Httlc 

importance, how they be rendered : as the titles themfelves are often 
falfe indices, and of fmall authority : as has been more than once 
already obferved. — Ver. 9. A ^vtfie, i. e. the people of Ifrael. The 
metaphor is continued throughout. — Ver. 1 8. ProteR the man of thine 
(mm right bandy, ^c, i. e. the people whom thy right hand raifed from 
a date of flavery, the Ifraelites. — lb. it/bom thou broughtefl up for thy- 
felf. Not badly our firft tranflators : <^ whom thou madeft fo much of 
for thine own felf." 

PSALM LXXXI.— al. LXXX. 

I conjecture, that this psalm was written also hy a lard of 
IsraeU during the reign of Joash ; «' who retook all the cities 
which had been taken in war out of the hands of his father Jo- 
ahaz." See 2 Kings, 13. 25. 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, ON THE GI^ I 

THITH : A PSALM OF ASAPH. 

SING joyfully to God, our ftrength : % 

fing melodioufly to the God of Jacob. 
Raife the pfalm-fong — ftrike the tabor, 3 

the fweet-fouriding harp; and the lute. 
Blow the trumpet at the new-moon, 4 

X at the full-moon, and other folemnities. 
For this was made a ftatute for Ifrael, 5 

an ordinance of the God of Jacob j 
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6 which he gave for a teftimony to the Jofephites, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt : 
where we heard a language, we knew not. 

7 '^ Your flioulders (faid he) I relieved from their 

" load : 
^^ your hands were delivered from the mortar -tub : 

8 ^' When in diftrefs ye invoked me, I refcued you : 
^^ I heard your fecret murmuring — 

^^ I proved you at the waters of Meriba — 

9 ^* Hear (faid I), my people ! that I may obteft you : 
^^ Ifraelites ! if to me ye will liften : 

10 ^^ let there be no ftrange gods among you : 
^^ Nor worfliip ye any foreign god : 

11 ^^ I, Jehovah, am your God, 

^^ who brought you out of the land of Egypt : 
^^ open wide your mouths, and I will fill them. 
IZ ^^ But my people would not liften to my voice j 
^^ and Ifrael correfponded not with my wifli ! 

13 ^^ So I gave them up to their own obftinacy ; 

^^ and they walked according to their own conceits ! 

14 ^^ Oh ! that my people had liftened to me! 
'^ that Ifrael had walked in my ways : 

i^ " foon would I have humbled their enemies, 

'^ and againft their adverfaries turned mine hand! 

16 ^^ The haters of Jehovah fhould have crouched to 

^^ them ; 
^^ but their felicity (hould have been perpetual. 

17 ^^ With the beft of wheat I would have fed^ them, 
" and fatiated them with honey from the rock V 
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NOTES, 

Ver. 6, 7. There are in the text, perhaps not altogether uncorrupted, 
fuch tranfitions from the third perfon!^to the firft, and from the third 
to the fecond, that the whole is not eafily underftood. I have tried to 
make it intelligible, with very fevv^ alterations, and thefe fupported by 
the antient verfions. For particulars 1 muft refer, as ufual, to my 
Critical Remarks. — Ver, 8. 1 beard your fecret murmurlngs. The com- 
mon rendering is : ** 1 anfwered thee (i. e.you) in the fecret place of 
thunder." Which appeared fo ftrange to Houbigant, that he ven- 
tured a conjectural emendation, which no one, I believe, has adopted. 
I change nothing in the text, but give another meaning to one word, 
which it readily admits, and which is perfectly agreeable to the context. 

PSALM LXXXII.— al. LXXXI. 

In this psalm, of uncertain date, God is poetically introduced, 
as chief judge among the judges of the earth, and giving them a 
eharge to administer justice uprightly, 

A PSALM OF ASAPH, I 

GOD, feated in his facred divan, 
giveth this charge to the judges : 

* How long will ye judge unjuftly, 2, 

" and favour the caufe of the wicked ? 
^^ Defend the poor and the fatherlefs : 3 

" do juftice to the oppreffed and deftitute; 
*^ relieve the poor and the indigent : 4 

'^ deliver them from the hand of the wicked. '* 

They are ignorant, and unintelligent ! 5 

in darknefs they walk ! 
Hence totter all the foundations of the land ! 

I thought, ye were inferior gods : 6, 

and ftll of you children of the Moft High ! 
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7 But ye fliall die like common men ; 
and fall like one of the perverfe ! 

8 Arife, O God ! and judge the earth : 
for all nations are thy domain. 

NOTES. 

Ver. I. Godfeated in bis f acred divan. This is quite in the orien- 
tal ftyle. The divan is the great council-room, where all important 
matters ar^ agitated, and decided. — Ver. 7. and fall like one of the 
perverfe. The common rendering is " like one of the princes," but 
I cannot think that this is the true meaning. Some think the line 
fliould be rendered thus : Tejball all of you, ye princes, fall together: 
in my opinion, a forced tranflation. 

PSALM LXXXIII.— al. LXXXII. 

This psalm seems to have been composed in the days of Joshaphat, 
when a combination of the neighbouring kings was formed against 
Judah, Sec 2 Chron. 20. i— 12. 

I A PSALM-SONG OF ASAPH. 

% O GOD ! be thou not dumb : 

be not fiient, nor ftill, O God ! 

3 For, lo 1 thine enemies are tumultuous — 
and they who hate thee lift up their heads. 

4 Againft thy people they hatch fecret plots ; 
and confult together againft thy dependants* 

r " Come," fay they, "let us fo totally extirpate them, 
^^ that the name of Ifrael be no more remembered.'* 

6 With one confent they confult together : 
Againft thee they are confederated. 

7 The Edomites, Iflimaelites, Moabites and Haga- 

rcnians ; 
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the Gebalites, Ammonites and Amalekites, 8 

the Philiftines with the inhabitants.of Tyre j 
the Aflyrians loo are conjoined with them, 9 

and become an arm to the children of Lot ! 

Do to them as thou dldjl to the Midianites ; 10 

as to Siferah and Jabin, at the brook Kifhon : 
who, perifliing atEndor, were dung to the earth ! il 
Make their chiefs Uke Oreb and Zeeb : 1% 

like Zebah and Zalmunah make all their princes : 
who have faid : ^^Let us feize on God's habitations." 13 
Make them, my God ! like whirling chaff, 14 

like ftubble before the wind ! 

As fire confumeth the foreft, l^ 

and as flame fetteth the mountains in a blaze ; 
fo purfue them with thy tempeft, 16 

and terrify them with thy whirlwind ! 
Cover their faces with ignominy, 17 

that they may acknowledge thy name, Jehovah ! 
May they be confounded, and perpetually terrified 5 18 
and learn that thou, whofe name is Jehovah, 19 

art alone the fupreme God, over all the earth. 

NOTES. 

Ver. I. Thy dependants, lit, thy hidden ones, i. e. thofe who ihelter 
themfclves under thy proteftion. — Ver. 9. an arm. We might fay 
auxiliaries : but the Hebrew metaphor is readily underlfood ; fo I 
thought it proper to retain it. 

PSALM LXXXIV.~al. LXXXIIL 

This psalm, which describes the happinefs of those lOho can. 
attend Gods worship at his sanctuary, may have been composed by 
David, or for David, during his exile. The title is. 
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I FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN,ON THE GITHITH : 

A PSALM OF THE SONS OF KORAH. 

a HOW lovely are thy tabernacles, Jehovah 

God of hofts ! 

3 my foul longeth, nay languiftieth for the courts of 

Jehovah ! 
mine heart and my flefh cry aloud for the living God! 

4 The very fparrows find an abode, 

and the fwallows a neft, where they may lay their 

young, 
by thine altars, Jehovah, G^d of hofts! 
my king, and my God ! 

5 Happy they, who dwell in thy houfe, 
and are continually founding thy praife. 

6 Happy they, whofe ftrength thou art : 
fecurity reigns in their hearts. 

7 If they pafs through a defolate valley, 
they fhall drink from a fountain : 

nay, the rain itfelf {hall beftow its bleffings. 

8 They (hall go on, from ftage to ftage, 
until they appear before God, in Zion ! 

9 Jehovah, God of hofts ! hear my prayer : 
give ear to me, O God of Jacob ! 

10 O God, our proteftor, behold ! and regard thine 

anointed. 

II For better is a day, in thy courts, 
than a thoufand elfewhere I 

I would rather live at the threftiold of the houfe of 

my God, 
than dwell in the tabernacles of the wicked. 
1% For a fun and a fliield is the God Jehovah : 
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Jehovah giveth grace and glory : 

he withholdeth nothing that is good 

from thofe who walk in innocence. 

JjiSHOVAH, Go^ of hods! 13 

happy thofe who truft in thee. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 2. tbefwallows. From a fimilarity of found, the Hebrew word 
elerorj or darur^ is fuppofed to be the Arabic dururi ; which Forikal 
faw in Egypt. But as he gives not the Arabic name cither in Arabic 
or Hebrew characters, the fimilarity of found is an unfure authority. 
I have therefore, with the antients, kept to the fwallow, which we 
know builds in the walls of houfes as well as the fparrow. For the 
reft, fome interpreters, thinking it indecent that birds Ihould neftle in the 
temple of God, have violently wrefted the text to a diflferent meaning: 
and our Green thus difpofes of it: <* Even the fparrow findeth herfclf 
a houfe, and the ring-dove a neft, where (he may lay her young — 
but wbenjball I approach tby boufe and thy altars ?'' A ilrange ellipfU 
this I — But temples of every fort have been every where the refort of 
certaint>irds : and the orientalills confider this fo far from being a pro- 
fanation, that they will nor allow the neftkrs to be difturbed.— Ver. 6> 
7. Thefe verfes arc to me altogether unintelligible in all the verfions, 
that I have fecn. I have tried to make fenfe of them, without changing 
a (ingle letter in the text; but only giving new, and I truft well founded 
meanings to three or four of them. But fee C. R. 

PSALM LXXXV.— al. LXXXIV. 

Some are of opinion that this psalm zuas composed by Samuel^ 
what time the Philistines opprefsed the Israelites, But, with 
Vejiema^ I would rather refer it totbetimesoftheMacchahees* 
The title is, 

FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN: A PSALM BY I 

THE SONS OF KORAH. 

THOU haft heretofore^ Jehovah ! been favourable % 
to thy land : 
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thou haft reverfed the captivity of Jacob : 

3 thou forgaveft the iniquity of thy people : 
thou coveredft all their fins : 

4 thou reftrainedft all thy wrath : 
thou abatedft the heat of thine anger, 

5 Turn to us^ alfo^ thou God of our falvation: 
and let thy wrath towards us ceafe. 

6 Wilt thou, for ever, be wroth with us ? 

wilt thou protraft thine ire from generation to 
generation ? 

7 Wilt thou never again revive us, 
that thy people may rejoice in thee ? 

8 Show us, Jehovah ! thy compaffion, 
and grant us thy faving aid. 

9 I think I hear, what the Go iT Jehovah will fay: 
He will announce felicity to his people,— his wor- 

fhippers ; 
if they return no more to their folly. 

10 Truly, his faving aid is nigh to his reverers; 
to make his glory reinhabit our land. 

11 Mercy and truth fhall yet meet again : 
Juftice and peace (hall embrace ! 

\% Truth (hall ftioot up from the earth, 

and juftice (how itfelf from the heavens ! 

13 For, Jehovah being favourable to us, 
the earth fhall yield its full increafe, 

14 Juftice fhall walk before every one, 
and direft his fteps in the right way. 

notes. 

Dr. Kennicott fancied that the firft t^hree verfes of this pfalm arc 
raifplaced, and belong, to pf. 60. But he did not attend to the paucity 
of moods in Hebrew : which has no prcter-perfe£l ; but from contin- 
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gency. The pfalmift elegantly contrails the former favours of God to 
his people, with his prefentfeeming dcreliftion of them ; and promifes 
himfelf a return of the divine mercy.— The beauty of ver. ^. muft 
ilrike every fenfible reader. Indeed the whole pfalm is beautiful. — • 
Ver. 14. There is here a relative without an antecedent : the text runs 
thus : " Juftice (hall walk before him ;'* without faying before ivbom. 
Hence fome render, «* the juft man walks before him (i. e. God), and 
he (God) dire£teth his footfteps,*' &c. Street: "The juft pro- 
fpereth in his prefence, becaufe he placeth his footfteps in his way/* 
But neither of thefe can, I think, be the meaning. The meaning is 
well expreffed by the antient tranflator Symmachus ; whofe verfion I 
have followed. See C. R. 

PSALM LXXXVL— al. LXXXV, 

This psalm seems well to correspond with its title. It was pro- 
hahly composed by David, during bis persecution by Saul, 

A PRAYED OF DAVID. I 

INCLINE thine ear, Jehovah ! hear me : 
for diftreffed and deftitute I am. 

Save my life — ^fince pious am I : - ^ 

fave thou, my God, thy fervant who trufteth in thee. 
Have pity on me^ Jehovah ! 3 

for thee I daily invoke. 

Exhilarate the foul of thy fervant, 4 

for to thee, Jehovah ! my foul I raife. 
For, good and forgiving art thou, Jehovah ; 5 

and full of mercy to all, who thee invoke. 
Give ear, Jehovah ! to my prayer, 6 

and attend to my fupplications. 

In the day of my diftrefs I thee invoke, 7 

becaufe thou art wont to hear me. 
Among the gods, there is none like t)iec, Jehovah! 8 
nor are there any works like thy works. 
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9 All the nations which thou haft made^ 

ihould come and worfliip thee, Jehovah ! 
and ought to glorify thy name. 

to For great. art thou, and wpnderFiil are, ,tHy worts ! 
Tlibu arl2^ lingular, and only poD 1/ 

It I'each me, Jehovah,!. t^y,w^yi?, ' . 

that by thy truth X may waltc: . , » / 
Dire6l mine heart to revere tfiy name.! 

IZ I will praife thee, my 06D,,tEHbyAH ! . 
with mine whole heart; ' - ' 

and will ever glorify thy nJEuhel ' ' ^ 

^3 For great hathbeeh thy kShdhefs^foi^ird^Me': ^ 
Jirid ofl haft thou refcued me from the loweft £tades» 

14 The proud, O God ! are rifen up againft me; 
and an aflemblage of cruel men feek niy life : 
for thee they have no regard ! 

15 But thou, Jehovah, art a kind and gracious God, 

16 long-fuffering, moft merciful, and true. 
LocJc on me, and have compaflfon on me> 
impart thy ftrength to thy fervant ; 

and preferve the fon of thine hand-maid. 

17 Give fome fignal token in my favour, 

that they, who hate me, may fee, and be afhamed : 
fmce thou,* Jehovah, helpeft, and comforteft me. 

PSALM LXXXVIL— al. LXXXVI. 

If^ben, and by whom, this psalm was composed, it is altogether 
uncertain : I would refer it to the reign rf Solomon. It is replete 
'Ufith strange difficulties, which I have encountered, I fear , without 
success. But it was necessary to give some sense or other, or leave 
it altogether untranslaUd. 

M 
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A PSALM-SONO5 FOR THE SONS OF KORAH. I 

THE foundations ofZion are on hallowed hills : 
Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion, a 

more than all the other dwellings of Jacob. 
Honourable things (hall be {aid of thee, city of God ! 3 
I might mention Babel and Bahab, 4 

celebrated for their men of knowledge : 
Lo! the Phllillines and Tyrians are a (kilful people : 
*^ Such a one {fay they) was bom there !'* 
But of Zion it fhall be faid : 5 

" He and He were born there !" 
For Jehovah, the mod High, himfelf, will eftablifh it. 

In the records of nations it fhall be written : 6 

^^ Such a one was bom there !** 
For all its inliabitants are expert muficians. 7 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 4. The difficulties begin here : and it is curious to obfervc 
what defperate expedients have been taken to remove them. I venture 
to fay, that none of them have been effe6lual. Whether mine e£R}rts 
have been happier, it is not for me to fay : but I truft that every 
reader of common fenfe will, by comparing my veriion with any other 
translation, be convinced that mine is the moil intelligible « not to fay, 
the mod rational. I have made no alterations in the original text but 
«Tf , and even that has manufcript authority. I muft refer to my Cridcai 
Remarks for my differing fo widely from all other interpreters j and will 
only fubjoin a very few notes, to illuftrate fome exprcffions.— Vcr, 4. 
Ba^i and Rabab' The former is doubtlefs Babylon : but the latter is a 
matter of difpute. Moft interpreters will have it to be Egypt : but 
Michael is, I think, has fhown that this cannot be the cafe. I believe, 
with him, that it was a city of Affyria. The Aflyrians, as well as the 
Babylonians, were celebrated for their learning; and tlicb J«wifh bard is 
willing to concede to them that praife* The fame may be faid of the 
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Philiftines and Tynans. The latter were eminently (kilful in Ihip* 
building, and other branches of archite^re. He grants then, readily, 
that fomc great men had been bom among them : for that is the meaning 
of Sucb a one was lorn there ! It is well known that cities derived cele- 
brity from the birth of celebrated perfons : that of Homer was claimed 
by feven of the principal towns of Greece.— Ver. 5. But ofZion itjhall 
be /aid, H E and H E were born there, i. e. not one, but many men of note. 
—Ver. 6. In the records of nations , &c. I have withdrawn the word 
yebovab from this verfe, and joined it to the preceding one : to which 
I am perfuaded it belongs.— Ver. 7. For all its inhabitants are expert mu* 
Jicians ; lit. ^ng like flute -players. The Hebrews feem to have furpafled 
all nations in the ikill of poefy and muiic ; and every citizen could fing 
and dance. This preeminence the Pialmift feems to hbt at. If an^ 
one will prefer our vulgar verfion, he may : here it is : " As Will the 
fingers as the players on inftruments^a// be there: all my fprings arr 
in thee/' 

PSALM LXXXVIIL— al. LXXXVII. 

This psalm is entirely plaintive, without a ray of hope \n iU 
Hince some have imagined^ that it is only a fragment. Its author 
must have been in the deepest distress, when he composed it. Ho it 
tbmighi by some to be Heatekiah, by others Uziab. The title, 
on which little stress is to be laid, is : 

X ^ A PSALM-SONG FOR THE SONS OF KORAH: 
FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAN, ON MAHALATH- 

leanoth: a didactic of ETHAN THS 

EZRAHITE. 

a JEHOVAH ! the God of my falvation ! 

to thee, day and night, I cry ! 

3 Let my prayer come before thee : 
To my cries incline thine ear, 

4 For faturated with evils is my foul, 

M c^ 
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and my liffe toucheth on Hades 1 

I am counted with thofe, who are defcending to the pit : 5 
I am as one, who hath no ftrength remaining ; 
like one laid low among the dead : 6 

like the flatn who lie in the grave, 
whom thou no more remembered ; 
and who are cut off from thy proteftion ! 
In a deep pit thou haft placed me, 7 

in a dark and deep abyfs ! 

Tlby wrath preffeth hard upon me : 8 

jm4 i^ith all thy waves thou whelmeft me. 
Thou baft eftranged from me mine acquaintances, 9 

and to tliem haft made me abominable. 
, I am fo clofely confined, that I cannot get out ! 
mine eyes languifh from mine afHiftion, iq 

JehoVah ! thee I daily invoke: 
to thee I ftretch out mine hands. 

Wilt thou perform a mirack for the dead ? i r 

{hall the deceafed arife and praife thee } 
fhaH thy bounty be rehearied in the grave ; iz 

or thy truth in the ftate of corruption ? 
Shall thy wonders be known in the darknefs of deat^ ? 13; 
and thy juftice in the land of oblivion ? 
To thee, Jehovah ! I loudly cry: 14 

by the dawn my prayer preventeth thee. 
Why, Jehovah ! deferteft thou me ? 15 

why from me hideft thou thy face ? 
I have been afHifted, and languifhing from youth ; 16 
I have borne thy terrors, and been difh-a&ed. 
Thy fierce wrath hath overwhelmed me ; 17 

thy terrors have totally wafted me : ^ 
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I'S like water, they daily furround the : 

they encompafs me altogether. 
19 Thou haft eftranged from mc my friends and 
familiars; 

and my acquaintances are withdrawn from my fight. 

NOT5. 
Ther« is little obTcurity in this pfslm, although fome of the terms 
are of a dubious meaning. I have given to them that which I judged 
to be the mod analogous ; and I believe I have feldom mifled the fenfe. 

PSALM LXXXIX.— al. LXXXVUI. 

This psalm is of a mixt nature. In the Jirst fart ofH% hy much 
the longest, the author praises God for his past favours to Israel, 
and more especially to the house ofDa^id; in the last^ he deprecates 
the present calamities^ and expostulates fvith Jehovah, on their 
^ account • It is now pretty generally ascribed to Hezeiiah, or some 
Ofie for him f during tie time of his adversity. The title is: 

1 A DIDACTIC OF ETHAN, THE SZRAHITB. 

% OP the bounties of Jehovah I will ever ling: 

with my mouth I will make known thy truth, 
from generation to generation. 

3 For, I have faid, thy goodnefs muft forever endure i 
in the heavens themfelves thy truth \thou haft 

eftabliflied. 

4 *^ I have made (Jhidfl thou ) a covenant with mine 

^' eleft : 
'* to my fer\'ant David I have fworn t 

5 '' Thy feed I will for ever eftablifli, 
^^ and thy throne I will fupport,— 
*' from generation to generation.*' 

M3 
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I^t, then^ the wonderful goodnefs of Jbhoyah 6 

be celebrated in the heavens : 

and his truth in the aflembly of the faints. 

For who in the heavens is equal to Jbhoyah ? y 

who like to Jehovah^ among the fons of God } 

A Cjod moft formidable in the aflembly of the faints : 8 

and to be revered, above all who are about him. 

Jehovah ! God of hofts ! who fo powerful as thou ? 9 

and of thofe around thee whofe truth like thine ? 

Thou ruleft the proud fwelling of the fea, 10 

and its rifing billows thou reftraineft ! 

The haughty tliou breakeft like a hollow reed : 11 

with thy potent arm thou cruflieft thy foes. 

Thine are the heavens — ^thine alfo is the earth. 1% 

The univerfe, and its contents, thou foundedll ! 

The north and the fouth thou createdft ! 13 

Thabor and Hermoa rejoice in thy name ! 

Strong is thine arm — ^powerful is thine hand : 14 

thy right hand is highly exalted ! 

Juftice and judgment are the bafis of thy throne : 15 

benevolence and truth precede thy face ! 

Happy the people who know the joyful found : 16 

who walk in the light of thy countenance : 

who daily rejoice in thy name, 17 

and glory in thy juftice. 

"VVhen thou w.ert the glory of our ftrength, 18 

and, through thy favour, our horn was exalted : 

when our protedion relied on Jehovah ; 19 

and our king, on the Holy One of Ifrad : 

Then, in the fight of thy faints, 20 

thou fpokcft and fajdft ; 
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^* I have placed j^owr help in a man of valour : 
ai ^* I have exalted a chofen one of the people t 

^^ I have found out my fervant David; 

*^ with my holy oil I have anointed him ! 
aa '^ whom with mine own hand I will eftablifli^ 

^^ and whom mine own arm (hall fupport. 
23 *^ Him the enemy Ihall never infult, 

^^ nor the fon of iniquity afBi£t. 
a4 *^ For his foes I will beat down, before his face, 

« and thofe, who hate him, I will overthrow ; 
»5 ^^ my truth and my bounty fliall attend him, 

^^ and in my name fhall his horn be exalted : 
St6 ^^ his left hand I will extend to the fea, 

*^ and his right hand to the rivers. 
27 ^* He fliall thus invoke me: ^Myfather artthou; 

" my God, and the rock of my falvation.' 
zS ^^ I will even appoint him my firft-bom, 

*^ thehigheft of earthly kings. 
ap ^' My bounty I will ever referve for him, 

*^ and my covenant with him fliall be ftedfaft J 
^30 ^^ His feed I will for ever eftablifli ; 

'^ and his throne fliall be lading, as the heavens ! 
31 ^^ Should his fons forfake my law, 

^^ and ceafe to walk ty mine ordinances ; 
3^ *^ fliould they break through my ftatutes, 

^' and obferve not my commandments : 

33 ^^ I will punifli their tranfgreflion with a rod, 
^^ and their iniquity with fcourges j 

34 ^' but will not withdraw my benevolence, 
^^ nor fail in my veracity. 

35 ^^ My covenant I will not annul ; 

M4 
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'^ nor change) what bath iflGued from nay lips : 

^^ I ha^^e once fwpm by miae owa hdUnefe 5 36 

^^ that to D^vid I will not prove faUe : 

^^ his feed (hall endure for ever ; 37 

'^ his; throne fhall be, before me, like the fun i 

^^ Hke the moon, it fhall for ever he ftable 5 ^ 38 

" and like the faithfiil witnefs in the fky !** • 

Yet nowr thou haft.forfaken, and rejefted, 39 

and art irritated againft thine anointed I 
Thou haft made void the covenant with thy fervant: 40 
his diadem thou haft profaned to the ground : 
thou haft broken down all hi^ fences; . - 41 

and his fortreffes thou haft demoliflied. 
All thofe, who pafs along, plunder him: 4^ 

to his neighbaurs he is a fubjeA of reproach : 
thou haft augmented the power of his adverfarics/ 43 
and caufed all his enemies to cejoifep. j \ - 

Thou haft even blunted the edge of bi&fword; 44. 

and made hm imabk to ftand in battle. 
To his fplendour thou haft put an endj ' 45 

and his throne thou haft levelled vidth the ground. 
His youthful days thou haft flbortened, 46 

and with ignominy thou haft covered him. 
How long, Jehovah ! writ thou withdraw thyfelf ? 47 
fhall thy wrath bum, like fire, for ever? 
Rememberyhow (hort my duration I 48 

for what an empty fhow haft thou created all mfen ! 
what living man fo great, as fhall not fee death ? 49 

who may refcue his life from the hand of Hades ? 

Where, Jehovah ! are thy fornier faVoiii^s j 50 

for which, to David, thou pledgedft thy trlith } ' 
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51 Remember, Jehovah! the reproach caft on thy 

fervant, 
how I bear, in my bofom, the taunts of many people ; 

52 of thine enemies, Jehovah ! who reproach — 
who reproach the conduct of thine anointed ! 
[Bleffed, for ever, be Jehovah. Amen, and Amen.] 

NOTES. 
Ver. II. Between this and the next verfe one antient edition and one 
M s. has the followiiig addition : "Tb/Me is the day., tbine alfj is the night s 
thi light and the fun thou baft fjlablijhed. The fame with ver. 16. of 
Pfalm 74. — Ver. 21. of the ptofle^ Sep. and Arab, feem to have read of 
my people. — Ver. 26. The boundarits of David's dominions were thfr 
Mediterranean to the weft, and the rivers Tigris and Euphrates to the 
eaft ; dengted by the left and right Ijand, I am apt tq think, however, 
that the original reading was river in the lingular j namely the great 
riverf or the Euphrates- Yet all the copies and verfions have rivers. 
— Ver. 28. my firji-born. In the Heb. idiom all kings were the fans of 
God: but David is the chief of thefe, God's firjl-born. The Greeks 
had a fimilar mode of expreifing themfelves. Kings were the nurjlings 
of Jupiter, — Ver. 52, What is in brackets is an addition made by th« 
reda6lor,, fimilar to that at the end of Pf. 41. and here clofea what is 
called the third Book of Pfalms. 

PSALM XC— al. LXXXIX, 

Jn the tiihy. this fsJam u ascribed to Moses : and Datle ani 
others think it probable that it was written by Moses a ItttU he* 
fore his death. There are sonie thhgs in the psalm itulf, h$w 
ever, that militate against this hypothesis. The author of the 
Psalm, ver. 10, mentions " eighty ytars " ^ the ultimate common 
period of mans life. But Moses himself was at his death liqyears ' 
eld : yet his eye was 710 1 dim, nor f)is vigour ^one." Djcut. 34. y, 
Joshuah di€d*at the age of iio.^-On the whole, I agree with 
Kennicott^ that this psalm Was probably written about the return 
from the captivity. 
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A PRATER OF MOSES^ THE MAN OF GOD. I 
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Turn, and be reconciled to thy fervants. 

14 Early faturate us with thy bounty, 

that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

15 Let our joy be proportioned to the days of our 

affliftion; 
to the years, which we have feen of adverfity. 

16 Let thy wo;iderful deeds be (hown to thy fervants, 
and thy glory to their children, 

17 May Jehovah, our God, look fweetly on us, 
and crown with fucc^fs the works of our hands! 

notes. 

Ver. X . Return, ye fins of Adam ! Return to the duft, whence yc 
c?ime. An allufion to Gen. 3. 19, — ^Ver. 9. like a breaibing. Some 
of the antients s like a cobweb^Somc moderns t /ike a bubble. Our 
common verfion : " as a tale that is ioW-^Ver. 11. The fecond commi 
o^ this verfe has been deemed inexplicable in its prefent form ; and 
various conjeftural emendations have been made of the original text. 
I fee no difficulty in it as it ftands : only perhaps one letter Ihould be 
changed into another very fimiiar one ; which is authorized by at lead 
two Mss.yet this change is not abfolutely neceflary. .-Ver. 17. At the 
end of this verfe there is in the Heb. and moft antient verfions this 
addition : " and the works of our hands eftablifli thou." But the 
Chaldee paraphraft read them not : nor are they in the beft copies of 
Sep. and are wanting in three Heb. mss. 

PSALM XCL— al. XC. 
This beautiful psalm may have been composed by David: and 
there are parts of it, zvbicb make the supposition very probable. 
Sec ver. 14 and 16. // has no title, in Heb. but in Sep, Vulg. 
and Arab, it is called ** A praifc-fong of David." 

I SITTING under the flielter of the Moft High, 

lodging under the (hadow of the Almighty, 
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I fay : ^^ Jehovah is my hope, and my fortrefs, z 

*^ my God, in whom I put my truft !** 

He, indeed, will deliver thee from the fnare of the 3 
fowler, 
and from every mifchievous defign : 
with his plumage he will cover thee, 4 

and under his wings thou (halt be fecure. 
His truth being thy (hield and buckler, ^ 
thou needeft not dread the terror of the night, 5 

nor the arrow that flieth by day : 

neither the mifchief that ftalketh in darknefs, 6 

nor the deftru6lion that wafteth at noon-day. 
A thoufand (hall fall, by thy fide, 7 

and ten thoufand on thy right hand 2 
but to thee harm (hall not approach. 

Thou (halt only behold with thine eyes, 8 

and fee the recompenfe of the wicked. 
Becaufe thou haft made Jehovah thy refuge, 9 

the Moft High thy flieltcr, 

no evil (hall befall thee, lo 

nor any plague come near thy dwelling. 
For he will give his angels charge over thee, n 

to preferve thee in all thy ways : 

in their hands they will bear thee up, jz 

left thou dafti thy foot againft a ftone. 
On the adder and the afpic thou mayft tread : 13 

on the water-fnake and crocodile thou mayft trample ! 

'< Becaufe he loveth me (faith God J I will refcue 14 
^^ him : 
<< will proteft hijn, becaufe he owneth my name. 
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15 ^^ When he invoketh me, I will anfwer him : 
^^ I will be with him in his diftrefs : 

^^ I will deliver and bring him to honour. 

16 ^^ With a long life I will fatisfy him, 

'^ and will manifeft to him my faving power,'* 

NOTES, 

Ver. 13. The adder. This is commonly rendered tbe iiom but 
wr6ngly. The parallelifm is thereby loft : and one is not apt to tread 
on lions ^ but very apt to tread on the Terpentine kind. I am indined to 
thiak that the pfalmift meant to exprefs two generical forts of reptiles ; 
the njiper and xhzferpent: the former a viviparous, the latter anovipa-' 
rous animal. — lb. the water-fnake* Tl^is too is rendered ayoung !h». 
But I think it muft be the water-fnake, in parallelifm with the croco** 
dile } commonly rendered dragon. 

PSALM XCII.— al. XCI. 

I A PSALM-SONG, FOR THE SABBATH DAT. 

Q> IT is right to give thanks to Jehovah ! 

to fingpfalms to thy name, thou Mod High! 

3 to celebrate thy bounty in the morning, 
and thy faithfnlnefs every evening; 

4 on the decachord, and on the lute, 
with the fweet melody of the harp ! 

5 for thou delighted me by thy wonderful doings ; 
in the works of thine hands I exult for joy. 

6 How great thy works, Jehovah ! how deep thy 

defigns ! 

7 But the ftupid man obferveth not; 
the fool underftandeth not this. 

S When the wicked fpring up like the herbs. 
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and the workers of iniquity flourifli : 

it is but to be extirpated for ever ! 

But thou, Jehovah! art for ever exalted. 9 

While, lo ! thine enemies, Jehovah ! 10 

whil^, lo ! thine enemies perifli, 
and difperfed are the workers of iniquity : 
Thou exalted mine horn, like the bufiFalo's. 11 

With frefli oil lam anointed: 

mine eye hatli feen the fate of mine enemies : la 

mine ears have heard the fate of malignant foes. 

The juft fliall flourifli like a palm-tree; 13 

Ihall grow up like a cedar of Lebanon : 
Planted by the houfe of Jehovah, 14 

they fliall flourifli in the courts of our God ! 
In their old age, even, they fliall bloflbm 5 j^ 

full of fap, and green they fliall remain : 
to manifeft the juftice of Jehovah, my rock; 16 

in whom there is nothing unrighteous. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 1 1. Wabfrejb oil ihouanointefime. The meaning is, that I am 
as much comforted by thy bounty, as if I were anointed with frelh oiL 
A metaphor drawn from oriental ufage, and not hard to be underilood. 

PSALM XCIir.— al. XCII. 

This psalm has no title : nor is it easy toguefs when, or by whom, 
it was composed. I would give it to Davidm 

JEHOVAH reigneth, clothed in excellency : i 

Jehovah is clothed and begirt with power. 
The globe he hath fo fixed, that it cannot be removed j 
thy throne^ JeHqvah I was eftabliflied of old : ^ % 

thou art from all eternity. 
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3 The floods, Jehovah ! the floods may raife their 

voice, 
the floods may raife high their breakers : 

4 But Jehovah, on high, is mightier 
than the voices of many waters, 

or the mighty billows of the fea. 
^ Thy promifes, Jbhovah ! are moft furc! 
Eminent, for a length of days, 
fhall be the glory of thy fanftuary! 

NOTB. 

Ver/5. I have tranrpofed Jebovab from the ad comma, for the 
greater perfpicuitj : and in rendering the comma, I differ fomewhat 
from all the verfions. See C. R. 

PSALM XCIV.— al. XCIII. 

Tbii palm has no title in the original: but in Sep, Syr, Arab, 
it is ascribed to David. I believe it to have been composed during 
the persecution of Antiocbu s. 

I O GOD of avengeance, Jbhovah ! 

O God of avengeance ! fliine forth ! 
% Roufe thyfelf, thou judge of the earth ! 

to the proud retaliate a recompenfe. 

3 Jehovah I how long ftiall the wicked — . 
how long fliall the wicked triumph ? — 

4 fliall they prate, and fpeak bitter reproach ? 
fliall all the workers of iniquity infolently boafl? 

5 Thy people, Jbhovah! they harafsj 
and thine heritage they aggrieve : 

6 The widow and the pilgrin^they flay ; 
and the fatherlefs they mtffacre ! 

7 Yet they fajr : " JfiHj^vAH will not fee : 
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^^ the God of Jacob will not obferve us.'* 

Be inftrufted, ye moft ftupid of peoples ! 8 

Ah ! when, ye fools, will ye be wife ? 

Shall HE, who planted the ear, not hear? 9 

{hall HE, who formed the eye, not fee ? 

(hall not HE, who chaftifeth nations^ correA? • 10 

{hall not HE, who teacheth man knowledge, knowP 

Well knoweth Jehovah, howvam the defignsof man. 11 

Happy is the man, 1% 

whom thou, Jehovah ! inflrufteft, 
and to whom thou giveft leflbns from thy law 5 
to make him tranquil in the days of adverfity : 13 

while a pit is digging for the wicked. 
For Jehovah will not forfake his people, 14 

nor abandon his own heritage 5 

but to the juft (hall juftice be rendered, 15 

and his adherents (hall be all the upright of heart. 

Who, for me, will oppofe the malignant? 16 

who, for me, refift the workers of iniquity ? 
If Jehovah come not to mine aid, jj 

I (hall foon be in my fi'ent grave. 

When I think that my foot is already flipping, 18 

thy bounty, Jehovah 1 fuppdrteth me. 
In the multitude of mine inward anxieties, 19 

thy confolations delight my foul. 

Wilt thou favour the throne of tyrants, 20 

who fan£Uon oppreflSon by ftatute ? 
They troop together againft the righteous, ai 

and the blood of the innocent they condemn ! 
But Jehovah is mine afylum, 2S 

and my God is the rock of my refuge. 
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2i He will turn upon them their own iniquity, 
and in their wickednefs he will cut them off: 
Jehovah, our God, will cut them off. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 15. I have found great cliftcultf in rendering this vcrfc : nor 
sm I quite fure that I have well rendered it. Yet it is the only fenfe 
that to me appears to be agreeable to the context. In one word, which 
I render thejuft, I follow tfic reading of Syr. and of 2 mss. Our com- 
mon verfion is : " But judgment (hall return to righteoufnefs : and all 
the upright in heart fhall follow it.*' — Ver. 17. I Jbail fam be in my 
ftlent grave, I have been here obfigcd to tranflate cquivalcntly : 
• the text runs thus : in a moment would my foul dwell in Jilenee,'^ 
Ver. 20. who fanSlion offr^ton by Jlatuie : alluding, I think, to the 
tyrannical edicts of Antiochus Epiphanes. See i Mach. i. 43^67. 
— Ver. 21. /be blood 0/ the innocent. This exaftly correfponds with 
what is faid in the Mdchabees of Antiochus and his agents : <« They 
ihed innocent blood one very fide of the fanftuary." i Mach. i. 39. 



PSALM XCV.— al. XCIV. 

Tbh palm has no title in Hebrew : but ly Sep. and by the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews , chap. 4. 7. it is ascribed to 
David: and the Syriac translation marks the time, namely, 
*' when the people with David had passed over the Jordan. *' fn 
the psalm itself there is nothing to lead us either t$ its real author f 
or to the time of its composition* 

I COME ! letus fing praifes to Jehovah ! 

fing aloud to the rock of our falvation. 
7. Let us come before him with thankfgiving : 

let us loudly praife him with pfalmody. 
3 For a great God is Jehovah ! 

N 
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over all gods a king fupreme ! 

To him belong the depths of the earth : 4 

his, alfo, are the heights of the mountains. 

The fea is his, for he faihioncd it : 5 

and the dry land his hands formed. 

Come ! let us worfhip, and bow down: 6 

let us kneel before Jehovah, our maker; 
For he is our own God : y 

and we are the people of his pailure, 
and the flock, which himfelf condu6teth. 
And, now, will ye not hear his voice ? 
*^ Harden not your hearts, {faith be) ^ Meriba; 8 * 

*^ as when at Mafla, in the Wildemefs j 
^* where your fathers tempted me, and tried my patience: 9 
*^ although they had fcen my wonderful works. 
*^ Forty years was I difgufted with that race ; iq 

*^ and faid : * They are an heart-erring people ; 
** who will not underftand my ways :' 
*^ and therefore, in my wrath, I fwore to them, • ii 
^^ that they fhould never enter into my reft." 

NOTES. 

Ver. 3. Over ail gods— \. c above all the pretended gods of tbt 
Gentiles ; and all earthly potentates. — Ver. 8. Meriba . . . Majfa, See 
£xod. 17. 7.— Ver. ij. In my wratb I fwore. See Numb. 14. 31—23. 
and 32. 10. lb. into my reft — i. e. into the land which I had deftined 
for their refting-place. 

PSALM XCVI.-al. XCV. 

This psalm is a fragment of that fine hymn composed hy David 
at the solemn translation of the Ark* See i Chron, 16. 7. But 

it 
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k seems to have been somewhat altered by a posttrwr hard ; and 
ferhaps adapted to tie dedka^onof the second temple aft erthe re- 
turn from the Babylonish captivity : as indeed it is scud to have 
been^ in the Greek version, in which it is entitled : " An ode of 
David tung when the house of God was built, after the captivity/* 

1 SING to Jehovah a new fong: 
fing to Jehovah, all the earth. 

2 Sing to Jehovah ! blefs his name ; 
daily declare his faving power : 

3 declare his glory, among the nations ; 

his wonderful works, among every people. 

4 For great is Jehovah, and highly to be praifed ; 
tremendous above all other gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols : 
but Jehovah made the heavens. 

6 Majefty and fplendour accompany him : 
power and beauty are in hh holy abode ! 

7 Render to Jeh ova h, ye tribes of tlie people, 
render to Jehovah glory and power ; 

S . To Jehovah give the glory due to his name. • 
Bring a donative, when ye come before him : 

^ with holy decorum worfhip Jkho VA h. 
Tremble before him, aU the earth : 

10 for 'tis he who maketh ftable the globe, 
that it be not mowed/rom its place. 
'Tis he, who juftly judgeth the nations. 

Say, among the nations : '^ Jehovah is king.'* 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice; 
let the fea refound, with all its contents : 

la let the fields exult, with all that is therein : 

let the trees of the foreft exult before Jehovah : 

N Z 
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for he cometh — ^he cometh to judge the earth. 13 

The world he will judge with righteoufnefs, 
and the nations^ with his own veracity. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 1 . In Chron. the firft line of this ver. is wanting. The reft is 
very nearly the fame, correfponding with chap. 16.23 — 33. — ^Ver. 10. 
I have made a fmall tranfpofition here, on the atnhority of the paral- 
lel place : and becaufe the context 'items to require it. In Chron. are 
3 verfes more ; which now make a part of pfalm 106. 

PSALM XCVII.— al. XCVI. 

The subject of this psalm is similar to that of the f receding one; 
and may have heen sung on the same occasion. In Sep. it is called 
" A psalm of David, when his territories were restored/' 

JEHOVAH reigneth ! let the earth exult: i 

let the numerous regions rejoice ! 

Clouds and darknefs furround him i ' % 

juftice and judgment are the bafis of his throne. 
Before him goeth a fire, 3 

which bumeth his enemies around : 
his lightnings irradiate the globe : 4 

the earth beholdeth and trembleth : 
the mountains melt like wax> at the prefence of 5 

Jehovah: 
at the prefence of the God of the whole earth ! 
The heavens proclaim his juftice ; - 5 

and all nations behold his glory. 

Confounded are they, who worfttip gmvoi gods j 7 

who glory in their own vain idols 1 
To HIM, all ye gods, bow down \ 
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8 Zion hath heard, and is joyful ^ 
the cities of Judah rejoice^ 

on account of thefe thy judgments, Jehovah! 

9 For high art thou, Jehovah, ^bove all the earth; 
far, far exalted ^bove all other gods, 

10 Jehovah loveth thofe who deleft evil : 
his pious ones he preferveth alive, 

and delivereth from the hands of the wicked. 

11 On the juft man light is fown ; 
and joy on the upright of heart, 

la Rejoice, ye juft, in Jehovah ; 

and commemorate, with thanks, his hoHnefs, 
notes. 

Ver. 10. 1 think, with Street, that there is a fmall corruption in the 
firft comma of this verfe both in the text and all the verfions : and 
that by the eHfion of a lingle letter, with' another reading authorized by 
Syr. and fome- ft ss. -the true original is reftored. See C. R. Accord- 
ing to the prefent reading, our laft tranflators render: '* Ye that 
love the Lord, hate evil : he preferveth the fouls of his faints,'' &c. 
— ^Vcr. II. On the juft man light is fown. In a fimilar paffage, pfalm 
111. inftead of fown we find arifetb: and the antient interpreters feem 
to have read fo here. It is alfo the reading of one ms. But as the 
prefent reading prefents an equally good meaning, and is even more 
poetical j I have exprefled it in my vcrfion. 

PSALM XCVIII.— al. XCVII. 

This psalm is evidently a continuation of the foregoingj and was 
no doubt composed^ or at least sung, on the same occasion. In Sep. 
it is called " A psalm of David.*' In the Heb. ft is entitled 
fimply 
I A PSALM. 

SING to Jehovah a new fong: 
for marvellous deeds he hath done. 

N3 
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His own right hand, and his facred afm^ 

have obtained for him the viAory. 

Jehovah hath made known his faving power, 2, 

his juftice he hath manifeft^d 

in the fight of all the nations. 

His bounty and truth he hath remembered, 3 

toward the houfe of Ifrael. 

The utmoft limits of the earth 

have feen the faving power of our God ! 

O all the earth ! refound Jehovah/s praife : 4 

burft forth into joy, and fhout, and fing : 

To Jehovah fing pfalms with the harp ! 5 

let the harp accompany the voice of fong. 

With clarions and the found of trumpet, 6 

exult before Jehovah, the King. 

Let the fea, and all its contents, refound ; 7 

the globe and all its inhabitants : 

let the rivers applaud, and the mountains alfo fhout, ft 

at the prefence of Jehovah, who is coming — 

who is coming to judge the earth. 9 

The globe he will judge with juftice, 

and the nations with righteoufnefs. 

PSALM XCIX.— al. XCVIIl. 

In the Hebrew this psalm has no title : but in Sep, it is called 
" A pfalm of David." In several mss, it is joined to the pre- 
ceding psalm, 

JEHOVAH reigneth — ^let the nations tremble! i 

he who rideth on cherubs — let the earth quake ! 
Great is Jehovah inZion! % 

high is he, above all peoples. 
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3 tet them celebrate thy name, great, and tremendous : 
for holy and powerful is it. . 

4 A king, loving righteoufnefs, art thou : 
equitable laws thou haft eftablifhed : 
and juftice thou haft done in Jacob. 

5 Extol ye Jehovah, our God ; * 
and bow down before his footftool; 

for a holy God is he. 

6 When Mofes and Aaron, his chief minifters, 
and Samuel, his eminent worfhipper, 
invoked Jehovah, he liftened to them. 

y To the former he fpoke from a cloudy pillar: 

and^ lecaufe they obferved his teftimonies, 
and the ftatutes which he gave to them, 

8 Thou, Jehovah, our God, heardeft them : 
a forgiving God to them thou wert ; 
although their mifdeeds thou puniihedft. 

9 Extol Jehovah, our God 3 
and worfliip at his holy mountain : 
For holy is Jehovah, our God. 

notes. 

Vcr. 3. .F(7r holy and powerful is it, i. e. the name of God ; which 
in Hebrew is often equivalent with bimfelf. For the reft, this and the 
preceding verfe are badly divided in the common Hebrew copies j and 
Kennicott did well to part his cpmrpas as he has done. — Ver. 6. bis 
chief minifiers. This is commonly rendered : ** ivere among bis priefts,^* 
But the prepofition here is not a partitive ; it only places the following 
noun in the fuperlative degree ; as in pf. 94. 8. Th^ Jiupid among 
peoples^ is the mqftflupid of peoples. This mode of exprefCon is mod 
common in Arabic. — Ver. 8. tbeir mifdeeds. Namely, Aaron's weak- 
nefs in confenting to the making of a golden calf^ and Mofes 's dif^ 

N4 
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C. 



fitlcuce at tbe waters of Mcriba. A Greek father, Thcodoret, undcr- 
ftood thole m'lfekeds to be the injuries which they had to fuffer from 
a rebellious people ; and the vcrfion of Symmachus (ecms to lean that 
way. Our Street adopted this idea ; and renders : ** and took venge- 
ance of the plots againft them.** Houbigant, corre^ing his text in 
a different manner, renders : " and made them innoxious in their 
works.*' I am pelfnaiied, that there is no corruption m the text; 
and that the meaning is, what is here given. 

PSALM C— al. XCIX. 

This short psalm seems to have been sung at the eucharistic 
sacrifices^ or, as they are commonly called, feace-oferings, Tbe 
title is, 

A EUCHARISTIC PSAI.M. I 

CELEBRATE Jehovah, all ye lands ! 
with joyfulnefs worihip Jbhoyah ! % 

Come into his prefence with exultation. 
Know that Jehovah is the only God : 3 

It was he who made us, and his we are i 
his own people, and the flock of his pafture. 
With thankfgiving enter into his gates j 4 

into his courts with fongs of praife. 
To him be thankful, and blefs his name : 
For good is Jehovah ! everlafting his bounty ! 5 

and his veracity from generation to generation. 

NOTES. 
Ver,3. and bis we are, I follow the marginal reading of the text, 
fupported by above 20 MSS. 3 printed editions, Chald. and Jcrom. The 
other textual reading, followed by our Englifh tranllators, " and not 
we ourfelves,*' is totally inadmiifible j although it was followed by Sep. 
and Syr. The other is the marginal reading of our common verfion : 
and followed by Edwards, and by Street; and by almoft all the more 
modem tranflators abroad. 
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PSALM CI.— al. C. 



185 • 



PTttb Fenema, Seiler and Datbe, I think this fsalm must have 
been composed by Davidy what time be translated the ark to 2,ion: 
ivhen he renewed bis resolution of ruling bis people and family^ ac* 
cording to God's laws. The title is, 

1 A PSALM OP DAVID. * 

OF benignity and juftice I will fing : 
To thee, Jehovah ! will I pfalmodize ! 

2 In the paths of innocence I will inftruft 
all thofe whom to me thou (halt fubjedt. 

1 will walk with an upright heart : * ... 

in the midft of mine own family : 

3 I will never connive at a lawlefs deed : 
Tranfgreffors I will have in abhorrence; 
to me they fliall never cling. 

4 The perverfe of heart fhall depart from ipe : 
*the malicious I will never acknowledge. 

5 The fecret flandercr I will cut off : 

the haughty and ambitious I will not fifffer. 

6 Thehoneft of the land I will choofe for mine inmates: 
they, who walk in the path of innocence, (hall mi- 

nifter to me. 

7 He who praaifeth deceit, fhall not dwell in mine 

houfe : 
he who telleth lies, (hall not remain in my fight. 

8 Every mornmg I will cut off fome of the wicked j 
until I extirpate, from the city of Jehovah, 

all the workers of iniquity. 
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^ NOTES. 

Vcr. 2. This verfe is commonly rendered : ** When thou (halt come 
to me, I will walk in my houfe with a perfeft heart.'* Or, with our 
Englifh tranflators, interrogatively, ** O when wilt thou come to roc? 
1 will {tben)^ walk within thy houfe with a perfedt heart." I a;n, 
with Street, convinced that this is not the meaning : and the text with- 
out any material alteration admits the niuch more appropriate meaning, 
which I have fubftituted. See C. R. — Ver. 5. Iivillnotfujfer, Moft 
of the antient tranflators read or pointed differently. They have : with 
him Iitill not eat: no improbable reading: but I prefer the other. 
See C. R — ^Vcr. 8. Every morning. The morning was the time em- 
ployed in excrcifing a6l:s of juftice. 

PSALM CIL— al. CI. 

This psalm is of a 'very different tenor frorn the f receding one', 
*dnd is not unfitly called^ in the title, 

A PRAYER OF THE DISTRESSED J WHO, SEIZED I 
WITH ANGUISH, POURETH OUT HIS PLAINT 
IN THE PRESENCE OP JEHOVAH. 

O JEHOVAH! hear my prayer : 2 

and let my cry come up to thee. 
* Hide not thy face from me, when I am in diftrefs : 3 
incline to me thine ear, wbqn I invoke 5 
and give me a fpeedy apfwer. 

For confumed, like fmoke, are my days ; 4 

and my bones are fcorched like a fire-brand. 
Smitten it mine heart, like the withered grafs ; 5 

fince 1 have forgotten to eat my food ! 
From my fighing, my bones cleave to my (kin : 6 

I refemble a pelican, in the Wildemefs : j 

I am like a cormorant of the Defert ! 
I keep watch — and am like a birdling ; 8 

a folitary birdling on a houfc-roof. 
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9 Mine enemies daily revile me : 
and thofe, who madly infult me, 
make me a fubjeft of malediftion : 

10 Becaufe I eat dull with my bread, 
and with tears mingle my drink : 

11 fince thou, in thine ire and indignation, 
haft raifed me, only to caft me down. 

I a My days are like a declining ihadow : 
and I am become like a withered herb. 

13 But thou, Jehovah, remaineft for ever : 

and thy remei^ibrance from generation tq generation. 

14 Thou wilt yet arife, and have pity on Zion: 
for the appointed time, to pity it, is come ! 

15 In its ruins even thy fervants delight : 

and its duft they behold with complacency. 

16 Then (hall the nations revere Jehovah's name, 
and all the kihgS of the earth thy glory : 

17 when Jehovah fliall have rebuilded Zion, 
in his glory he (hall be confpicuous ! 

18 when he fhall have regard to the prayer of the poor, 
and no more defpife their fupplications. 

19 Let this be recorded for the future generation, " 
that a people to be bom may praife Jehovah : 

20 becaufe he hath looked down from his high fanc- 

tuary ; 
Jehovah, from the heavens, hath looked down upon 
the earth ! 
0,1 to Jiften to the fighs of the bound ; 

to releafe thofe doomed to death : 
ZZ that the name of Jehovah may be celebrated in 
Zion, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l88 THE BOOK OF PSALMS. CII. 

and his pralfe he refounded in Jerufalem : 

when the people fhall be aflembled together, 23 

and return from other kingdoms, to ferve Jehovah. 

Should my ftrength be exhaufted by the way, 24 

and my days likely to be fliortened ; 

I would fay : *^ O my God ! 

^^ Take me not off in the midft of my days : 25 

*^ thou, whofe years are from generation to generation. 

*^ Long ago, thou founded ft the earth ; 26 

'^ and the heavens are the work of thine hands : 

*^ Both thefe may perifh — ^yet thou wilt remain : 27 

<^ they may all be worn out like a garment 2 

*^ If thou pleafe to change them, 

** changed they (hall be : 

^^ but thou art ever the fame : 28 

*^ thy years fhall never have an end, 

'* May the children of thy fervants be preferved, 29 

^^ and their feed be eftabliftied under thy fight V* 

NOTES. 

Ver. 7. apelicexft'^a cormorant. It is uncertain, whether thefc be the 
proper names of the animals here mentioned. I have given what I 
deemed the moft probable. See C. R.— Vcr. 8. a birMing, The Heb. 
word is commonly rendered a Jparrow : but a fparrow is not a lonely 
bird'y and the original term denotes any /mall bird. — Ver. 9. The 
meaning which I have given to the fecond line of this verfe, is war- 
ranted by two fimiiar paffages : Ifa. 65. 15. and Jerem. 29. iz.— 
Ver. 18. the prayer of the poor. So cquivalently all the antients : nor 
is there any need, with fomc new interpreters, to look for another 
meaning. See C. R.— -Ver. 24. This is a diiiicult paflage, and has 
been varioirfly rendered. For the juftnefs of my traoilatioD> I muft 
refer to C. R. 
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PSALM cm.— al. CII. 

Thai this psalm, according to its title, may have been composed 
by David, I see no reason to disbelieve. 

A PSALM OP DAVID. 

I BLESS Jehovah, O my foul ! 
and all that is in me his holy name* 

a Blefs Jehovah, O my foul ! 
and forget none of his bounties. 

3 It is he who forgiveth thine iniquities : 
It is he who healeth thy difeafes ; 

4 who refcueth thy life from deftruAion ; 

who crowneth thee with bounty and kindnefles : 

5 who filleth thee with the beft of aliments ; 
fo that thy youth is renewed, like an eagle's. 

6 Jehovah executeth a£ls of juftice, 

and righteous judgment to all the oppreffed. 

7 To Mofes he made known his ways, 
to the children of Ifrael his exploits. 

8 Kind and companionate is Jehovah ; 
flow to wrath, but abundant in mercy. 

9 His chidings are not endlefs, 
nor his wrath everlafling. 

10 He hath not treated us according to our fins, 
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

II For, high as are the heavens above the earthy 
fo great is his bounty to thofe who revere him r 

12 far as is the eaft from the weft, 

fo far hath he removed from us our iniquities. 

13 Like the affedion of a father to his children. 
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is the affeftion of Jehovah to thofe who revere him. 

For he knoweth well our frame : 14 

he remembereth that we are but duft : ^ 

that the days of man are like grafs ; 15 

that he flouriftieth like a flower of the field ; 

which, when the blaft hath pafled over it, is no more, 16 

and its place is not diilingpjChable ! 

But the goodnefs of Jeii qvah is from age to age, 17 

to all thofe who revere him : 

and to their children's children his juftice extends : 

to thofe who obferve his covenant, 18 

and are mindful to praftife his precepts. 

Jehovah in the heavens hath placed his throne, 19 
but to his empire all dates are fubje£l. 

Blefs Jehovah, ye his angels ! 20 

who, excelling in power, fulfil his prdcrs ; 
obedient to the voice of his word. , 
Blefs Jehovah, all ye his boils ; ai 

his minifters, who exec5ute his will. 
Blefs Jehovah, all ye his works, 2Z 

in every place of bis dominion : 
O my foul ! blefs J:^ho vah. 

note. 

Ver. 5. Whojiilftb thee iv'uh the beft of aliments. For this I take jo 
be the true roeaniog of a fentence that has much puzzled interpreters; 
as one of the words, which I render aliments, occurs only here : but its 
meaning is, I thin-k, rcadUy afcenained from the Arabic. See C. R. 
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PSALM CIV.— al. CIIL 

This psalm is also a hymn ofprAfse, similar to tie preceding one. 
It has no title in the Hebrtgv: hut hy Sep. is ascribed " to David/' 

1 BLESS Jbhovah, O my foul ! 
Jehovah, my God ! very great art thou ! 
with glory and majefty thou art clothed ! 

2 enwrapped in light, as in a garment ! 
expanding the heavens, like a turtain ! 

3 Hooring thy chambers with waters ! 
ufing the clouds as thy chariot ! 
walking on the wings of the wind ! 

4 making the winds themfelves thy meflengers ! 
and the lightnings thy minifters ! 

5 The earth thou fixedft on its bafis, 
fo as not to be moved from its place. 

> 6 With the deep thou hadft covered it, 
as with a garment : 
the waters flood above the mountains ! 

7 At thy rebuke, they inftantly flee : 

at the voice of thy thunder, away they hafte ! 

8 They afcend the hills, — they defcend the valleys 
unto the places, which thou preparedft for them. 

9 A boundary thou fixedft, 
which they were not to repafs, 
nor return to cover the earth. 

10 Springs thou emittedft into brooks, 
running along between the mountains : 

11 where drink all the beafts of the fields ; 
where the wild-afles quench their ihirft. 

1 7, By them neftle the birds of the heavens, 
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and chant from the leafy branchei. 

The hills thou watereft from thy repofitories : 13 

replete is the earth with thy produfilionSii 

Grafs thou makeft to grow for cattle, 14 

and herbage for the fervice of mankind^ •• ' 

Out of the earth thou bringeft forth food, 

and wine that gladdens the foul of man s 15 

ointments to fmooth his (kin ; 

and bread to ftrengthen his heart. 

FulUgrown are ih€ trees of Jehovah, * • ifc" 

the cedars of l-ebanon, which he planted, 
in wlttch the birds make thei^^riei. 17 

In the fir-trees the ftork has her abode; 
the fummits of hills are for the wild-goat : 18 

and the rocks are a refuge for the mountain-moufe. 

The moon thou madeft for ftated periods r 19 

the fun knoweth when he fhould fet. ^ 

Thou bringeft darknefs, and then it is night, ao 

when the beafts of the foreft crawl forth : 
the lions, roaring for prey, 21 

and feekhig, from God, their food. 
The fun arifeth — they retreat, M 

and lie down again in their dens. 

Then, man goeth out to his Work, ' ^. 25 

and to his labour, until the eftning. 

How manifold, Jehovah ! are thy works ! 24 

and all of them thou haft difpofed with wifdom ! 
Replete is the earth with thy riches 2 
and in that great and fpacious fea, iS 

are reptiles without number ; 
animals fmall and gyeat ! 
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a6 There, glide along the (hips : 

there plays the whale, which thou formedfl:. 

27 ' All, all depend on thee, 

to have their food in due feafon. 

28 Whatever thou giveft to them, they gather. 
Opened thou thine hand? — ^they are filled with 

plenty, , 

29 Hideft thou thy face ? — they are feized with confter- 

nation ! 
Withdraweft thou their breath ?— they expire, 
and to their duft again they return. 

30 Sendeft thou forth thy fpirit ? — they are re-created ! 
and thus thou renewed the face of the earth ! 

31 The glory of Jehovah cndureth for ever: 
Jehovah rejoiceth in all his operations. 

32 If he but look at the earth, it trembleth ! 
If he touch the mountains, they fmoke. 

33 All my life, I will fing to Jehovah : 

to my GrOD I will fing pfalms, while I endure ! 

34 Ah ! may my praife be grateful to him ! 
I will, however^ rejoice in Jehovah. 

35 From the earth may all finners be exterminated : 
and may the wicked no more exift ! 

Blefs thou Jehovah ! my foul ! 
Praise-Jehovah. 

NOTES. 
-Vcr. 5. In this and the following verfes an elegant allufion is made 
to the fix days creation. Whoever fees not, or rather feels not, great 
beauties here, muft be void of all taftc.— Ver. 8. They afcenci the bills^ 
Sec. i. e. the waters partly mounted up into clouds, and partly fubfidcd 
into fcas : the former called in Gencfis the waters above the expanfc, the 
latter thofc below it. — Ver. 1 5. Out of the earth thou bringeft forth. This 

O 
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is commonly rendered x fo as to briyig forth ; or, thai he may bring firths 
but the Heb. infinitive is here, and often elfewhere, equivalent to the par- 
ticiple. See C. R. — Ver. i6. The trees of Jebo'vah : i. e. trees not planted 
by man, but by original creation : fuch as the cedars of Lebanon were 
fuppofed to be. — Ver. 1 7i 1 8. Tht flork . . . wild goat . . . mountain'inwf!* 
It is not certain, that thefe are the real equivalent names. See C. R.— 
Ver. 19. the fun knowetb when he Jhould fet. Some modem critics 
make God the nominative to the verb knowetb^ and render : he knowetb 
thefetting of the fun : a frigid and impertinent verfion, in my opinion; 
which deftroys the whole beauty of the trope; and I wonder that fuch 
men as Vcnema and Dathe could, have adopted this idea. See C. R.— 
Ver. 35. Praife- Jehovah. The word Jehovah is here abridged \uKoJabf 
and forms with the word joined to it our Hallelujah s better with the 
Greek and all other languages Alleluia* It frequently occurs afterwards : 
but I fliall every where render it Fraife -Jehovah* 

PSALM CV.— al. CIV. 

The Jirsi 16 verses of this psalm are a fart of Davids Hjmn, 
already mentioned ; and correspond with ch, 16. ver. 8—22. of 
I Chroru The conje£iure of Dathe is probable : namely ^ that some 
poet, after the return from Babylon, adapted those verses, with an 
addition of his own, to the dedication of the second temple : as the 
same, or some contemporary bard, the author of psalm 96. had aa-- 
apted another fragment of the same hymn. It has no title, cither 
in the Heb. or anticnt verfions. But Sep. followed by Vulg. and 
jirab, disjoin the word Jllelujah (^praise-jehofjhJ from the for- 
mer psalm, and place it at the head of this. 

GIVE thanks to Jkhovah ! invoke his name : i 

make known his deeds among the people : 
Sing to him — to him fing pfalms: z 

rchearfe all his wondrous works. 

Glory in his holy name : 3 

be joyful the hearts of thofe. 
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who feek unto Jehovah. 

4 Seek Jkhovah, and his power : 
Seek, continually, his countenance. 

5 Call to mind the wonders, he hath wrought— 
his miracles, and the judgnients of his mouth; 

6 ye feed of Abraham, his fervant, 

ye children of Jacob, his chofen one. 

7 HE, Jehovah, is our GoDj 
who judgeth the whole earth. 

8 He is ever mindful of his covenant, 

and his promife to the thoufandth generation : 

9 ibe covenant which he made with Abraham, 
and his oath which he gave to Ifaac : 

10 which he confirmed to Jacob, for a ftatute j 
to Ifrael, for a perpetual covenant. 

11 ^^ To thee (Jaid he) I will give the land of Chanaan, 

^^ for the lot of thine inheritance." 
1% When yet they were few in number, 

very few; and ftrangers in the place : 

13 when they were going from nation to nation, 
from one kingdom to another people ; 

14 he fuffered no man to injure them : 
nay, kings he reproved for their fake : 

I jl ^^ Touch not ffaid he) mine anointed ; 
^^ and to my prophets do no harm." 

16 Again, when he brought a famine upon the land; 
and entirely broke the ftafT of bread : 

17 he had fent a man into Egypt before them.— 
Jofeph had been fold as a flave ! 

18 His feet had been galled with fetters, 
and iron had pierced his foul ! 

o 2 
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until his prediftion came to pafsj 19 

until the word of Jehovah cleared him. 

The king, then, fent and loofened him ; zo 

the raler of the people fet him free : 
made him governor of his own houfe, 21 

the ruler over all he poffeffed! 

to reftrain his chiefs at pleafure, 22 

and to teach his fenators wifdom ! 

Then Ifrael went into Egypt ; 23 

Jacob fojournedin the land of Ham : 
wher6 Crod multiplied his people exceedingly, 24 

and made them ftronger than their enemies. 
Hence, the hearts of thefe were turned to hate bis 25 

people, 
and to aft deceitfully againft his fervants. 
He, ibeiiy fent his fervant Mofes, 26 

and Aaron whom he chofe^ bis colleague. 
Thefe (bowed his figns among them*; 27 

and his prodigies in the land of Ham. 
He fent darknefs, and bedarkened them ; a8 

yet they changed not their refolutions. 
Their waters he turned into blood ; 2^ 

and their fifties he flew ! 

Their land fwarmed with frogs; 30 

even in the private chambers of their kings ! 
He fpoke — and the beetles came 5 31 

and gnats fwarmed in all their coafts ! 
Inftead of rain, he gave them hail, ^% 

and flaftiy lightnings through all their land ! 
Their vines and fig- trees he alfo fmote, 33 

* The Egyptians. 
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and the trees of their coafts he fliivered ! 

34 He fpoke — and the locufts came, 
and crickets, without number : 

35 which ate up all the herbage in their land, 
and devoured the fruits of their foil ! 

36 He, moreover, fmote the firft-born in their land, 
< the whole prime of their man-hood vigour* 

37 He brought forth his people, with filver and gold : 
nor was there a feeble one, among all their tribes. 

38 The Egyptians rejoiced at their departure ; 
for the dread of them had fallen upon them. 

39 He fpread out a cloud for a covering to them; 
and a fire to enlighten them by night ! 

40 At their requeft, he brought quails, 
and fatisfied them with celeftial bread ! 

41 He opened the rock, and waters iffued forth ; 
in ftreams they flowed through the defert ! 

4% For he remembered his facred promife, 

which he had made to his fervant Abraham : 

43 and with joy he brought out his people; 
with triumph his chofen ones. 

44 He gave to then! the lands of nations, 

and the labours of other people they inherited : 
X 45 on condition, that they would keep his ftatutes, 
and would obferve his laws. — 

Praise-Jehovah ! 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 18. Thatjofephwasput in chains, there is no word iuGcnefis: 
fo this muft be a mere traditionary tale. Perhaps the Midianite mer- 
chants had bound him, in his way to Egypt. The metaphor of the 
iron piercing his Jbull have retained, as it is readily underflood. So 

03 
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Simeon to Mary, in Luke 2. 35. ** Through thy foul, alfo, a fword 
fhall pafs." — Ver. 28. A negative particle in this verfe has given much 
trouble to interpreters. It feems not to have been read by Sep. or Syr, 
yet it is found in the Latin Vulg. made from Sep. and in all the other 
verfions, except Syr. and Arab' which latter is a copy from Sep. — It 
would be tedious to detail here all the expedients that have been thought 
of by modern critics to remove the difficulty. Our various Englifh 
tranflations, before Green, may be fcen in Crutwell's edition of Bp. 
Wiifon*s Bible. I think that the text is not to be difturbed ; but that 
one word is to be differently pointed : This gives the congruous vcr- 
fion, which I have made of the text. See C. R. — Ver. 40. ceUftial 
bread* See the note on pfalm 78. 24, 

PSALM CVI.— al. CV. 

The suhjeB of this psalm is similar to that of the former) and it 
was frobahJy composed on the same occasion. It has no titUy hut 

PRAISE-JEHOVAH ! I 

GIVE thanks to Jehovah ; for good is he : 
for his kindnefs endureth for ever. 

Who can exprefs the exploits of Jehovah ? % 

who can difpiay all his praife- worthy deeds ? 

Happy are they, who keep to juftice; 3 

and, at all times, praftife righteoufnefs. 

Remember me, Jehovah ! when thou favoured 4 
thy people : 
vifit me with thy faving power; 

that I may fee the profperity of thine eleft j jj 

be joyful in the joy of thy people; 
and congratulate with thine heritage. 

Like our fathers, we have finned ; 6 

have done iniquitous and wicked deeds. 
Our fathers, in Egypt, confidered not thy wonders j 7 
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but, unmindful of thy numerous benefits, 
rebelled, while marching toward the Red-fea ! 

8 Yet he faved them for his own name's fake, 
that he might difplay his mighty power. 

9 He rebuked the Red-fea, and it was dried up ; 

and through the deeps he led them, as through a 
defert! 

10 From the hands of their haters he faved them, 
and refcued them from the hands of their enemies. 

11 The waters fo covered their enemies 
that not one of them was left alive. 

12 Then they believed his words, and fang his praife j 

13 but his works they fuddenly forgot j 
and waited not, patiently, 

)C for the accorrtpli/hment of h\s de^gn, 

14 For, giving way to their lufts in the Defert, 
they provoked God, in the Wildernefs. 

15 So he granted them their requeft ; 

but, at the fame timey fent a plague among them. 

16 In the camp they were jealous of Mofes, 
and of Aaron, the hallowed of Jehovah. 

17 The gaping earth fwallowed up Dathan ; 
and overwhelmed the aflbciates of Abiram ! 

18 among their aflbciates a fire was kindled, 
the flames burned up the impious ! 

19 At Horeb, they made a golden calf, 
and worfliipped a molten idol : 

ao and thus changed the God o/* their glory 
into the likenefs of a grafs-eating bull ! 

21 They forgot the God, who had faved them | 
who had done fuch great things in Egypt 5 
04 
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fuch miracles in the land of Ham j - a^ 

fuch prodigies at the Red-fea ! 

He therefore thought of deftroying them, aj 

if his chofen fervant Mofes 
had not flood before him in the breach, 
to avert his wrath from deftruftion. 

Even the defirable land they defpifed ! 24 

his word they believed not ! 

but murmured in their tents, 25 

and would not liflen.to the voice of Jehovah ! 
So he raifed his hand againft them, 26 

to make them fall in the Wildemefs : 
to make their feed fall among the gentiles, 2J 

and difperfe them in different regions. 

They wore the badges of Baal-pheor, a8 

and facrificed to lifelefs idols : 

and fo provoked hinrby their praftices, 29 

that a peftilence broke out among them. 
But Phinehas flood up, and avenged ibe crime : 30 

and thus the peflilence was reflrained : 
and this, to him, was accounted for righteoufnefs, 31 
through all future generations. 

They alfo provoked him at the waters of Meriba; 3a 
where Mofes fuffered on their account : 
for they had fo rankled his foul, 33 

that he fpoke inconfiderately with his lips ! 

They extirpated not thofe nations, 34 

accordingly as Jehovah had commanded them 2 
but mingled among the heathens, 35 

and learned their evil pra£lices. 
They even worfliipped their doleful idols : 36 
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and thus they became to them a fnare. 

37 Their fons and daughters they facrificed to demons^ 

38 and to tbofe flied the blood of the innocent — 
the blood of their own fons and daughters — ^. 
whom they facrificed to the gods of Chanaan ! 
Thus the land was contaminated with blood: 

39 they polluted themfelvcs by their mifdeeds ; 
/ and idolatrized their own delufions. 

40 Therefore, wa» the wrath of Jehovah 
enkindled againft his own people : 

his own heritage he abominated I 

41 He delivered tbem into the hands of the heathens, 
and they who hated them ruled over them ! 

412 oppreffed they were by their enemies, 

and under their hands were they humbled ! 

43 Many, many times he refcued them : 
ftill they deliberately provoked him ! 

and again were they humbled, for their iniquity. 

44 Yet, when he heard their cries, 
he regarded their affliction; 

45 remembered the covenant he had made with them, 
and relented according to his infinite bounty. 

46 He hath alfo made them objefts of compaffion, 
in the fight of all thofe who had captived them. 

47 Save us, Jehovah ! our God ! 
and gather us from among the heathens, 
to give thanks to thine holy aame, 

and to glory in praifing thee. 

48 Bleffed be Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, 
from eternity to eternity I.. 
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and let all the people fay : ^^ Amen !'* 
Praife Jehovah ! 

NOTES. 

Vcr. 7. IVbile marching t»ward the Red-fia, The prcfent text has 
" at the fea, even at the Red fea," as our tranflators render : but a word 
has been badly divided into two in the Hebrew ; and the true reading 
is prefer?ed in Sep. See C. R. — Ver. »6. So be raifeJ bis band. This 
may have been, be /wore: and in that fenfe it is generally taken by in- 
terpreters. 1 think it means here, as in fomje other places : bcfet timt 
felfagainjl tbem. 

PSALM CVII. 

This fsalm^ which is the first of the fifth division, appears to have 
been composed soon after the return from the BahyUniib captivity. 

GIVE thanks to Jehovah ; for good is he : i 

for his bounty endureth for ever ! 

So fliould fay, the redeemed by Jehovah ; % 

whom he hath redeemed from their oppreffors, 
and gathered out of the various countries ; 3 

from the eaft, the weft, the north and the fouth. 

They were wandering in folitary deferts : 4 

they could find no city to dwell in. 
From hunger and thirft, their fouls fainted in them. 5 
But, in their diftrefs, they invoked Jehovah : 6 

and from their diftrefles he delivered them. 
By a direft path he condufted them, 7 

until they came to an habitable city : 
Let them, then, praife Jehovah, for his goodnefs, 8 
and his wonderful deeds to mankind : 
fince the thirfty foul he hath fully fatisfied ; 9 

and the hungry foul he hath filled with plenty : 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



evil. THE BOOK OF PSALMS. %03 

10 thofe who fat in darknefs, and in the (hade of death, 
bound faft in the irons of affliftion. 

11 Becaufe they had difobeyed the commands of 

God, 
and contemned the counfel of the Moft-High, 

12 he humbled their hearts with hardfhip; 

they fell down, and there was none to help up ! 
' 13 But, in their diftrefs they invoked JfinovAH ; 
and from their diftrefles he delivered them : 

14 brought them out of darknefs and the fliade of death, 
and their bands he broke afunder. 

15 Let them praife Jehovah, for his goodnefs j 
for his wonderful deeds to mankind ! 

x6 For the gates of brafs he hath broken, 

and the bars of iron he hath cut afunder, 
17 Fools, becaufe of their tranfgreffions, 

and becaufe of their iniquities, were afflifted : 
3 8 all forts of food their fouls abhorred ; 

and they were touching on ^he gates of death ! 
19 But, in their diftrefs, they invoked Jehovah ; 

and from their diftrefles he delivered therfi- 
ao He fent his word — and healed them : 

and refcued them from their deftruftion. 
ai Let them praife Jehovah, for his goodnefs; 

for his wonderful deeds to mankind : 
az let them facrifice facrifices of thankfgiving, 

and with joy rehearfe his doings. 

23 Thofe, who traverfe the fea in fhips, 
who negotiate on the mighty waters--^ 

24 Thofe fee the works of Jehovah J 
and his wonders on the great deep ! 
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He biddeth — ^and the tempeft arifeth, 25 

and fwelleth high its billows ! 

they mount up to the heavens ! 26 

they fink down into the deep ! 

The fouls of the mariners 

are melted with mifery ; 

they reel and ftagger, like one drunk : 27 

and all their Ikill faileth them. 

But in their diftrefs they invoke Jehovah ; - a8 

and from their diflreffes he delivereth them. 

The ftorm he tumeth into a calm : ^9 

and tlie waves are hu(hed into filence ! 

At their ftillnefs, the mariners rejoice : 30 

for he bringeth them to their wiflied-for port ! 

Let them praife Jehovah for his goodnefs ; 31 

for his wonderful deeds to mankind. 

Let them extol him in the national congregation; ^z 

and praife him in the aiTembly of elders. 

He tumeth rivers into wildemefles ; 33 

and water-fprings into dry deferts ! 
a fruitful foil into (lerility^ 34 

for the wickednefs of its inhabitants ! 
AgaiTiyht tumeth the wildemefs into ponds of water; 35 
and the thirfty foil into water-fprings : 
which to the fami(hed he giveth for a dwelling-place, 36 
where they may rear an habitable city: 
•where they may fow fields, and plant vineyards ; 37 
which fhall yield a fruitful produce : 
for he bleflfeth, and greatly increafeth them ; 38 

and permitteth not their cattle to diminiflf. 

Others, again, decrcafe, and are humbled, 39 
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through oppreffion, affliftion and forrow. 

40 He poureth out contempt on princes, 

and maketh them wander in a pathlefs defert : 

4 1 while the deftitute he raifeth from affliftion, 
and ajugmenteth hig family, like a flock! 

4% The righteous fhallfee this, and rejoice: 
while all iniquity (hall be tongue-tied ! 

43 Let him who is wife, attend to thefe things ; 

and learn the loving-kindnefles of Jehovah ! 

NOTES. 
The beauties of this pfalm are many and (Iriking ; and need not be 
pointed out to the leaft intelligent. Ver. 8, 15, 21, 31, are the bur- 
den, or bob, of the fong ; and correfpond with ver. 6, 13, 19, 28. 
Both may have been choruses* — ^Ver. 23. This tranfition to ihips and 
the dangers of mariners is admirable. I doubt if all antiquity can pro- 
duce a better pi6ture. — Ver. 41. A// iniquity. Iniquity is here perfoni- 
fied, and denotes the iniquitous: but the abftradt is more poetical. lb. 
tongue-tiedf lit. moutb-Jbut : which, perhaps, might be not improperly 
vernaculized. 

PSALM CVIII.— al. CVII. 

Tbis psalm is composed of parts of two other psalms -, namely p 
psalm 57. 8 — 12, and psalm 60. 7 — 14. Venema thinks, not 
improbably, that it ivas occasionally compiled in the time of the 
Machabeei : it has for title, 

I A PSALM-SONG OF DAVID. 

2, MINE heart is ready, O God! (f mine heart is 

" ready :) 

to thee I will (ing and pfalmodize. 
3 Awake, my glory 1 awake, my lyre and harp ! 

I will awake the early morning ! 
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I will praife thee, Jehovah ! among the peoples : 4 

I will pfalmodize to thee among the nations. 

For magnified is thy bounty, unto the heavens; 5 

thy veracity, unto the ethereal (kies. 

Exalt thyfelf, O God ! above the heavens; 6 

manifeft thy glory over all the earth : 

That thy beloved may yet be refcued, 7 

hear — and by thy right hand fave us. 

God anfwereth, in his fanftuary ! joyful am I ! 8 

I (hall yet divide Sichem into lots ; 

and meafure out the vale of Suchoth : 

mine fliall be Gilcad, and mine Manafleh : 9 

Ephraim (hill be the helmet of mine head : 

Judah (hall be my chieftain : 

Moab (hall be my wafliing-pot : lo 

at Edom I (hall throw my flipper : 

over the Philiftincs I fhall triumph ! 

Who will condu£i me to that ftrong city? Ii 

who will condud me to Cdom ? 

Wilt thou, O God, llill rejefl: us ? 12 

and not go out with our hofts ? 

Grant thine aid, after our diftrefs : 13 

for vain is the afliftance of man. 

Through God we (hall aft valiantly : 14 

for he will tread down our enemies. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 2. f This addition is in Sep. and Syr. and in 5 MSS. and alfo 
in p.p. Pr. 57. 8.— For the reft, fee the Dotes on that pfalm anU on 
Pfalm 60. 
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PSALM CIX.— al. CVIII. 

This fsalm is generally ascribed to David', and was, prohaify, 
composed by hint during the revolt of Ahshabm, The imprecations 
seem levelled chiefly at AhithopheL St, Peter, A^s i. i6. aC' 
commodates the ivords ofver, 8. to the traitor Judas. With respe3 
to the imprecations themselves, I must refer the reader to my Critical 
Remarks: and »nly observe here, that the spirit of Judaism was 
not the spirit of Jesus. 

1 FOR THE FIRST MUSICIAJ^ : A PSALM OP 

DAVID. 

O GOD ! my glory, be no longer filent : 

2 For the wicked, and the deceitful, 
have opened their mouths againft me ; 
have fpoken of me with lying tongues. 

3 With words of hatred they perfecute me, 
and war againft me without a caufe. 

4 In return for my love, 

they are become mine adverfaries ; 
and I am their deteftation* 

5 Thus they repay me evil for good, 
and hatred for mine affeftion ! 

6 May he be tried by a wicked judge ; 

and at his right hand be placed the accufer ! 

7 When he is judged, may he be found guilty : 

and may his deprecation only aggravate his crime 1 

8 May his days be few in number, 

and may a ftranger occupy his charge ! 

9 May his children be fatherlefs, and his wife a 

widow ! 

10 May his fons be vagabonds and beggars ; 
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and, driven from their homes, feek their bread! 

May his creditor feize on all that he hath, n 

and may a ftranger plunder his fubftance ! 

May there be no one to fliow him compaffion j la 

no one to pity his orphans ! 

May his whole pofterity be cut off; 13 

in the next generation, may his name be blotted out ! 

May the iniquities of his forefathers 14 

be remembered by Jehovah : 

and may the fin of his mother 

be never blotted out ! 

May their crimes be continually before Jehovah, 1$ 

and from the earth' may their remembrance be cut off! 

Becaufe himfelf remembered not to fhow pity; 16 

but perfecuted the affliaed and deftitute, 

and fought the death of the broken-of. heart ! 

As he loved maIedi6lion, may that be his lot: 17 

as he willed not benediftion, be it far from him ! 

Be he clothed ^ith maledi£lion, as with a garment : 18 

may it enter, like water, into his bowels; 

and, like oil, may it penetrate his bones ! 

May it ftick to him like the robe that covereth him ; 19 

and like the girdle with which he is begirt !— 

May fuch, from Je h o v a h, be the reward of my foes, 20 

and of them who devife evil againft my life ! 

But do thou, Jehovah, my God ! 21 

take part with me, for thine own name's fake : 
and, out of thy Angular bounty, deliver me. 
For I am affliaed and deftitute : 2% 

and mine heart is wounded within me. 
I am going off like a declining fhadow : 23 
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like a locust I am tossed to and fro I 

My knees are feeble from fasting, 24 

and my body parched for want of oil. 

To my foes I am a Subject of reproach : 25 

they gaze at me ; they shake their heads ! 
Help me, Jehovah ! my God ! 26 

save me, for thy mercy's sake : 

that it may be known, that this is thine hand j 27 

that thou, Jehovah ! hast performed it. 
While those men curse, do thou bless : 28 

when they oppose, may they be put to shame : 
but let thy servant be filled with joy. 
May my foes be clothed with ignominy, 29 

be wrapt in their shame, as in a mantle ! 

I will loudly praise Jehovah with my mouth ; 30 
in the midst of the multitude I will praise him : 
because he standeth at the right hand of the destitute, 31 
to save him from those who adjudge him to death. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 6. May be be tried by a wicked judge* He alludes to courts 
of judicature : and wishes that his enemy may haVe a severe, nay 
wicked judge : certainly one of the greatest curses that can befal 
one.— -lb. and at bis rigbt band be placed tbe accuser / Instead of a 
friend or advocate to stand by him, let his only attendant be an ac- 
cuser. What imagery this ! But the height of the metaphor is 
in the next verse : may his deprecation only aggravate bis crime ! — 
Ver. 13. II bis name. The present text has their name: but above 
50 MS 9. with Sep. and even some copies of Chald. have, more agree* 
ably to the context, bis name, — ^Ver. 23. like a locust I am tossed to 
and fro. It is 6bserved by Shaw and other travellers that the swarms 
of locusts are easily agitated hither and thither by the shifting wind. 
Or, perhaps the pialmist alludes to their being driven about from 

F 
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place to place by fire, noise^'and other means employed by the pa>pie 
to diaperse those dreadfui ravagers. • 

PSALM ex. 

This palm seems to have been composed by David, or raiher, 
for David, hy some courtly bard : after his being JuUy established 
on his throne' at Jerusalem i after the suppression of the re- 
bellions ofAbshalom and Shebah ; and, most probably, cfler the 
imminent dxmger which he escaped in a war with the Philistines, 
2 Sam. 21. 15. when his people conjured him to go no more 
forth at the head of his armies, " lest the lamp of Israel should 
be extinguished." — Although the psalm be a very short one, it 
abounds in difficulties 5 some of which are, perhaps, insur- 
mountable, without remoulding the text in an uncommon de- 
gree. I have done the best I could to clear the way. As to its 
general purport and particular applications, I leave aU. that to 
commentators : my aim shall be to give as fair ^d literal a 
version of my original, as I can. Its title may be rendered 
either 

1 A PSALM OP DAVID j OR, A PSALM FOR DAVID. 

TO my-lord Jehovah hath said : 
^^ Sit thou still at my right hand ; 
^^ until I make thy foes thy foot-stool. 

2 ^^ Jehovah will, himself, from Zion 
^^ extend thy sceptral-power : 

^^ Rule thou, at home, in the midst of thine ene- 
" mies. 

3 ^^ Thy people, by these hallowed mountains, 
'^ shall ever be thy voluntary bulwark : 

" From affection they shall hasten to thine aid, 
*^ like the morning dew of thy youth. 

4 " J:fiHovAH hath sworn — ^nor will he repeiit t 
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*^ thou art a perpetual priest, 

" according tq the order of Melchizedeck. 

^^ Jehovah, standing on thy right hand, 5 

^^ will, in the day of his wrath, pierce those kings : 

'^ will execute justice on ^Ao^e nations : 6 

*^ will fill the field with carcasses ; 

^^ and pierce the chief of the land of Rhaba ; 

*^ wliOy because watered by a torrent in the way, 7 

'^ therefore raised high his head." 

NOTES. 

Ver. I. To my-lord. My-lord whom ? David evidently in the 
literal sense : whatever it be in the mystical. — The courtly bard,/ in 
consequence of the people's general wish, attempts to persuade the 
king not to expose his own person to the dangers of warj and intro- 
duces God himself as giving him that counsel. Be thou content to 
rule at home : I, Jehovah, will fight f^r thee : and thy people will 
spontaneously offer themselves for thy defence. This simple hypo- 
thesis makes the psalm congruous and consistent \ and removes the 
principal difficulties that seem otherwise insurmountable. — Ver. 3. 
This has been deemed a most puzzling passage ; and a variety of 
corrections of the text, and consequently of different explications, has 
been given of it- Without changing any thing in the original, (but 
one letter, and that supported by manuscript authority,) I have given 
a clear, and what I take to be the genuine meaning of the psalmist. 
I am only at a loss how to explain in an intelligible manner the last 
line : like the morning dew of thy youth, I will try, however, to make 
the reader comprehend the whole verse by a few remarks. In the 
first place, I #uppose that it is Jehovah who speaks to David through- 
out the psalm } and, with other assurances, tclls*him, that his own 
people will always freely offer themselves as a bulwark against all his 
enemies, while he remains quietly in possession of empire on \\^ holy 
hills of Jerusalem ; the same as mentioned Ps. 87. i. which corrobo- 
rates the true reading here. See C. R. — In the next place, let it be 
supposed that the war which David was now carrying on against the 
Ammonites, was that war mentioned in 1 Sam. 11. x. when << David 
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*' sent Joab and his servants against the enemy, but remained himself 
" at Jerusalem :'' where he committed those foul acts of adultery and 
murder recorded in that same chapter. However, God was recon- 
ciled to him : and Joab meantime prosecuted the war with his com- 
mon ability. He had already taken the strongest part of the chief 
city of the Ammonites, Rhaba ; when, all danger now being over, he 
begs that David may come in person, and enjoy the victory. See 
A Sam. 19. x6— 28. But how is the last line to be understood; 
namely, that David's people, from their aflfection to hasten to his aid, 
vi txt like the dew of bis youth f I answer: The poet here had the 
same idea with the author of Proverbs 19. 12. where << the king's 
favour is like dew upon the grass." The fevour and benevolence of 
David's people towards him is then fitly compared to a seasonable 
salutary dew : and it is called the dew of bis joutb, for two reasons : 
ist, because dew has a more speedy and sensible influence onyoung 
plants of every kind : and sdly, because the dew of benevolence now 
promised to him, is equal to that which the same people had testified in 
the days of his youth ; when, after his victory over the Philistine, they 
sang : *' Saul hath slain his thousands : but David his ten thousands." 
It was this peculiar favour of the people that begot Saul's jealousy. 
See 1 Sam. 18. 5, 6. and 22. 14.. Also 2 Sam. 3. 17. where Abner 
confesses that the generality of the people wished David to be their 
king. — ^Ver. 7. Here I fairly confess that I am greatly puzzled; be- 
cause I can make no tolerable sense of the original without totally 
deviating from almost every interpretation that has yet been given of 
it. It is commonly and literally rendered " He shall drink of the 
brook in the way : therefore shall he lift up his head." But who is 
he who drinks of this brook, and, in consequence of that draught, 
lifts up his head ? It is David, say some commentators, who, fa- 
tigued by the slaughter of his enemies, refreshes himself by a transi- 
tory draught from the first brook that comes in his wdy ; and then 
prosecutes his Journey with new alacrity. No, say the Christian ex- 
pository, it is Jesus Christ, whose frugal, simple, and painful lif(j 
may be fitly called drinking out of a brook ; which in Scripture lan- 
guage denotes dolours and evictions I To some modern critics neither 
of these explanations is satisfactory : they think that Jehovah is here 
the antecedent; and indeed the context would, at first sight, seem so to 
point. In this hypothesis, then, the torrent out of which he, Jebovabf 
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drinks, is a torrent of hostile blood. This seems harsh (say their op. 
ponents)^ and degradingly unworthy of God. — Not more harsh or 
un\yorthy (it is replied) than what is elsewhere said of the same 
Jehovah ; or rather, what he is made to say of himself : *' Mine 
arrows I will make drunk with blood, and with flesh my sword shall 
be satiated." Deut. 32. 42.— They also urge Ps. 58. and Ps. 6S. 24. 
where the righteous is made to '< bathe his feet in the blood of the 
wicked," and •'tinge them with the blood of his enemies." There 
appears, however, to be a considerable difference between the two 
metaphfrs; and I cannot think the idea of drinking human blood, 
much Jess of making God drink it, could enter into the mind of any 
Israelite ; to whom the eating even of the blood of beasts was strictly 
forbidden. On the other hand, I cannot think that either David or 
Jesus is the antecedent to the verbs in this comma. I think the 
nominative to both, is'the chief oi the Ammonites, just before men- 
tioned, or in his name, perhaps, the whole inhabitants of Raba ; who 
deeming themselves secure by the river that surrounded their city, 
both as being a barrier, and a reservoir of water, raised high their 
headSf and despised David's armies. But Joab having got posses- 
sion of the city of waters, they soon fell victims to the rage of the 
enemy, who took a signally cruel vengeance on them indeed ! See 
1 Siim. tj, 3 1. This is a long note ; but I see not how I could have 
shortened it, without the omission of something necessary for the. 
elucidation of my version. 

PSALM CXI.— al. CX. 

This and the tuH> following psalms are canticles of. praise ; hav- 
ing each of them at its head two Hebrew words in one, which we 
/commonhf pronounce HaUehyah. But the present and the next 
psalm have, in the original, a peculiarity of their own. The 
stanzas are arranged alphabetically, hut in a different manner 
frvm those of the preceding alphabetic pahns. Each hemistich 
or half verse begins by a different letter, according to the order of 
the Hebrew alphabet ; only the last two verses contain six letters 
instead of four. Yet these two verses might just as well have 
made three ; and then the whole of both psalms would be regular. 
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Jn hath I have plowed the letters of the Helrew alphabet hefirr^ 
their corresponding English hemistichs, leaving the verses as 
they are, 

PRAISE JEHOVAH. I 

bi. I will praise Jehovah with mine whole heart : 
3. in the convened assembly of the righteous. 
3. Great are the works of Jehovah ! 2 

T exquisite to all who delight in exploring them, 
rr. Glorious and decorous is every work of his : 3 

\ and his justice is ever consistent. 
t. Memorable he maketh his wonders : 4 

n* Gracious and compassionate is Jehovah : 
to. A booty he giveth to those who revere him : b 

*'. of his covenant he is»ever mindful. 
3. His mighty power he showed to his people ; 6 

V. by giving them the heritage of nations. 
Ti. The works of his hands are verity and justice : 7 
3» infallible are all his precepts : 

D« for ever firm and permanent : 8 

y. because made with truth and rectitude. 
* D. When to his people he sent redemption, 9 

JJ. his covenant he sanctioned for ever, 
p. Holy and venerable is his name. 
'^. The sum of wisdom is, to revere Jehovah 2 10 

©. all are highly prudent, who act thus : 
TS- their praise shall oe perpetual. 

PSALM CXII.— al. CXI. 

PRAISE JEHOVAH, 1 

ti. HAPPY the man, who revereth Jehovah : 
^. and in his precepts placeth bis chief delight. 
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2 X Powerful, on the earth, shall be his seed : 

1. for blessed shall be the race of the just. 

3 n. Wealth and affluence shall be in his house ; . 

\ and permanent tl\,e meed of his righteousness. 

4 t. From darkness, light riseth to the righteous, 
n. to the kind, the compassionate, and the just : 

5 D. Lucky shall be the man, who hath pity, and 

lendeth; 
•'. who manageth his affairs with judgment: 

6 3. for never shall such a one stagger. 

7. Everlasting shall be the memory of the j,ust : 

7 ?2. of evil fame he shall not be afraid. 

2. With a firm heart he trusteth in Jehovah : 

8 D. his heart being steady, he shall not fear; 
3^. until he see his tntmits punished : 

9 S. Because he giveth liberally to the poor, 

S. the meed of his justice shall be permanent : 
p. his horn shall be honourably exalted : 

10 1« The wicked shall see — and be grieved, 

W. shall gnash with his teeth, and pine away : 
Jl. for perishable is the hope of the wicked. 

PSALM CXIIL— al. CXIL 

1 PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

PRAISE— ye servant? of Jehovah 
praise ye Jehovah's name. 
Q Blessed be the name of Jehovah, 
from now— to all eternity ! 

3 From the rising, to the setting sun, ^ 
praised be the name of Jehovah ! 

4 High above all nations is Jehovah ! 

P4 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SI 6 THB BOOK OF PSALMS. CXIII-— CXIV. 

higher than the heaveni his glory ! 

Who is like to JsHOVAH-^ur God ? 5 

who, though dwelling so high, 

yet stoops down, to behold ^ 6 

what passeth in the heavens, and on the earth ! 

The poor he r^seth from the dust ; 7 

and from the dunghill exalteth the beggar, 
to seat him among the great ones ; 8 

among the very chiefs of his people ! 
The housewife, that was barren, he maketh 9 

a joyful mother of children I 

PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

NOTE. 

Ver. 9. The yvordt praise Jebovab at the end of this psalm are in 
Sep. Syr. Vulg. and Arab, placed at the head of next psalm : where, 
perhaps, they formerly stood. 

. PSALM CXIV.— al. CXIII. 

WHEN Israel came forth from Egypt ; 1 

the house of Jacob, from a strange-tongued nation : 
Judah became a consecrated people ; 2 

Israel Jehovah's domain. 

The sea saw his power, and fled : 3 

the Jordan backward recoiled ! 

the mountains skipped, like rams; 4 

and, like lambs, the smaller hills ! 

Why fleddest thou, O sea ! 5 

Jordan ! what made thee recoil ? 

Mountains ! why skipped ye like rams ? 6 

why, hke lambs, ye smaller hills ? 
The earth trembled at the presence of Jbhovah ; 7 

at the presence of th^ God of Jacob ; 
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8 who turned the rock into a copious lake, 
and the flint into fountains of water ! 

NOTES. 

Ver. a. Some modern translators, to get rid of a supposed anomaly 
in the text, would with one ms. read Tbou Judab becamesty &c. But 
see C. R. — ^Ver. 7. The earth trembled^ &c. This is an answer to the 
preceding queries. The present text, indeed, reads in the impera- 
tive Tremble thou earth. But all the antients, save Chald. read in 
the indicative, which the sense requires. 

PSALM CXV:— al. CXIV. 

This psalm is in 70 MSS* and some printed editions joined to 
the former : and so almost all the antient versions. But the dis^ 
similarity of style and coritents is in favour of the present division. 
It is with some degree of probability referred to the time ofHeze^ 
kiah. Comp. 2 K. 18 and 19. with Isa. 36 and 37. 

1 NOT to us, Jehovah ! not to us ; 
but to thine own name give glory : 

for the sake of thy benignity and truth. 

2 Why should the heathens have to say : 
" Where, now, is their God ?'^ 

3 Our God is in the heavens 1 

where h^ doth whatsoever he willeth. 

4 But their idols, of silver and gold, 

are the works of the hands of men. ^ 

5 Mouths they have, but speak not ! 
eyes they have, but see not ! 

6 ears they have, but bear not ! 
noses they have, but smell not 1 

7 hands they have, but handle not ! 
feet they have, but walk not ! 

nor can they utter words with their throats ! 
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Similar to them be those who make them : 8 

all such as in them put their trust. 

Btit let Israel trust in Jehovah : 9 

He is their help and their shield. 

Let the house of Aaron trust in Jehovah ; 10 

He is their help and their shield. 

Let the worshippers of Jehovah trust in Jehovah : 1 1 

He is their help and their shield. 

May Jehovah be ever mindful of us : 12 

may he bless — ^may he bless the house of Israel : 

may he bless the house of Aaron : 

may he bless his worshippers small and great ! 13 

May Jehovah accumulate blessings 14 

upon yourselves and upon your children : 
Blessed be ye by Jehovah, 15 

who made both the heavens and the earth. 
For himself he made the highest heavens : 16 

but gave the earth to the children of man. 

Jehovah, the dead praise not : 17 

none, descended into the silent grave ! 
May we, then, bless Jehovah ! 18 

from henceforth, long hereafter. 

PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

4 

NOTES. 

Ver. 12. In 40 Mss. and one printed edition, this verse begins a 
^new psalm; but wrongly. — ^Ver. 17. By comparing this passage with 
Ps. 6« 6* — 30. 10. — 88. II. and Isa. 38* 18, 19. it appears evident, 
that the Hebrews of those times had no idea of a future state of active 
sensibility. How moch more pleasing and consolatory the doctrine, 
which they afterwards learned at Babylon ; and which our divine 
master Jesus made the great basis of his gospel! — ^Ver. it. fram 
hencefortbf long hereafter. The words which I render long bereaftery 
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are commonly translated and for evermore. But the context here, as 
often elsewhere, requires a limitation of the Hebrew term ; which 
denotes, like the Latin word olim^ any length of time, prior or poste- 
rior. -tThe psalmist wishes that he may live lon^ to j^^ise Jehovah 5 
since that praise must end with death. 1 



PSALM CXVL— al. CXV. 

This psalm may have been composed hy HeaeUah, dfter his 
recovery from the sickness mentioned in Isa, 38. 

1 I DEARLY love Jehovah ; 
Who hath heard my supplication. 

2 Since HE to me hath inclined his ear, 
HIM I will invoke, during all my days. 

3 The snares of death had ^encompassed me, 
enclosed me had the toils of Hades : 

distress and anguish I experienced : . 

4 when I tkiis mocked J he name of Jehovah : ^ >u.-r^4.' ? P ■ 
^^ Jehovah ! preserve my life !" 

5 Gracious and just is Jehovah ; 
and kindly compassionate is our God ! 

6 Jehovah preserveth the simple : 
low, low was I, when he saved me. 

7 Return, my soul, to thy wonted tranquillity : 
for to thee hath Jehovah been gracious. 

8 From death thou hast delivered my soul ; 
from mine eye thou hast wiped the tear ; 
and from slipping thou hast kept my foot ! 

9 Hence I yet walk before Jehovah : 
in the regions of the living. 

10 Jw ^Aee I always trusted : 

although I thought I was grievously afflicted i 

1 1 although I, too rashly; imagined 
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that every man was a liar ! 

What, then, shall I render to Jehovah, IS 

for all his favours bestowed on me ? 

The cup of thanksgiving I will bear about, 1 3 

and the name of Jehovah I will invoke. 

My vows to Jehovah I will pay, 14 

in the presence of all his people. . 

Precious in the eyes of Jehovah 1 5 

is the life of all his worshippers. 

Surely, Jehovah ! because I an(i thy servant, 16 

thy servant and the son of thine hand-maid : 

thou hast now loosened my fetters. 

To thee, then, I will sacrifice a sacrifice of praise ; 17 

and the name of Jehovah I will invoke. 

My vows to Jehovah I will pay, 18 

in the presence of all his people : 

in the courts of the house of Jehovah : 1$) 

in the midst of thee, Jerusalem ! 

praise jehovah. 

notes. 

Vcr. 9. I yet tbalk before Jebovab^ &c. i. e. I am yet a living man, 
capable of serving the Lord, and perforniing the regal functions as 
usual. The prophet Isaiah had threatened Hetekiah on the pan of 
Ood with sudden death \ but, in consequence of his pious prayer, he 
was reprieved for fifteen years. Some, however, render thus : •* I 
" will henceforth regulate my life by the h.it of God." See C. R.— 
Ver. 10. This verse in Sep. and in the versions made from it, begins 
a new psalm. — ^Ver. 11. I imagined that every man was a liar. He 
seems evidently to allude to the promise of recovery made by Isaiah, 
by applying ** a lump of figs to the sore j*' the effcjct of which he 
seems very much to have doubted of, Seelsa. 38. 21. — Ver. 13. Tbe 
cup of tbanksgi*ving, lit. of salvation. He means the gteat libation cup 
that was used in eucharistic sacrifices, and commuziicated to the guests 
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by the chief persons present. In a similar sense Paul calls the comma 
nion-cup of the New Testament the cup of benediction, i Cor. lo. i6. 

PSALM CXVII.— al. CXVI. 

Thks, too, is a psalm of praise, but a very short one, The^ oc- 
casion ofi^s being composed is uncertain. 

1 PRAISE Jehovah, all ye nations ! 
celebrate him, all ye peoples ! 

2 because great to us hath been his bounty : 

and because everlasting is the veracity of Jeho« 

VAH ! 

PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

PSALM CXVIIL— al. CXVII. 

I find no person to whom the subject of this psalm is mjore ap* 
plicable than Hezekiah, Others, to the time qf the Machabees. 

1 GIVE thanks to Jehovah ; for good is he t 
for everlasting is his benevolence ! 

2 Let all Israel repeat 2 

^^ For everlasting is his benevolenbe !" 

3 Let the house of Aaron repeat : 

'^ For everlasting is his benevolence !" 

4 Let all his worshippers repeat : 

^^ For everliastittg is his benevolence !" 

5 In my distress I invoked JbHovah : 
and he largely answered mine expectation. 

6 Jehovah on my side, I will never fear 
aught of all that man can do to me. 

7 Jehovah my chief auxiliary, 

I shall see the confusion of my foe$. 

8 It is better to rely on Jehovah^ 
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than to trust in mankind : 

it is better to rely on Jehovah, 9 

than to trust in the great. 

Many nations beset me round : . 10 

but through Jehovah's aid I repulsed them. 
Again, and again, they beset me round : '11 

but through Jehovah's aid I repulsed them. 

They beset me round like bees ; 12 

they are quenched as the fire of thorns ; ' 

for through Jehovah's aid I repulsed them. 

Thou bast thrust sore^at me that I might fall : 13 

but JsHOVAH-helped me. 

Jehovah is my strength and song, 14 

and is become ray salvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation 15 

is in the tabernacles of the righteous : 

the right hand of Jehovah doeth valiantly. 

The right hand of Jehovah is exalted : 15 

the right hand of Jehovah doeth valiantly. 

I shall not die, 17 

but live, and declare the works of Jehovah. 

Jehovah hath chastened me sore : 18 

but he hath not given me over unto death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness : 19 

1 will go into them : I will praise Jehovah : 

This gate of Jehovah, 20 

into which the righteous shall enter. 

* The last sheets of manuscript which Dr. Geddes sent to the 
Printer, a few days before his death, extended to the eleventh verse of 
this psalm. The continuation of the work is printed from an inter- 
leaved copy of the Psalms from Wilson s Bible, with many corrcc- 
tiont in the handwriting of Dr. Geddes. 
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21 I Will praise thee : 

for thou hast heard me^ and art become my salva- 
tion. 

22 The stone which the builders refused 

is become the head stone of the corner. 

23 This is Jehovah's doing j . 
it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the ddy which Jehovah hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

e5 Save now, I beseech thee, O Jehovah ! 

O Jehovah, I beseech thee, send now prosperity^ 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of Jehovah : 
we have blessed you out of the house of Jehovah. 

27 God is Jehovah, who hath showed us light : 
bind the sacri^ce with cords, unto the horns of the 

altar. 

28 ^ Thou art my God, and thee I will prsdse : 

thou art my God, thee I will exalt. 

29 Give thanks unto Jehovah, for good is he : 
for everlasting is his benevolence. 

PSALM CXIX. 

TMs is another alphabetic psalm ; but of a different construe^ 
tionfrom all the preceding ones. Each of the 22 Hebrew letters ha^ 
eight stanzas or verses under it ; that is, the first eight stanzas be* 
gin with fin aleph^ the 2d eight with a beth^ and so on to the end. 
But that the redder may have a clearer idea of the mechanism of 
this curious composition, thave placed at the head of each octrain 
the name of its respective letter, and its Hebrew form at the be-- 
ginning of every line, stanza, or verse, beginning by that letter. 
For the rest, the psalm itself is a continual ring on owe, or two 
ideas ."-^the excellence of the divine laws, and the felicity of those 
who observe them. The aim of the ingenious bard seems to have 
been, to try in how many various shapes, and with what copious- 
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ness of words, he could express those ide^. By Fenema and Mi» 
chaelis U is ascribed to David, before his elevation to the throne, 
J take it, as well as all the other alphabetic psalms, to be a much 
more modem composition. See C.R.— 

ALEPH. 

M. HAPPY they, who in the path of innocence 1 

walk according to Jehovah's law. 

H. Happy they who observe his testimonies j 3 

and seek him with their whole heart. 

M. For they who walk in his ways, commit no evil. 3 

M. Thou (O Jehovah) hast commanded us 4 



BETH. 

^. How shall a young man purify his morals ; 9 

but by regulating them according to thy word ? 

1* With my whole heart I have sought thee : Ip 

suffer me not to stray from thy commandments. 

2. In my heart I have treasured thy words, ii 
that I may not sin against thee. 

3. Blessed art thou, O Jehovah, 12 
who hast taught me thy statutes. 

a. With my lips I recount all thy decrees. 13 

a. In the way of thy testimonies I rejoice, 14 

as muGh as in all riches. 
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15 Ir I will meditate in thy precepts, 

wd baye respect unto thy way?. 

16 a. I will delight myself in thy statutes : 

I will not forget thy word. 

GHIMEL. 

17 3. Deal bountifully wjth thy servant^ 

that I may live, ^d keep thy word. 
}S 3. Open thou mine eyes, 

that I may behold wondrous things pint of thy 
law. 
19 . i. lamsL stranger in the earth : 

t^de not thy.commandmi^nts from me. 
f i. My soul bre^ketfi for ;thie lon^ng 

i tks^it hath unto4by judgments al all times. , 

91 i. Thw h^st riebuked the Accursed proud, 

. i \y)io err firona thy conunandments. 

92 a« Remove from me reproach and contempt 3 

since I have kept fby testimonies. 
$^ a. When chiefs sat and spoke against me, 

thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 
9^ A. Thy testimonies also are my delight-s-^ 

my counsellers. 

DALETH. 

25 1. My sou^ cleaveth unto the dust : 

revive thou me according to thy ;word. 
?6 1. I have declared my ways, and thou hearde^l, 
me: 
teach me thy statutes. 
27 1. Make me to understand the way of thy pre- 
cepts: 
SQ ^hall J trtk of thy wondrous works. 
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1. My soul melteth for heaviness : - 98 

strengthen thou me according unto thy word. 
1. Remove from me the way of lying : ' 29 

and grant me thy law grabiously. 
1. I have chosen the way of truth : 30 

thy judgments have I laid before me. 
n. I have ^tuck unto thy testimonies : 31 

O Jehovah, put me not to shame, 
n. I will run the way of thy commandments, 32 

when thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

HE. 

n. Show mcj O Jehovah, the way of thy statutes ; 33 

and I shall keep xti it unto the end. 
n Give me Understanding, and I' shall keep thy law j 34 

yea, I shall observe it wiih my whole hedf t!^ ''- 
n. Mal^ me to go in the path: of thy command- 35 
ments; : ' .;: 

for therein do I delight, 
n. Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, - 36 

and not to covetousness. 
n. Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity 5' 31 

and quicken ^hou me in thy way. 
n. Stablish thy word unto thy servant, 38 

who is devoted to thy fear, 
n. Turn away my reproach which I fear : S9 

for thy judgments are good. 
n. Behold, I have longed after thy precepts : 40 

quicken me in thy righteousness. 

VAU. 

\ Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Jehovah, 41 
even thy salvation, according to thy word. 
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49 1. So shall I have wherewith to answer hiiri ihat 
reproacheth me : 
Ibr I ti'ust in thy word* ' ' < • 

43 1. And take Hot the word of truth utterly OUt of my 

nlouth; . ' r : 

for I have hoped in thy judgments. 

44 *). So shall I keep thy law continually, 

for ever and ever. • , ^ t; 

45 1. And I will walk at liberty : . . • ' 

• fdi^ I se^thjr precepts. 

46 V twilt speak of tfey ^slimonies also before kings^ 

and will not be ashamed. - > ». i 

47 1- And I will delight myself in thy commandments^ 

which I have tevcd. . v'; \- » 

48 \ My hands also will I lift Up uiUO. thy command- 
''* • ttents, ■ :■'■■- -i ■ ': - '.'■ ■...I ■ . ■ .': 

which I have loved j • '— . ' i . 
c ^nd I will meditate in thy statutes. 

49 • t. Remember the promise to thy ^rvant^ 

• u^on which thou hast -madeiWs rely, ' 
kO t. This is my comfort in my affliction t ' 

for thy word reviveth me. * 
51 t. Though the prOud hive had me greatly in derir 
sion; • ; . ' . i' . .' 

yet have I not declined from thy JaW. • 
59 t. I remembered thy judgtntots^f 4^0 JtcHO- 

• yAni ' • ■■■■- ^i ■ ' *'•■'■•. ';: .i' .*". 

and havC' comforted myself« i J 

53 t. Horror hath taken ^hold upon me, 1^ i 

because of the wtcked tbat.forsikc thy law. 
a9 
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!. Thy statutes have been my songs ^4^ 

in the house of my pilgrimage* 
t. I have remembered thy name, JshovaHi 55 

in tbe nigbtji and have kept thy law. 
t. This I had, because I kept thy precepU, 56 

HBTH* 

rr. Thou art my portion, O Jehovah t 57 

I have said that I would keep thy words, 
n. I entreated thy favour with my wjicje heart : 58 

be anesciful unto me according to thy wordu 
n. I thought on my yrayft, 59 

and tiinied ii^ippt vMato thy tiestiiBjkonw, 
n, I made haste, and delaywl 0ot, Co 

to IpM^ thy coomaildm^llts. 
n. The bands of the wicked have robbed »e : 6l 

ha I have uot forgotten thy law. 
n. At midnight I rise to giye ^a^aks unto fchi^^ M 

because of thy righteous judgments, 
n. I associate with all thy worshippers, 63 

and with tihotfe who jkef^ thy coiapanandiments. 
n. The earth, O JrapvAH^ is fmU x)f thy mercy : 64. 

teach me thy statutes. 

T^TH. 

B. . Thou hast dcaled well with thy servant, O 65 
Jb^ovah^ I 

according unto thy word.. 
B. Teach me good judgment and knowle^e : 66 

for I have believ^ thy cQixisEiandmeol&. 
VL Before I was afflicted, I went astr^ty : 67 

but Aow I keep thy wordt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CXIX. THB BOOK OP FSALMt. SS9 

68 ID. Thou art go6^y and does! good :> 

teach me thy statutes. 

69 to. The proud bav^ forged a lie against me : 

but 1 will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 

70 to. Their heart is curdled like milk : 

hui I delight in thy law. 

71 to. It is good for me that I have be^i afflicted $ 

that I might learn thy statutes. 
7S ID. Better to me is the law of thy mouthy 
than thousands of gold and silver. 

JOD. 

73 ^. Thy hands have made me and fashioned me : 

give me understanding, that I may learn thy 
commandments. \ 

74 *». They that fear thee will be glad when ^hcy sec pae ; 
^ because I have hoped in thy word. ^ v. 

75 *»• Iknow,OJEHOVAH,thatthyjadgmentsareright, 

and thai thou in faith fulness hast afflicted me. 

76 *^. Let, I pray thee^ thy merciful kindness be for 

my comfort, : , 

according to tliy word unto thy servant. 

77 *t. Let thy tender mercies come unto m&, that I 

may liv€: . . , -; 

' for thy law is my delight. 

78 *^. Let the proud be ashamed ; 

for they dealed perversely with me without a cause : 
but I will meditate in thy precepts. . 

79 *'. Let those that fear thee turn unto me, 

and those that have known thy testimonies* 
80 *'. Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; 
that I be not ashan^ed. 
a3 
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CHAPH, 

5. My 801^ fainteth for thy salvatioii : ' 81 

but in thy promise J put iny trust; 
3. Mine 6yes fail for thy word, saying, 89 

When wilt thou comfort me? 
3. For I am become like a skin bottle in the stnoke ; 83 

,yef do I not forget thy statutes. ■ < ^ . ; 

3. How many are the days of thy servant ? 84 

when wilt ihou execute judgment on them that 
persecute me? 
3. The proud have digged pits for me, 85 

who a^e ?iot after thy law. 
5. AU thy commandments are faithful : 8(5 

they persecute me wrongfully; help thou me. 
3. They had almost consumed me upon earth; sj 

but Iforsook'not thy precept?. 
3* Quicken me after t;hy loving-kindness; 88 

so shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth, 

7. For ever, O Jehovah, thy promise ' 89 

is settled in the heavens. 
7. Thy fidelity is unto all generations : 90 

thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 
b# They continue this day according to thinfe ordi- 91 
nances; 

for all are thy servants. 
7, Unless thy law had been my delights, * 99 

I should then have perished in mine affliction* 
7. I will never forget thy precepts: gg 

for by them thou revivest mc. • ^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



eXlX^ THE fiOOK OF PSALMS, 231 

04 V. I am thine^ save me; 

for I have sought thy precepts. 
95 7. The wicked have waited for me to destroy me : 

but J will consider thy testimonies. 
06 7. I have seen an end of all perfection : 

but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

97 ^. O how love I thy law ! 

it is my meditation all the day. 

98 D. Thou hast made me wiser than any of mine 

enemies^ , 

through thy precepts which are ever in my mind. 

99 12* I have more understanding than all my teachers ; 

for thy testimonies are my meditation. 

100 D. I understand more than the ancients^ 

because I keep thy precepts. 

101 O. I have refrained my feet from every evil way, 

that I might keep thy word. 

102 12. I have not departed from thy judgments: 

for thou hast taught me. 

103 D. How sweet are thy words unto my taste 1 

yea^ sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

104 D. Through thy precepts I get understanding : 

therefore, every false way I detest, 

NUN. 

105 3- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 

and a light unto my path. 

106 3. I have sworn, and I will perform it, 

the observation of thy righteous judgments. 

107 3- I am afflicted very much : 

quicken me, Jehovah, according to thy word. 
a 4 ' 
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3. Accept^ I beseech {thee, the freewUl'Dfierings of lOd 
my mouth, O Jbhoyah, 
and teach me thy judgments. 
3* My soul is continually in my hand : 109 

yet do I not forget thy law. 
3. The wicked have laid a snare for me: 110 

yet I erred not from thy precepts. 
3. Thy testimonies have I taken as a perpetual 111 
heritage: 
for they are the delight of my heart. 
3« I have inclined mine heart to perform thy sta- II i 
tutes alway, 
even unto the end. 

SAMBCH. 

D. I hate vain thoughts : 113 

but thy law do I love. 
D. Thou art my shelter and my shield : 1 14 

I hope in thy word. 
D. Depart from me, ye evil-doers: 115 

for the precepts of my God I will observe. 
D. Uphold me according unto thy word, that I I16 
may live: 

and let me not be ashamed of my hope. 
D. Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: 11/ 

\ and I will have respect unto thy statutes continually. 
D. Thou treadcst down all those who err from thy 1 18 
statutes: 

for. their deceit is falsehood. 
D. The wicked of the earth thou rejectest like dross : 1 19 

therefore I love thy testimonies, 
p. Myfleshtrembleth forfear of theej ' 120 

and of thy judgmenu' I am afraid. 
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Aik. 

121 y . Judgment and j us tice I have done : 

leave me not to mine oppressors. 
123 y. Be surety for thy servant for good : 

let not the proud oppress me. 

1 23 y . Mine eyes Tail for iky sialvatibh, 

and for the word of thy righteousness, 

1 24 y . Deal with thy servant according to thy mercy, 

and teach me thy statutes. 

125 y. I flm thy servant: give mt understanding, 

that I may know thy testimonies. 

126 y: It is time for ihee, Jehovah, to act: 

for they have macte void thy law. 

127 y. 1 love thy commandments above gold ; 

yea, above fine gold. 

128 V. Therefore I esteem all thy all-righteous pre- 

cepts; 
and I hate every faliSe way. 

PHE. 

129 B. Wonderful are thy testimonies : 

therefore my soul keepeth them. 
ISO' D. The entrance of thy words giveth light 5 
it giveth understanding unto the simple. 

131 D.I opened my mouth, and panted : 

for I Ipnged for thy commandments. 

132 D- Look thou upon me, and he mercifiil unto m^, 

as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
name. 

133 D. Regulate my steps according to thy word; 

and let no iniquity have dominion overmc. 
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D. Deliver me from the oppression of man: . 134 

so will I keep thy precepts. 
D. Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; ' 135 

and teach me thy stiatutes. 
D. Rivers of waters run downtnine eyes, 136 

because thy law is not bbserved. 

TSADE. " 

2. Righteous or/ thou, O Jehovah, 137 

and just are thy judgments. 
2(. Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded 138 

are righteous and very faithful. 
S* My zeal hath consumed me, 139 

because mine enemies have forgotten thy words. 
S. Thy word is very pure : 140 

therefore thy servant loveth it. 
S. I am small and despised : 141 

yet do not I forget thy precepts. 
S. Thy justice M eternal justice, \43 

and thy law is truth itself. 
S. Trouble and anguish have takei^ hold on tne : 143 

yet thy commandments are my delights. 
S. Eternal is the justice of thy testimonies: 144 

give me understanding, that I may live. 

KOPH. 

p. I cry with my whole heart; 145 

hear me, O Jehovah : I will keep thy statutes. 
p. I cry unto thee; 146 

save me, and I will keep thy testimonies, 
p. I prevent the dawning of the morning, and crj' : 147 
» I hope in thy word. 
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148 p. Mine eyes prevent the night watches, 

that^ may meditate in thy word. 

149 p. Hear my voice according unto thy loving-kind- 

ness: 

Jehovah, quicken me according to thy jus- 
tice. ■ , 

150 p. They are near who follow mischief : 

but far from thy lav^. 

151 p. Thou, Jehovah, to me art nigh; 

and all thy commandments are truth* . 

152 p. Concerning thy testimonies, 

1 have known of old that thou hast founded 
them for ever. ^ 

resh. 

153 ■^. Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: 

for I do not forget thy law. 

154 ■^. Plead my cause, and deliver me: 

quicken me accQrding to thy word. 
J 55 ■^. Salvation w far from the wicked: 

. for they seek not thy statutes. 
156 ■^. Great are thy tender mercies, O Jehovah : 

revive me according to thy justice. 
p^ ■^. Though many are my persecutors and enemies; 

yet deqline I not from thy testimonies. 
J 53 1. I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; 

because they kept not thy word. 

159 S. Consider how Hove thy precepts: 

quicken me, O Jehovah, according to thy 
loving-kindness. 

160 1- Faithful was thy word Jrom the begining: 

and every one of thy righteous judgments en^ 
dureth for ever. 
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BUltl. 

W* Chiefs have persecuted me Without a cauSe: 101 

yet my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 
C I rejoice at thy word, 162 

as one that findeth great spoil. 
0. Lying I hate and abhor: 163 

but thy law do love. 
©. Seven times a day do I jpraise thee, j 164 

because of thy righteous judgments. 
VJ. Great peade have they who love thy law : 165 

and nothing sh^ ofiend them. ^ 

tJ. JbhoVah, 1 have hoped for thy salvation, 166 

and done thy commandments. 
©. My soul hath kept thy testimonies j 167 

and I love them exceedingly. 
©. I have kept thy piicepts and thy testimonies : 168 

for all my ways are before thee. 

■ r . 

tHAXJ. 

T)* Let my cry approach thee, t) JteHOVAH : ifel^ 

give me understanding according to thy word* 
T^ Lbt my supplication come before thee : ^ 1 70 

deliver me according to thy Word. 
f\. My lips shall utter praise, ; Ht 

when thou hast taught me thy statutes. 
Jl. My tongue shall speak of thy Word: 174 

for all thy commandments we righteousness, 
jn. Let thine hand help me; 17$ 

for I have chosen thy precepts, 
jr^. I have longed for thy salvation, O Jehovah j 174 

aiid thy law is my delight, 
f). Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee: 17^ 

and let thy judgthents help me. 
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§eek thy servant; since I forget v\o\ ^y cpiyi-r 
xnaiMlin^^tf. 

S ALM CXX. 

1 ' A SONG OF DEGREES. 

IN my distress I cried unto Jehovah^ 
and he heard me^ 

2 Deliver my soul, O Jehovah, from lying lips, 
and from a deceitful tongue. 

3 What sha]l be given unto Ihee? 

or what shall be done unto thee, thou felse Jangue^ 

4 Sharp arrows of tfie mighty, 
with coals of juniper. 

5 Woe is n|e, that I sojourn in Mesecli, 
/Afitf I Awdl in the tents of Kedar 1 

6 My soul hatli long dw^ with him 
that hatelh peace. 

7 I am for peace ; 

but when I speak, they are for w^r. 

PSALM CXXI. 

1 A SOHO OF PSaHl^B^. 

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto Ae hills, 
from whetiee cometh my help. 
^ " My help cometh from Jehovah, 
who made heaven and «arth. 

3 He -will not suflFer thy foot to he ^lovcd : 
he that keepeth thee wU fU)t clumber. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 Jehovah is thy keeper : 

Jehovah is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
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The sun shall not smite thee by day, S 

nor the moon by night. 

Jehovah shall preserve thee from all evil t 7 

he shall praserve thy soul. 

Jehovah shall preserve thy going out and thy com- 8 

ing in, 
from this time fifflptb, smd even for evermore* 

PSALM CXXII. 

A SONG OF DEGREES OF DAVID. " 1 

I WAS glad when they said unto me. 
Let us go into the, house of Jrhqvah. 
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 2 

Jerusalem. ; . 
Jerusalem i§ builded asacity that is compact together: 3 
whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jehovah— 
there is the testimony of Israel — * . 4 
to ^ve thanks unto the name of Jehovah. 

For there are set thrones of judgment, 5 

the thrones of the house of David'. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : q 

they shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, j 

awf prosperity within thy paJftqes. . : 

For my brethren and companions' sakes, g 

1 will now say, Pea^e ieyviihin thee. 

Because of the house of Jehovah our GoD> 9 

I will seek thy good. 

PSALM eXXIIL 

A SONG OF DEGREES* 

UNTO thee lift I up mine ej€s, ' 1 

O thou that dwellest in the heavens. 
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2 . Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand 

of their masters, ' . 

und as the eyes of a maiden unto the b^ of her 

mistress; 
so our eyes wait, upoti Jehovah our God, 
until that he have mercy upon ug, . 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Jeiiovah^ have mercy 

upon us: ! 

for we are exceedingly filled wilh contempt. 
4^ Our soul is exceedingly filled 

with the scorning of those that are atle^ie, 
and with the contempt of the proud. 

PSALM 6xXIV. 

1 A SONG OP DEGREES OP DAVID. : 

IF it had not leen Jehovah who was on our side, 
, now may Israel say; . 
S If it had not been Jehovah who was on our side, 
when men rose up against us : 

3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, ' 
when their wrath was kindled against us : 

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, • » 
the stream had gone over our soul : 

5 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul* 

6 Blessed be Jehovah, 

who hath not given us o^ a prey to their teeth. 

7 Our soul is escaped as a bird 
out of the snare of the fowlers : 

the snare is broken, and we are escaped. 

8 Our help is in the name of Jehovah, 
who made heaven and earth. 
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PSALM CXXV. 

A SONG OF DEOEkSS. 

THEY that trust in Jehovah shallhedA mount Sion^ i 
which cannot be removed^ hut abideth for ever. 
As the mountains are round about Jerusdem^ S 

so Jehovah is round about his people^ 
from henceferdi even for ever. 
For the rod of the wicked shall not rest 3 

upon the lot of the righteous ; 
lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. 
Do good^ O Jehovah^ unto those that be good^ 4 

acid to them that are upright in their hearts. 
As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways^ 5 
Jehovah shalj lead them forth with the workers of ini- 

qiuty; 
hit prosperity shall he to Israel. 

PSALM CXXVL 

A SONG OF DEOREES. 

WHEN Jehovah turned |i^n the cfpjdvijty of Sion, \ 
we were like tfeeffi that dreapi. 

Then was our mouth fi)|ed w^I^ Iwighter^ 9 

and our tongue with ^nging: 
then said itfcey aipo^g the heathen^ 
Jehovah hath done great things for them. 
Jehovah b^ done great things for us^ 3 

whereof ^t are glad. 

Turn again our captivity, .0 J;BHoyAIZi * 

as the streams in the eK>uth.. 

They that sow in tears * 

shall reap in joy. 
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6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves. 

PSALM CXXVII. 

A SONO OF DEGREES FOR SOLOMON. 

1 EXCEPT Jehovah build the house, 
they labour in vain that build it : 
except Jehovah keep the city, 

the watchman waketh hut in vain. 

2 It is vain for you to rise up early, 
to sit up late, 

to eat the bread of sorrows : 
for 80 he giveth his beloved sleep. 

3 Lo, children are an heritage of Jehovah : 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 

4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man ; 
so are children of the youth. 

5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them s 
they shall not be ashamed, 

but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate. 

PSALM CXXVIIL 

A SONG OF DEGREES. 

1 BLESSED is every bne that feareth Jehovah 2 

that walketh in his ways. 
« For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : 

happy shalt thou be, 

and it shall be well with thee. 
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Thy wife shaU be ta a. fruitful vine 3 

by the sides of thine house : 

thy children like olive-plants 

round about thy table. 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed 4 

that feareth Jehovah. 

Jehovah shall bless thee out of Sion : 5 

and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem 

all the days of thy life. 

Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, 6 

and peace upon Israel. 

PSALM CXXIX. 

A SOMO OF DEGREES. 

MANY a time have they afflicted me from my youth, 1 
may Israel now say : 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth : S 
yet they have not prevailed against, me. 
The plowers plowed upon my back : 3 

they made long their furrows. 

Jehovah is righteous : 4 

he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 
Let them all be confounded and turned back, i 

that hate Sion. 

Let them be as the grass upon th.e house-tops, 6 

which withereth afore it groweth up : 
wherewith the mower filleth not his hand ; 7 

nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom. 
Neither do they which go by say, 8 

The blessing of Jehovah be upon you : 
we bless you in the name of Jehovah. 
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PSALM CXXX. 

A SONO OF DEGREES. 

1 OUT of the depths have I cried unto thee, 

O Jehovah ! 
9 Jehovah, hear my voice : 

let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my sup- 
plications. 

3 If thou, Jehovah, shouldest mark iniquities, . 

Jehovah, who shall sUnd ? 

4 But there is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared. 

5 I wait for Jehovah, 
my^soul doth wait, 

and in his word do I hope. 

6 My soul i£/ai/e/A for Jehovah 

more than they that watch for the morning : 

1 say, more than they that watch for the morning. 

7 Let Israel hope in Jehovah : 

for with Jehovah there is mercy, 
and with him is plenteous redemption. 

8 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

PSALM CXXXI. 

A SONO OF DBORBES OF DAVID. 

I JEHOVAH, my heart is not.haughty,^ 

nor mine eyes lofty : 

neither do I exercise myself in great matters, 

or in things too high for me. 
S Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, 

R 2 
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as a child that is weaned of his mother : 

my soul 15 even as a weaned child. 

Let Israel hope in Jehovah 3 

from henceforth and for ever. 

PSALM CXXXIL 

A SONG OF DEGRBES. 

JEHOVAH, remember David, and all his afflictions : 1 
How he sware unto Jehovah, 2 

and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob ; 
Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, 3 
nor go up into my bed ; 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, 4 

or slumber to mine eye-lids, 

until I find out a place for Jehovah, 5 

an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah : 6 

we found it in the fields of the wood. 
We will go into his tabernacles : J 

we will worship at his footstool. 

Arise, O Jehovah, into thy rest ; 8 

thou, and the ark of thy strength. 
Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness j g 

and let thy saints shout for joy. 

For thy seryant David's sake, 10 

turn not away the face of thine Anointed. 
Jehovah hath sworn in truth unto David ^ 1 1 

he will not turn from it : 

Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
If thy children will keep my covenant 12 

and my testimony that I shall teach them, 
their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore* 
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13 For Jehovah hath chosen Sion; 
he hath desired it for I^is habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever : 
here will I dwell ; 

for I have desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provision : 
I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation : 
and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

17 There will I make the horn of David to bud : 
I have ordained a lamp for mine Anointed. 

18 His enemies will I clothe with shame : 
but upon himself shall his crown flourish. 

PSALM CXXXIII. 

A SONG OF DEGREES OF DAVID. 

1 BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it is 

for brethren to dwell together in unity ! 
S ' It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 

that ran down upon the beard, 

even Aaron's beard : 

that went down to the skirts of his garments; 
3 As the dew of Hermon, 

fd as the dew that descended upon the mountains 
of Sion: 

for there Jehovah commanded the blessing, 

even life for evermore. 

PSALM CXXXIV. 

A SONO OF DEGREES. 

BEHOLD, bless ye Jehovah, 
all ye servants of Jehovah* 
which by night stand in the house of Jehovah. 

R 3 
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Lift up your bands in the sanctuary^ 2 

and bless Jehovah. 

Jbhovah^ that made heaven and earthy - S 

bless thee out of Sion. 

PSALM CXXXV. 

PRAISE ye Jehovah. 1 

Praise ye the name of Jehovah : 
praise him, O ye servants of Jehovah. 
Ye that stand in the house of Jehovah, f 

in the courts of the house of our Grod, 
Praise ye Jehovah ; 3 

for Jehovah is good : 
sing praises unto his name ; 
for ii is pleasant. 

For Jehovah hath chosen Jacob unto himself, 4 

and Israel for his peculiar treasure. 
For I know that Jehovah is great, 5 

and that our Jehovah is above all gods. 
Whatsoever Jehovah pleased, 6 

that did help heaven and in earth, 
in the seas, and all deep places. 

He causeth the vapours to ascend 7 

from the ends of the earth j 
he maketh lightnings for the rain ; 
he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries. 
Who smote the first-bom of Egypt, 8 

both of roan and beast. 
fVho sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, 9 

O Egypt, 
upon Pharoah and upon all his servants. 
Who smote great nations, I^ 
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and slew mighty kings; 

1 1 Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and Og king of Bashan, 

and all the kingdoms of Canaan 3 

12 And gave their land far an heritage, 

an heritage to the l-sraelites, his own people. 

13 Thy fame, O Jehovah, is eternal ! 

and thy memorial, O Jehovah, throughout all 
generations, 

14 For Jehovah will judge his people, 

and he will repent himself concerning his servants. 

15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, 
the work of men's hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak not j 
eyes have they, but they see not : 

17 They have ears, but they hear not \ 
neither is there any breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto them. 
% 50 19 every one that trusteth in them. 

19 Bless Jehovah, O house of Israel : 
bless Jehovah, O house of Aaron : 

^0 Bless Jehovah, O house of Levi : 

ye that fear Jehovah, bless Jehovah^ 

21 Blessed be Jehovah out of Sion, 
which dwelleth at Jerusalem, 
Praise ye Jehovah. 

PSALM CXXXVL 

1 O GIVE thanks unto Jehovah, for he is good : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 O give thanks unto the Gop of gods : 
for his jnercy endureth for ever. 

R 4 
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O give thanks to the Lord of lords : 3 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him who alone doeth great wonders : 4 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that by wisdom made the heavens : b 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that stretched out the earth above the waters : 6 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him that made great lights : 7 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

The sun to rule by day : 8 

for his mercy endureth for ever : 

The moon and stars to rule by night : 9 

for his mercy en(fwre/A for ever : 

To him that smote Egypt in their first-born : 10 

for his mercy endureth for ever : 

And brought out Israel from among them : H 

for his mercy endureth for ever: 

With a strong hand, and with a stretched-out arm : 12 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him which divided Ihe Red Sea into parts : 13 

for his mercy endureth for ever: 

And made Israel to pass through the midst of it : 14 

for his mercy endureth for ever: 

But overthrew Pharoah and his host in the Red Sea: 15 

for his mercy endureth for ever* 

To him which led his people through the wilderness : l6 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

To him which smote great kings : 17 

for his mercy e7idureth for ever: 

And slew famous kings : 18 

for his mercy endureth for ever: 
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1 9 Sihon king of the Amorites : 

for his mercy endureth for evet : 
So And Og.the king of fiashan : 

for his mercy endureth for ever : , 

21 And gave their land for an heritage : 
for his mercy endureth for ever : 

22 Even an heritage unto Israel his servants 
for his mercy endureth for ever- 

f 3 Who remembered us in our low estate : 
for his mercy endureth for ever : 

24 And hath redeemed us from our enemies ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

25 Who giveth food to all flesh : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

26 d give thanks unto the God of heaven : 
for his mercy endureth for ever, 

PSALM CXXXVII. 

1 BY the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Sion. 

2 We hanged our harps upon the willows 
in the midst thereof* 

3 For there they that carried us away captive 
required of us a song ; 

and they that wasted us required of us niirth, . 
saying J Sing us one of the songs of Sion. 

4 How shall we sing Jehovah's song in a strange 

land? 

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand be forgotten. 

6 If I do not remember thee. 
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let my tongue cleave to my palate } 

if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 

Remember, O Jbhovah, the children of Edom, 7 

in the day of Jerusalem ; 

who said. Rase, rase it to its very foundation. 

city Babylon, who art doomed to destruction, 8 
happy he, who rewardeth thee as thou hast served us* 
Happy he that taketh and dasheth 

thy little ones against the stones. " 9 

PSALM CXXXVIII. 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 

I WILL praise thee with my whole heart : 1 

before the chiefs will I sing praise unto thee. 

1 will worship toward thy holy temple, 8^ 
and prsuse thy name for thy loving*kindness 

and for thy truth : 

for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 

In the day, when I cried, thou answeredst me, 3 

and strengthencdst me toitk strength in my soul. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Jeho- 4 

VAH, 

when they hear the words of thy mouth. 

Yea, they shall sing in the ways of Jehovah : 5 

for great is the glory of Jehovah. 

Though Jehovah be high, 6 

yet hath he respect unto the lowly : 

but the proud he regardeth at a distance. 

Though J walk in the midst of trouble, 7 

thou wilt revive me : 

thou shah stretch forth thine hand 

against the wrath of mine enemies. 
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and thy right hand shall save me. 
9 Jehovah will perfect that which concemeth me: 
thy mercy, O Jehovah, endureth for ever : 
forsake not the works of thine own hands. 



PSALM CXXXIX. 

to the CtllEF musician; a psalm of DAVID. 

1 O JEHOVAH, thou hast searched and tried me. 

2 Thou knowest mj down -sitting and mine up- 

rising, 
thou understandest my thought. 

3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down^ 
and art acquainted with all my ways. 

4 For there is not a word in my tongue, 

Imtf lo, O Jehovah, thou knowest it thoroughly. 

5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, 
and laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 
it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 

8 Should 1 mount up into heaven, thou art there : 
should I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 

there. 

9 ^ I take the wings of the morning, 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea ; 

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

1 1 Should I say, Surply the darkness shall cover me •, 
ev^ the night shall be light about me : 

IS Yea^ the darkness hideth not from thee; 
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but the night shineth as the day : 
the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 
For thou hast possessed my reins : . 13 

thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. 
I will praise thee ; 14 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made : 
marvellous are thy works \ 
and that my soul knoweth right well. 
My sub3tance was not hid from thee> \l 

when I was made in secret^ 

' and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance^ 16 

yet being unperfect ; 

and in thy book all my members were written^ 
wkkh in continuance were fashioned^ 
when they existed not. 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O 17 

God ! 
how great is the sum of them ! 
Could I count them, they are more in number than 1 8 

sand : 
when I awake, I an^ still with thee. 
Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God : ^ ip 

depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. 
For they speak against thee wickedly, 20 

and thine enemies take thy name in vain. 
Do ^not I hate them, O Jehovah, that hate thee? 21 
and am not I grieved with those that rise up against 

thee? 
I hate them with perfect hatred : ' 23 

T count them mine enemies. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart : 23 
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try me, and know my thoughts : 
24 And see if there he any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 

PSALM CXL. 

TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN; A PSALM OF DAVID, 

1 DELIVER me, O Jehovah, from the malig- 

nant man : 

preserve me from the man of violence ; 
« Which imagine mischiefs in their heart ; 

continually are they gathered together for war. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent ; 
adders' poison is under their lips. Selah. 

4 Keep me, O Jehovah, from the hands of the 

wicked ; 
preserve me from the violent man ; 
who have purposed to overthrow my goings. 

5 The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords ; 
they have spread a net by the way-side ; 

they have set grins for me. Selah. 

6 I said unto Jehovah, Thou art my God : 

hear the voice of my supplications, O Jehovah. 

7 O God Jehovah, the strength of my salvation, 
thou hast covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 Grant not, O Jehovah, the desires of the wicked; 
V further not their wicked device ; 

Ze^^ they exalt themselves. Selah. 

9 As for the head of those that compass me about, 
let the mischief of their own lips cover them. 

10 Let burning cpals fall upon them : 
let them be cast into the fire ; 

into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 
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Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth : ] 1 
evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him. 
I know that Jehovah will maintain 13 

the cause of the afflicted, oTid the right of the poor. 
Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name : 1 3 
the upright shall dwell in thy presence. 

PSALM CXLI. 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 

I INVOKE thee, O Jehovah; 1 

hasten to my relief. 
Give ear to my voice, 
when thee I invoke. 

Let my prayer be as incense presented to thee ; 8 

the raising up of my hands an evening sacrifice. 
Set a watch, O Jehovah, before my mouth ; 3 

Keep the door of my lips. 

Let not my heart be inclined to any evil thing, 4 

to practise wicked works with men that work 

iniquity : 
and let me not eat of their dainties. 
Let the righteous smite me ; 5 

it shall le a kindness : 
and let him reprove me ; 
it shall le an excellent oil, 
which shall not break my head : 
for yet my prayer also slwll le in their calamities. 
\Wien their judges are overthrown in stony places, 6 
they shall hear my words ; 
for they are sweet. 

Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth, 7 

as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. 
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S But mine eyes are toward thee, O God Jehovah: 
in thee is my trust; 
leave not my soul destitute. 

9 K^p me from the snare which they have laid for 

me, 
and the grins of the workers of iniquity. ^M 2 

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, 
whilst I at the same time escape. 

PSALM CXLII. > 

MASCHIL OP DAVID ; A PRAYER WHEN HE WAS IN 
THE CAVE. 

1 I CRIED unto Jehovah with my vpice ; 
with my voice unto Jehovah did I make my sup- 
plication. 

2 I poured out my complaint before him; 
I represented to him my trouble. 

3 When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 
then thou knewest my path. 
In the way wherein I walked 
have they privily laid a snare for me. 

4 I looked on my right hand, and beheld, 
but thtre was no man that would know me : 
refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. 

5 I cried unto thee, Jehovah : I said, 
^^ Thou art my refuge and my portion 

in the land of the living.'/ 

6 Attend unto my cry ; • 
for I am brought very low : 
deliver me from my persecjutors ; 
for they are stronger Chan I. 
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Bring my soul out of prison, 7 

that I may praise thy name : 

the righteous shall compass me about } 

when thou shalt have dealt bountifully with me. 

PSALM CXLIII. 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 

HEAR my prayer, O Jehova^ 5 ^ 

give ear to my supplications in thy faithfulness ; 
answer me in thy righteousness. 

But enter not into judgment with thy servant : 3 

for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 
For the enemy hath persecuted my soul ; S 

he hath smitten my life down to the ground ; 
he hath made me to dwell in darkness, 
as those that have been long dead. 
Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me ; 4 

my heart within me is desolate. 

I remember the days of old ; 5 

I meditate on all thy works ; 
I muse on th^ work of thy hands. 
I stretch forth my hands unto thee : 6 

my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah. 
Hear me speedily, O Jehovah, 7 

my spirit faileth : hide not thy face from me, 
lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. 
Cause me to hear thy loving-kindness in the 8 

morning ; 
for in thee do T trust : 

cause me to know the way wherein I should walk ; 
for I lift up my soul unto thee. 
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9 Deliver me, O Jehovah, from mine enemies :* ^ 

I flee unto thee to hide roe. 
iO Teach me to do thy will ; 

for thou art my Gk)d : 

thy spirit is good ; 

lead me into the land of uprightness; 

1 1 Quicken me, O Jehovah, (ot thy name's sake : 
for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of 

trouble. 

12 And in thy mercy cut oflF mine enemies, 
and destroy alHheito that afflict my soul ; 
for I em thy servant. 

PSALM CXLIV. 

A PSALM OP DAVID. 

1 BLESSED le Jehovah, my strength, 
which traineth my hands to war, 

my fingers to fight ; 

2 My goodness, and my fortress ; 
my high tower, and my deliverer; 
my shield, and he in whom I triist ; 
who subdueth my people under me. 

3 Jehovah, wTiat is man, that thou takest know- 

ledge of him ! 
or the son of man, that thou makest account of 
him! 

4 Man is like to vanity : 

his days are as a shadow that passeth away. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Jehovah, 
and come down : 

touch the mountains, aftd they shall smoke, 
s 
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Cat$t forth lightntfig, and scatter them : 6 

shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. 

Send thine hand from above ; 7 

rid me, and dtrlisrer me out of great waters, 

from the hand of strange children ; 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity, 8 

and tbcir right band is a right hand of falsehood. 

I will fiing a new song uiito thee, O God : 9 

upon a psahery and an instrument of ten strings 

will I sing praises unto thee. 

// is he that giveth salvation unto kings : ' lO 

who delivereth David his servant from the hurtful 

sword. 
Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange 1 1 

children, 
whose mouth speaketh vanity, 
and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood : 
That our sons may be as plants grown up in their 19 

youth; 
that our daughters may be as comer-stones, 
polished cfter the similitude of a palace : 
That our garners may be full, 13 

affording all manner of store ; 
that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten 

thousands in our lanes. 
That our oxen may be strong to labour ; 14 

that there be no breaking in, nor going out ; 
that there be no complaining in our streets. 
Happy is that people, that is in such a case : 15 

yea, happy is that people, whose God is Jehovah. 
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PSALM CXLV. 

dayid's psalm of praise. 

1 I WILL extol thee, my God, O king ; 
and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. * 

2 Every day will I bless thee ; 

and I will praise thy. name for ever and ever. . 

3 Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised ; 
and his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, 
and shall declare, thy mighty acts. 

6 , I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, 
and of thy wondrous works. 

6 And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible 

acts : , 

and I will declare thy greatness. 

7 They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy 

great goodness^ ^ , 
and shall sing of thy righteousness. 

8 Jehovah is gracious, and full of compassibiir 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

9 Jehovah is good to all : 

and his tender mercies are over all his wofksw 

10 All thy works sh^ll praise thee, O Jbhotah; 
and thy saints shall bless thee. ' 

1 1 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power; ' : i ; 

1 2 To make,known to the sons of men his mighty atts, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. \ ^ 

13 Thy, kingdom is an everlasting kingdom^ 

S 2 
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sxxd thy dotninidn endureth throughout all genera- 
tions. 
Jehovah upholdeth all that fall^ 14 

and raiseth up ^11 tho^e ^kfli h bowed dow|i. 
• The eyes of ^\ wait upon thee j 15 

and thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand^ 16 

and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 
JsHOVAif is righteous in all his ways, 17 

and holy in all his works. 

Jehovah is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 18 
to all that call upon him in truth. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : 19 

he also will hear their cry, and will save them. 
Jehovah preserveth all them that love him : SO 

but all the wicked will he destroy. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of Jehovah : 21 

and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 

PSALM CXLVI. 

PRAISE y« JBHoyA^. ' I 

Praise Jehovah, O my soul. 

While I live will I praise Jb^QVAH : 9 

I will 8(iQg prases unto my God, 
while I havfi any being. 

Put not-your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, 3 
in whQi& tk^e is no help. 

His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to bis e^rtb j 4 
In tb^t very day his thoughts^ perish. 
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, $ 
whose hop^ is in Jehovaq his God : 
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6 Which made he^yeti and earthy 
the sea, and all that therein is : 
which ikeepeth truth for crer : 

7 Which executeth ju^ilieDt for the oppits^ed : 
whi^ch giveth food t6 the hungry. 

S Jehovah looleth the prisohers : 

Jehovah openeth ike eyes of ihe blind x 
JEHOVAH rmseth them that are bowed dciwn : 
Jehovah loveth the righte6us i 

9 Jehovah preserveth the strangers ; 
he relieveth the fatheriess vai ^idow : 

bat the way of the wicked he tumetb upside down. 

10 Jehovah shall reign for erer^ 

evenihy God^ O Sion^ unto all generations*. 
Praise ye Jehovah. 

PSALM CXLVIL 

1 PRAISE ye Jehovah : 

for it is good to sing praises unto our (jod ; 
for it is pleasant ; and praise is comely. 

2 Jehovah doth build up Jferusafero : 

he gathereth together the outcasts of jfsraeL 

3 He healeth the broken in heart, 
and bindeth up their wounds. 

4 He telleth the number of the stars; 
he calleth them all by their names. 

5 Great is our Jehovah, and of great power : 
his understanding is infinite. 

6 Jehovah lifteth up the meek : 

he casieth the wicked down to the ground. 

7 Sing unto Jehovah with thanksgiving; 
sing praise upon the harp unto our God : 
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Who covereth the heaven with cloijid*^ 8 

who preparelh rain for the earth, 

who Diaketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 

He giveth to the beast his food> 9 

and to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of theliorse : 10 

he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

Jehovah taketh pleasure in them that fear him, 1 1 

in those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise Jehovah, O Jerusalem 5 J 2 

praise thy God, O Sion. 

i'or he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates ; 13 

he hath blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders, 14 

and filleth thefe with the finest of the wheat. 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth : 15 

his word runneth very iswiftly. 

He giveth show like wool : 16 

he scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 

He casteth forth bis ice like morsels : 17 

wlio can stand before his cold ? 

He sendeth out his word, and melieth them : 18 

he causeth his wind to blow, 

and the waters flow. 

He showeth his word unto Jacob : 1 9 

his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealed so with any nation : 20 

and asfyr Adjudgments, they have not known them. 

Praise ye Jehovah. 
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PSALM CXLVIII. 

1 PRAISE ye Jbhovah. 

Praise ye Jehovah from the heavens : 
praise him in the heights. ' x , 

2 Praise ye him, all his angels : 
praise ye hina, all his hosts. 

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon : 
praise him, all ye stars of light. 

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, 
and ye waters that be above the heasrens. 

5 Let them praise the name of Jehovah : 
for he commanded, and they were created. 

6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever : 
he hath made a decree which shall not pass. 

7 Praise Jbhovah from the earth, 
ye dragons, and all deeps : 

8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours^ 
stormy wind fulfilling his word : 

g Mountains, and all hills ; 
fruitful trees, and all cedars : 

10 Beasts, and all cattle; 
creeping things, and flying fowl : 

1 1 Kings of the earth, and all people ; 
princes, and all judges of the earth : 

12 Both young men, and maidens ; 
old men, and children : 

13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah : 
for his name alone is excellent ; 

his glory is above the earth and heaven. 
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He also exalteth the horn of his people; 14 

the praise of all his saints ; 
even of the children of Israel, 
a people near unto him. 
Praise ye Jehovah. 



PSALM CXLIX, 

PRAISE ye Jehovah. 
Sing unto Jehovah a new song, 
a7id his. praise in the congregation of saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him t 
let the children of Sion be joyful in theii* King. 
Let them praise his name in the dance : 
let them sing praises unto him with the timbrfel and 

harp. 
For Jehovah laketh pleasure in his people : 
he will beautify the meek with salvation. 
Let the saints be joyful in glory : 
let them sing aloud upon their beds. 
Let the high praises of God be in their taouth^ 
and a two-edged sword in their hand ; 
To execute vengeance upon the heathen, 
and punishments upon the people ; 
To bind their kings with chains, 
and their nobles with fetters of iron ; 
To execute upon them the judgment written : 
this honour have all his saints. 
Praise ye Jehovah. 
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PSALM CL. 

1 Praise Jehovah ! 

Praise God in his sanctuary. 

Praise him in the extent of his power. 
5 Praise him for his mighty deeds. 

Praise him for his great excellence. 

3 Praise him with the. sound of trumpets. 
Praise him with lute and harp. 

4 Praise him with tabor and flute. 
Praise him with lute and organs. 

5 Praise him with loud-toned cymbals. 

6 Let all that breathe praise Jehovah. 
Praise Jehovah. 



THB END. 



Richard Taylor arid Co., Shoe-Lane, Fleet-Street. 
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